
SUBMISSION ~
From: AUTHORISED: .t$.0’OS -‘A ~4t-~~s
Sent: Wednesday,20 April 2005 11:02PM
To: Committee, FHS (REPS)

DearSir/Madam
We arein Queenslandandwould like to suggestthattheexpressionofinterestregisteris openall
thetimeasit is in otherstates.Thatwaypeopledonthaveto wait for yearsbeforetheycaneven
register.

We areconcernedaboutdifferencesbetweenstatesin themechanicsoftheadoptionprocessitself,
the longwait times(worsein somestatesthanothers)andhigh coststhatpeoplein somestates
face,particularlyNSW.

Also maternityleaveshouldbe thesamefor bothadoptiveandnaturalparents.Wealso think that
thebabybonusshouldbeavailableto all adoptiveparentsregardlessoftheirbaby’sageat adoption.

I would like to seriouslyhighlight theneedto somehowreducethewaiting time becausethelonger
wewait, the longerachild will be in aninstitution. Quotingfrom GregoryKeck’sbookAdopting
theHurtchild, p72: “.. thesystemneedsto speedup. While adultsmeet,plan,discuss,study,
recommendandsoon, a child’s life is ticking away.Childhoodis short. We cannotaffordto waste
it.”

Thereis discriminationagainstsingles,(andin somestatescoupleswho arenotmarried),agelimits
in different states(eg SA) , not gettinganewbabyinfo packlike you do whenyouhaveababyin
hospital...Wewould like to askfor changeslike awaiveroftheDIMIA immigrationfeeandtax
rebatesonadoptioncostsasyou would havewith medicalexpenses.

Thefollowing tax concessionswereavailableto Australiantaxpayersfor adoptionexpenses.We
would like theseto bereinstated.Therebatefor adoptionexpensesin section159XoftheIncome
Tax AssessmentAct 1936commencedin 1975-76andwasterminatedwith effectfrom theyear
1985-86.Thedetailsof theexpenseseligible for therebateweregivenin subsection1 59X(2).The
rebatewasapplicableat therateof30%to concessionalexpenditurewhich exceeded$2000in an
incomeyear.Theconcessionalexpenditurethathadto beaggregatedfor thispurpose,included
medicalexpenses,funeralexpenses,life insurancepremiums,superannuationpayments,education
andself-educationexpenses,ratesandlandtaxes,callson afforestationsharesandadoption
expenses-withamedicalexpenserebatefor outgoingsexceeding$1000. 159X. (1) An amount
equalto thetotal oftheamounts(if any) paidby thetaxpayerin theyearof incomein respectof
expensesin connexionwith theadoptionby thetaxpayer,orby thetaxpayerandhisorherspouse,
ofa child undertheageof2l years,to theextentto whichthoseamountshavenot beenrepaidto
thetaxpayerin theyearof incomeshall, for thepurposesofsection1 59N, betreatedasarebatable
amountin respectofthat yearof income.

(2) In sub-section(1), “expenses”means-(a) expensesfor theservicesofabarristerorsolicitor; (b)
expensesofproceedingsbeforeaCourt;or(c) feespayableto Australia,a State,theAdministration



ofaTerritoryoranorganizationapprovedasaprivateadoptionagencyundera law of Australiaor
ofa StateorTerritory, butdoesnot includeexpensesin connexionwith theobtainingofanorderof
a Courtdispensingwith theconsentofapersonto theadoption.Amountspaidby trusteeafter
deathofa taxpayer.

Prior to 1975-76a deductionwasallowedin arrivingattaxableincomefor adoptionexpenses.


