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The Secretary

StandingCommitteeon FamilyandHumanServices

To theCommittee,

Although we live in Australia,by living in Queenslandandtrying to adoptachild.
wefeeldisadvantaged.Wewould like to highlightthefoIlowing:~.

*QtJ~ AustralianStatessendtheirapplicantsflies to Agenciesin India, with
thesefamiliesbeingallocatedtoIndianchildren,Queenslandwill notconsider
wnrklngwith theseIndian AdoptionAgencieswiio areapprovedby CARA.
dueto QueenslandAdoptionUnit reasons.Queenslandapplicantsmay request
their file besentto Indiawith little or nochanceofbeingallocatedto achild as
QueenslandhasnoAgencyto acceptour files. flow canAgenciesbedeemed
appraprk~tefor someAw*ralkmS~iesandne~Iothers?

~Weightissuein Queenslanddiscriminatesbetweenadoptiveandbiological
parenting.The Govenmietitcannotdiscriminateagainstoverweightbiological
parentsbutfeel they havetherightto discriminateagainstadoptiveparents.

Queenslandseemsto betakinga long time to opennewadoptionprogramswith
otherHaguecountrieswho acQeptin w¶atryadoptiontbr theirchildren,
MoldovaandBulganabothhaveadoptionprogramswith theUSA, asRomania
hasclosed its intercowittyprogram.I amsuremanycoupleswould consider
adoptingft~ni thesecountries. NSWDoCsis askingapplicantsto volunteerto be
thefirst applicantstosendtheirfiles to (Hague)cownries,~1iyare
Queenslawkrsno:giventhes~ptgeoppor:wiity?

Wearenervousaboutwriting this submissionto you aswe donotwantto
jeopairlizeourpresentapplicationbeforetheQueenslandIntercounnyAdoption
Unit Thereforeweaskyouto besensitiveabouttheway ow-submissionis
handled.Wouldit be possibleto acceptoursubmissionon theundertakingthat
ournameandaldressis withheld fromanyofyourpublications/websiteetc7

We thankyou for takingthetime toinvestigatethedifl~rencesin International
AdoptionthatoccurfromoneStatetoanother.

Yoursfaithfully.
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