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being a sibling of two sisters with high support needs. He is one of thousands of

Australian children who are vicariously affected by disability. 

 Fortunately he currently has access to a sibling program that is

assisting him to deal with his circumstances. In a few short months I have noticed

subtle 'understandings' seep into his being. I try to impress upon him that he has a

choice as to how he deals with the hand that life has dealt him. Underneath his

introverted persona and anger is a caring compassionate person. The world needs

more people like this and the reality is that siblings may be a wonderful resource for

support of our children with special needs and their aging parents in the future IF the

proper resources are invested in them NOW! I do not expect him to become a primary

carer of his sisters but I do want him to develop the strength of character to not let

anger and frustration ruin his life and inform his choices from here.

Thank you for taking my views into consideration as part of the Committee's Inquiry.

I very much look forward to reviewing the recommendations you make in order to

improve support for carers.




