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CommitteeSecretary
StandingCommitteeon Family andHumanServices

RE: InternationalAdoption

DearSir/Madam

My husbandandI first beganinvestigatingthepossibilityofInternationalAdoptionin
2004, whenwesadlydiscoveredthatwewouldbeunableto havebiological children
withoutundergoingIVF. Dueto thecostsof JYF, andthephysicaltoll oftheprocess,
we felt that adoptionwouldbeabetteralternative.Wewerewrongon that count.

1. Duringthis time, wehaveencounteredthefollowing inconsistencieswith State
approvalprocesses: p

Queensland(ourhomestate)appearsto havesignificantly longerapplication
processingtimesthananyotherstatein thecountry.In fact, theQueensland
Departmentof ChildSafetyclosedit’s doorsto adoptionapplicationsfor almost3
years,astheywere“unableto copewith thequantityofapplicants”.I havenever
heardofa GovernmentDepartmentshuttingdowndueto understaffingortoo much
work— I still find this incredible.

WhentheQueenslandDepartmentreopenedits doorsfor expressionsofinterest,we
wererequiredto attendInformationSessionsin orderto collectAdoptionapplication
forms.Thesesessionswereliterally overflowingwith couples.We weretold that our
applicationsmustbelodgedby the

8
th November,2004.Oneoftherequirementsfor

submittinganAdoption applicationin Queenslandis thatyou musthavebeenmarried
for two years. Sadly,severalcouplesin ourInformationSessionwould not havetheir
secondweddinganniversaryuntil justafterthe

8
th November,andsowerenot

permittedto lodgetheirapplications.As theQueenslandDepartmentrefusedto
disclosewhenExpressionsofInterestmayreopen,onecouldassumethatthese
couplesmaybewaiting yearsfortheiropportunityto apply.Thisdoesnothappenin
anyotherState.

TherearelargedifferencesbetweenStatesin regardsto Applicationexpenses,
processingtimes,supportandassistanceprovidedby Departmentstaff,Feesplayed
by applicants,Applicant suitability criteria, andsurprisingly,theselectionof countries
thatyou areableto adoptfrom. Suchdiversecriteriaareservingtheneedsofno one.
Inter-countryAdoption shouldbemanagedfederally,to betterensureequity, and
provideprospectiveparentscaringandsupportiveservicewithproperly trainedstaff

th

Wedid lodgeourapplicationin Queenslandbythe 8 November2004.It is currently
March 2005,andwehavenotyetheardbackfrom theQueenslandDepartmentof
Child Safety.Weareconsideringmovingto anotherStateto betterfacilitateour
desireto haveafamily, beforewereachcountryspecificagelimits.
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2. Arethereany inconsistenciesbetweenthebenefitsandentitlementsprovidedto
familieswith theirownbirth childrenandthoseprovidedto familieswho have
adoptedchildrenfrom overseas?

ClearlytheBabyBonusis asignificantinconsistency,asveryfewchildreninvolved
in Inter-countryAdoptionenterAustraliabefore26 weeksofage.

In addition, theprocessofissuingAdoptivechildrenwith AustralianVisasthrough
theDepartmentofImmigrationneedsto bestreamlined.

Themostsignificantinconsistencywehaveencounteredis thatAdoptiveparents
ultimatelyreceiveverylittle financialsupport.Weareexpectedto bearthehugecost
ofthe adoptionprocesswith no assistance(which canbemorethanoneyearswages),
andwemissouton thebabybonus.Familieswith biological childrenreceive9
monthsofpre-natalcare,disabilityallowance(in somecases)ormaternityleave,and
Medicarefundedhospitalcareforthebirth. CouplesundergoingIVF receivemassive
Medicaresubsidiesfortheir treatment.Adoptiveparentsreceivenothing.

Thankyou for readingmy submission,andI’m sureweall look forwardto hearing
theresultsof yourinquiry.

Regards,

~


