
 
     

      
   

  
        

              
         

          
                

               
              

               
              

        

            

                 
               

             
    

             
             

        

        

                    
             

            
               

                
                 

     

       

                 
               

                
            

          



            
            

             
            

           
            

             
 

              
                

              
              

            
           

              
              

                 
              

                    
               
                

    

              
            

          
      

             

      

              
            

          

            
             

              
              

           
             

              
   



                
                

                  
              

               
             

              
               

             
              

             
               

                
            
            

    

               
           

              
           

              
          

              
             
              

               
            

            
             

      

              
            
             

             
             
             

                  
               

     

             
             

               
              

             
             

           



        

              
           

       
          

           
            

            
      

             
        

               
               

       
                 

            
             

            
            

              
             

            
              

         
              

           
         

                
             
              
 

              
               
                 

                
              
              

               
                
        

            
            

               
                

             



         
             

            
           

               
               

  
           

              
            

              
              

          
          
              

            
             

             
             

            
             

              
           

       

            
               

           
               

               

      

               
 

           
              

      

               

            
             

   



             
                
                
           

                
               

       

              
                  

             
            

            
               

             
                

               
 

  

             
            

             
              

 

              
           

            
              

              
             

          
             

           

               
              

           
       

              
                  
 



   

             

           
          

              
        

                
             

          
     

            

                
           

          

           
        

           
     

          
           

         
            

           
       

           
          

               
         

        
        

           

           
            

   



* PADP - provides specialised medical equipment on indefinite loan, and
various medical supplies that are expensive for families each year, all for a
$100 contribution per annum. Excellent service and not means tested which is
good.

» Health Care Card - very necessary to keep medicine costs reasonable for the
chronically ill.

® DADHC - Whilst the early intervention services provided by this NSW
Government genebody are well intentioned and the individual therapists are
good (speech therapy for eating/drinking and for communication,
physiotherapy, occupational therapy, psychology and case management), the
wait list for speech therapy appears to be one or more years. The number of
sessions is also limited, so expensive, private therapy is the only option for
those who are able to afford it in the crucial early childhood years.

What could be done better?

• Improve the system of funding for special needs children in preschools and
childcare centres.

• Consider providing the Child Care Rebate to those receiving Carer Allowance
and Carer Payment, regardless of whether they are employed or not, and
regardless of which type of care they use (eg. Registered Care or Approved
Care).

• Consider some kind of non means tested (or at least with a cut off level much
higher than $ 150k pa family income) financial support to carers with
children/dependents with significant care needs, who decide that they can
return to employment. This financial support should be greater than the
existing support given to non-carers, as the cost of care for individuals with
significant special needs is generally higher.

• Consider making Carer Payment available to those carers with significant care
responsibilities, regardless of family income. This would help families pay for
the high costs of various therapies such as speech, occupational therapy,
physiotherapy etc). Another option is to make the Carer Payment available to
such families, to be expended only on various intervention therapies and
possibly on respite care costs.

• Better recognition and support for carers who are spending time in, or
constantly visiting hospitals with their children (or person they care for). I feel
that the Allied Health social workers in hospitals could do much, much more
to help all carers, regardless of family income. I am unsure as to whether my
less than satisfactory experience was a result of limited funding, or lack of
adequate focus on carers. I suspect the latter.




