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Submissionto Inquiry into Adoption of Children from Overseas

I wish to commenton Items 1 and2 under“TermsofReference

1. Any inconsistenciesbetweenStateandTerritory approvalprocessesfor
overseasadoptions.

Comment

Herein QueenslandtheDepartmentofFamily Servicesconducts3 monthly
checkson thechild for 12 monthsafterplacementbeforethechild’s adoption
canbebecomelegal. Thesechecksoccurevenwhensomeoverseascountries
havealreadylegalisedtheadoptionandwhenadoptedparentshavealready
undergoneintensechecking.

2. Any inconsistenciesbetweenthe benefitsandentitlementsprovidedto
familieswith their own birth children andthoseprovidedtofamilieswho
haveadoptedchildrenfrom overseas.

Argument for:

1. The existing26 weekstime limit is too shortbecauseoverseasadoption
cantakeup to 18 monthsto finalise.

2. The costofoverseasadoptionis high(between$20,000- $30,000)sothe
babybonus($3,000)wouldbeawelcomecontributionto parents
expenses.

3. TheAustralianmedicalsystemdoesnot incur costsof child birthwhen
childrenareadoptedfrom overseas.

TheMinisterfor Family & CommunityServices,KayPaterson,statedon radio in
earlyMarchthat sheis awareofthesituation.

I requestthat the StandingCommitteeadvisesFederalGovernmentto amendthe
presentlegislationto allowparentsof adoptedchildrenfrom overseasaccessto the
babybonusbeyondtheexisting26 weeksagelimit.
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