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Wearetheparentsoftwo beautifuldaughterswhojoinedourfamily throughinter-
countryadoption. Wefeel stronglythat all Australianadoptivefamiliesshouldbe
entitled to the samerightsandgovernmentsupportasfamiliescreatedthrough
biological means.

Feesand Charges
Thecostto a family ofcompletingan intercountryadoptionis veryhigh, andunlike
IVF andrelatedfertility treatments,thereis no governmentsupportavailableto
families to helpdefraythesecosts. In ourcasewe werediagnosedwith infertility
issues,andwereofferedtheoptionofpursuingIVF asameansofhavingachild; the
bulk ofthesecostswouldhavebeensubsidisedthroughmedicareandprivatehealth
insurance.After somediscussion,wedecidedthat wedid notwantto pursueIVF as
whatwewantedmostwasachild to love, andweknewthereweresomanychildren
out in theworldwithout familiesto lovethem. Thisdecisionhasled usto our
beautifuldaughters,andresultedin no additionalcoststo theAustraliantaxpayers.
WethenpursuedIntercountryadoption,which involvessubstantialout ofpocket
expensesfor a family, bothduringtheapplicationprocess,and oncethechild is home
in Australiawith theirnewfamily. While wewill neverput apriceonourchildren
eachadoptionhascostour familymorethan$20,000in direct out ofpocketexpenses.
Additionally, theVictorian govt. requiresthatoneparentremainshomewith their
newlyadoptedchild for at least12 months,which in ourcaseresultedin substantial
lossofincomeupondirectlyreturninghomewith ourdaughters.

TheAustraliangovernmentwishesto encourageAustraliansto grow their families,
howeverthecurrentarrangementsfor intercountryadoptionprohibitmanyfamilies
from evenconsideringadoptionasaviablewayto build theirownfamilies.

Maternity Payment
Thecurrentmaternitypaymentdiscriminatesagainstadoptivefamiliesby cappingthe
ageofthechild at 26 weeks.Our daughterswerebotholderthan12 monthswhen
theyjoined ourfamily sowewould nothavebeeneligible for thispayment,yetwe
incurredhugecostsoncewearrivedhomewith ourdaughters.Althoughbothour
daughtersweretoddlers,families adoptingolderchildrenalsoincurlargeadditional
costswhenthesechildrenjoin therefamilies. Thereshouldbe no agecapappliedto
thematernitypayment— it shouldbemadeavailableto all families in Australiawho
havea child join their family — beit by birth or adoption.

DifferencesbetweenStates— Adoption Legislation
TherearevastdifferencesbetweenthevariousAustralianstatesin termsoflegislation
governingadoptions.Forexamplein StatessuchasSouthAustralia,archaicage
restrictionsprohibit adoptionby familieswith morethan45 yearsof agebetween
parentandchild. Thesetypesoflegislativerequirementshavenot keptpacewith the
changingnatureofAustralianfamilies. We stronglysupportconsolidationofstate



adoptionlegislation,andestablishmentofafederalbody to overseeadoptionin all
States. Thiswould hopefullyremovemuchofthediscriminationbuilt into severalof
theState’scurrentlegislation. TheAustraliangovernmenthastheopportunityto play
a keyrole in supportingAustraliansin makingtheir families throughadoption. This
is goodfor Australia,andgoodfor themanychildrenin institutionsaroundtheworld,
who do nothavefamilieswho cantakecareofthem.

Thankyoufor consideringoursubmission
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