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Submission No. 712

(Inq into better support for carers)
24™ June 2008

From Glenis

Compittes Sscretary

Btanding Commitibes on Family, Community, Housing and Youth
BO Box &S021

House of Representatives

Parliament House

CANBERARR ACT 2600

Dear Secretary
I wish to make a subnission te the House of Reprezentatives Standing

Compitbes on Family, Commusity, Housing amd Yoeuth’s Inguiry inbo Betteg
Support for Carers.

As the prime Carer of ap adult disabled son I fage the following
problems ..

I am from New Zsaland and now 8%yrs old. My sen iz now 46yrs old.
Therefore I have been <aring for him for 46years. He has Downes
Syndrome and very deaf. Because of the Social Security deal between
NZ and Australlas we do not gualify for any Carers IRllowance or Honus
eto, I find thisg very herd ag 1 am on a very low Age Pension (we are
penalized because of my partuer’s wages which are nob high anyway ) WE
have Lived here % years and T find T an caring more and more for my son
than ever Lkefore-bhe has lots of health issues and so do I. The faot
Lhat we actually live in Australisa { not NI) mpeans e  costs,
difficulties we facs heres are 0 much more than in earlier years-wheos
he was much more independent in a swaller ¢lty. Plus I fesl that he has
lost lots of esarlier abpilities/memory etc In the last month I have had
Lo get him teo twe Hearing Clindes, Optician, Dodstor, Roediabrist, &nd
gngoing bto Patholegy labse as he has Hasmochromstosis. EBEven  though
Medicare pays for most of these there 12 always the cost of petrel and
effort for me as T am not well now., I feel very envious knowing Uthat
Australian porn Cerers will be receiving the Carers bonus and we wont.
It would e of zuch a help with the extra caring invelved nowsdays.

Toean’t fully participate in social 1life because .
Of nowhers for my adult son bo go near Frapkston fer a weak or 2 20 we
sould have a heliday.

Toam  Finanecially  straggling because of .. Mot recedving a Carers
Bliowanoe/Bonug of Mobility Allowance. { ses abowe )

I worry sbout wy fubure becsbse o My health iz deteriovating and I
worry where my son will ge if I died. We hawve only a small extended
family both in N% and Australia-nong ©f whow could or would know how Lo
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care for him.
Ihe rhings that stress wme the most about being & Carer are:

After 46 years of doing so_ I am becoming more and more stressed taking
full ¢ere of my 46 year old son. His deafness is g major problewm in the
family a8 he does not manage his hearing aid properly and is not as
independent as he was in earlier vears. He and T are at loggerheads
continually which is very streasful for us both.
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L think the Govermment can better help Carers by .

We desperately need accommodation for our adult dependent children. T

have Just had a blp replevenent and now find I have some heart problens
that may need surgery soon-where will my son go for shert or long Lerm
accommnodation?
He needs to be in and ascund Frankston as be attends PAIT each day  and
his Bocial life is based here. ¥or us it hag taken the last 5 years Lo
tind  appropriate day care programues and  deal with  Bustralian
bureaucracy etc-go Lt would really affect my son if he was foresd, in
an emergency, into accemmodation that was not in the Frenkston arss

Thank you for taking my views inte consideration as part of tha
Commitiee’s Ingulcy. I leok forward to reviewing any recommendations
you make to improve life for Carers in Australia.

Yours ainceresly





