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To: Committee,FHS (REPS)
Subject: Intercountryadoption— TermsofReference

To Whomit mayconcern,

I amveryinterestedin voicinganopinionon inconsistenciesbetweenprocessesfor
approvalin intercountryadoptionbetweenstatesandterritoriesandin benefitsto birth
parentscomparedto adoptiveparents.

1. My wife andI havedecidedon intercountryadoptionasawayto starta family as
naturalconceptionis notpossible.We appliedin Qid butwereshockedto learnthe
adoptionprocessin place.As aresultofthisprocess,andthecomparitiveshorttime
frameexpectedin SA, wewereforcedto moveinterstateto becomeparentswithin a
reasonabletimeframe(still 2-3years).Theexpectedtime framein Qld wasanywhere
from 5-10yrs. This inconsistencybetweenstatesdisadvantagesmanyprospectiveparents
who areunableto moveinterstatefor variousreasons,andtheoneswho canarefaced
with theexpenseanddifficulty ofmovingawayfrom thesupportoffamily andfriends.

2. How canbenefitsandentitlementsdiffer betweenthatallowedfor birthparentsand
adoptiveparents?Dobirth childrencostmoreto feedandclothe?Do theycostmoreto
educate?Is childcaremoreexpensiveforbirth children?

Frommy experienceALL childrenrequirecarethatcostsmoney,andin manycases
adoptedchildrenfrom overseasrequirecarethatis moreexpensive.Add to this the$30
000plus thatadoptiveparentshavehadto ‘find’ to adoptachild andyou canseethat
therearefewreasonsto favourparentswho havebeenableto havechildrennaturally.

I cannotseeanyreasonto discriminateagainstparentswhofind themselvesin aposition
whereintercountryadoptionis theonly wayin whichtheyareableto havea family.

I hopethis viewpointhelpsyou to makean ethicaldecision.

Regards,

Chris Wild


