
SUBMISSION NO.32
AUTHORISED: j9—4. ~OS~-4~4Z~

14th April 2005

The SecretaryoftheCommittee
Standingcommitteeon Family
andHumanServices.

DearSir/Madam
I havebeeninvolved with intercountryadoptionsfor thepastnineyears,my wife and
I havefourchildrenouroldestboy 7 from SouthKoreaTwin boys3 ½years
biological andouryoungestgirl 21 monthsalsofrom SouthKorea. I amthecurrent
presidentandin my fourthyearofthatpositionofanintercountryadoptionsupport
group.I hadto dealwith manyissuesoverthe lasteight yearswith mattersregrading
to intercountryadoption.

1. TheQueenslandsystemfailed to keepup with thenumberofpeopleapplying
andon 30th June2002Queenslandclosedthesystemandfrom thatdateno one
couldapply,sotheycouldwork thoughtwith thecoupleson thelist old list.
Thelist wasreopenedon the12th September2004for eightsweeksonly, it
wasopeneddueto thepressureputon thegovernment,andto myknowledge
no otherstatehasclosedadoptions.A numberof Queenslandcouplesmoved
interstatebecausetheycouldnotreapplyhereandtheyweregettingcloseto
thecountriesagelimit. Thestatestheymovedto processedtherefiles andthey
wereableto completetheir families,this is an extrememeasurefor families to
go thought. V

2. Wecontentlyhearthatthereasonsfortheslowprocessingis dueto more
adoptiveparentsapplyingthentherearechildrenrequiringadoption,this is
truesomecountriesrequestanumberoffiles andno morearesentuntil the
countryrequestsmore.But therearecountrieswhowill acceptasmanyfiles
aswewishto sendEG.China.Somecountrieswill acceptfiles for older
childrenbutQueenslandlimits this to theageof five yearsotherstateswill
sendthefiles for olderchildren.

3. Eachstatehasdifferentprocessesandlawsregardingadoptionanational
basedlawsandrulesis requiredto cleanup thedifficultiescouplesin each
stateface.

4. Thefederalgovernmenthasembassiesin someofthecountrieswecurrently
dealwith forintercountryadoptionwould it notbebetterto countriesdealing
countryto countryandnotcountrieshavingto dealwith eightdepartmentsin
theonecountry.Thedayto dayrunningofprogramscouldbedoneat a state
level herebut usinga commonsetofrulessowhereeveryouarein Australia.
You wouldbeassessedthesame.



Theproblemsthat we facehavebeenaffectingintercountryfor over20 years,couples
I hadspokenwith in theprocessall thoseyearsagosufferedsimilarproblemswestill
havetoday.
I amavailableto give averbalsubmissionto thecommitteeofmy dealingwith the
governmentover thelast few yearsif it wouldhelpsomefor thecommitteein
understandingjustwhatadoptiveparentsgo through.

Wethankyou for theopportunityto expresssomeofourconcerns,asit’s very
importantandin thebestinterestsofall thechildrenwho areadoptedto getthis right.

Yours truly,


