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Point 1 — Missing theboat

.

Australia has an agingpopulationandtheseriousimplicationsfor all Australiansare

obviousto usall.

Therearemanycountrieswith theoppositeproblemandtheseriousimplicationsfor the

peopleofcountriesarealsoobvious.

In Australia,therearehundredsof couplesandindividualscurrentlywaitingon waiting
list to adoptionfrom overseas.Theyarewaitingup to 6 yearsdueto lack ofchildren
availableto their stateandcountry.

Therearemillions ofdestitutechildrenaroundtheworld andfor some(not all) ofthese
childrenadoptionwouldbethebestoption.

Othercountrieshavebeenmorepro-activein settingup thesemutuallybeneficial
relationshipsastheyhavebeenfasterto recognisetheopportunityandmoreprofessional
in theirapproach.Thesemutuallybeneficialrelationshipsalsoincludehelpingthe
childrenwhoarenot bestservedby adoption.

Point 2 — Professionalism

Theestablishmentofadoptionprogramswith othercountrieshavebeenlargely doneby
motivatedandbravebutuntrainedpeoplehopingto adopt. Thestatedepartmentonly
stepin at thelaterstagesdueto lackofresourcesandmotivation. Oftenthesedelicate
relationshipsaremishandled.Overseasadoptionworkerareoftenoffendedby the
untrainedlow-level stafftheydealwith.

Australianeedsto establishthroughhigh level diplomaticchannels,mutuallybeneficial
agreementswith othercountrieswherewewill help childrenandincreaseouryoung
population. Currentlythesenegotiationsarebeingdoneby medium-levelpublic servants
with inadequatediplomatictraining. Thesedelicatemattersshouldbeleadby thebestof
diplomatesnot socialworkersandadministrators.Thesediplomatesshouldbefrom the
DepartmentofForeignAffairs becausethisis aforeignaffair. Thepotentialfor
embarrassmentto Australiain thecurrentsystemis hugeandhashappenedin thepast.

Point 3—StateMana2ementof a Federal Issue

Currentlyeachadoptionprogramis administeredby amanagingstate. ForexampleIndia
ismanagedby Victoria. Theroleofmanagingthecountryfalls to medium-level
managersandtheday-to-daydealingsaredoneby low-level staff. Underthis system,



thereis potentialfor mismanagementandunfair advantageto applicantfrom thatstate.
For example,thereareprogramsthatdon’t exist,thereareprogramsthatonly exist in
nameandthereare• thatareseverelylimited to 1icRnt~ in tome

Adoptionstaffneedto receivediplomaticandculturetraining. Thepotentialfor
embarrassmentto Australiaishugeandhashappenedin thepast. Australiaadoptions
workersarenot alwayswell-regardedby theiroverseascounterpart.I believethat lackof
trainingandlackofresourcesis at fault.

Point4— Not all AustralianshaveEqualAccess

As adoptionis handledona stateby statebasis,not all Australianshavethesameaccess
to intercoutryadoption. SomeAustralianshavechosento moveinterstateto improve
theirchances.Forexample,thereareover600 applicantswaiting to adoptin Queensland
but thesepeoplehavethe secondlowestchanceofadopting. Pleaseseethefigures
below.

2003stats(pop20,111,30)usingJune2004statsfrom ABS and02/04intercountry
adoptionstatsfrom AIHW: AdoptionsAustralia2003-04.

State& Pop. Intercountryadoptions Oneadoptionper...

ACT 324000 26 12,461
SA 1534300 72 21,309
TAS 482100 22 21,913
NT 199900 5 39,980
WA 1982200 44 45,050
VIC 4972800 86 57,823
QLD 3882000 49 79,224
NSW 6731399 66 101,990
httt~://www.aihw.gov.au/Publications/cws/aao3..o4/aao3..o4pdf

Point 5—Not all Australia areEqual

Therearemajorinconsistenciesbetweenstateand territoryapprovalprocessesfor
overseasadoptionsfor exampledefactocouplescanadoptfrom WesternAustraliabut
Queenslandcouplesmustbe marriedfor 2 years.

Point 4—Statestaffmembers battle lack of resourcesand trainin2



Point 6— InconsistentTreatment of Children oncein Australia

Thereareinconsistenciesbetweenthebenefitsandentitlementsprovidedto familieswith
theirownbirth childrenandthoseprovidedto familieswhohaveadoptedchildrenfrom
overseas.Duetheagelimit on the$3,000babybonusmostadoptedchildrenare
excluded. This includesthemostneedychildren,theseareolderchildrenwhooftenneed
additionalcare,tutoring andcounselling. In Queensland,wearerequiredto haveone
caregivernot work for thefirst year. Adoptiveparentsagreethatthis is in thebest
interestofthechild butreceiveno assistanceto do so.

Thanksfor theopportunityto comment.

Yoursfaithfully,

LisaDibb


