Committee Secretary
Standing Committee on Family, Community, Housing and Youth

PO Box 6021

House of Representatives

Parliament House A-0.c. aalbfe¥
CANBERRA ACT 260@TANDING COMMBTTEE i

AUSTRALIA N Submission No. 199

(Inq into better support for carers)

17 JUN.2008

| BAMILY, COMMUNITY,
| HOUSING & YOUTH

Dear Secretary

I wish to make a submission to the House of Representafives Standing Committee on Family, Community,
Housing and Youth’s Inquiry into Better Support for Carers.

As a Carer, 1 feel that my role is ...
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I think the Government can better help Carers by ...
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Thank you for faking my views into consideration as part of the Committee’s Inquiry. I look forward to
reviewing any recommendations you make to improve life for Carers in Australia.

Yours sincerely TN g &\3 gl
[Sign your name here| '

[Type or clearly print your name here]

Inquiry into Better Support for Carers
House of Representatives Standing Committee on Family,
Community, Housing and Youth
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Con Secretary,

nave been married Just on 55 years. 2 yesrs into marrie Bas had his

dications

izure, Revelant Doctors through the years, have tried differsnt ms

ful to a certain degree. Like diabetics,  sfgu have to change medication
up an immunity.

ied, we agreed, my place w at home to look aft

the famlly and house.

Bas was hig

gualified, he only

/ .
t a low wage,(a blue collar WOFKQTQ

Test ten fears, we didot have holida

ve, took the money and Bas kept working.

looked for work till 1982, and worked with the Census bureau, then for the

elections. By now the family had grown up, all getting yod

L6}

L0t

Yhe 7 =y w up with home made clofhes and Jumpers and sii for

nle food. HNo monsy

luxur

I had

o~

cecomy in 198%, and restricted on food, as it all containg food additives

and < icals. T purchase 3 pr bras, each 2 years, apvrox 370,00 pair, the Cancer

council kindly pay for one pr bras, as T am on a pension. The prothesis $320.00,

the Cancer council also out in to heln me nav for it. There are no refunds through

Benefits, even tho I have tried.

should have had his bottom teeth out years ago, but the dentist resist,

must be filled, or cleaned. Our Doctor told the dentish he had to take
one ous. Took 2 visits before it came out. % hours later, and a bill of $310.00

Evidntly some dentist have an agreement with Hosp. W'fits, thev charge a lower amourd\V

and we get a bigger refund. Unforitunately the one here in Mundaring, will not sign

the agreé¢ment, The one in M:dland Junction teeth ( 10m) and chs

£162,00

rged

Once @y hushand turned 7%, our G.P. told him, he could do no more for his seizures.
Then we were veferred to a Weurologist, Tst vi

it 30.10.06 for an hour, she charge}

210, subsequent visits, every % months $110.00, far over the recommended fee by

rdicare. Theh there was BEG 127.85, MRI 460.00, this was we were o#

Up todate, she hasnt done much better then the G.P. Admitidly she is
trying, changing medications on a regular basis.

1

One year whilst at the Dowerin

d day, came upon the Carers stand. Got tal

stalff, and was told to contact Centrelink about cting the carers allce for Bas,.

boils down, we are still living Trom week to week,

: our way, the Shire
1

over 6 months, Water rates, &

ectricity and phone paid on due date, we look nobody

in the eye Wwowing we owe them money. Dur food is simple, we have never drunk

0
4

alcohol or mmok@da I am always on the look out for reasgnable priced entertainment,

Being an e 1

cannot watch a lot of T.V. or go to the theatre to

watch a film.
We

&

rely buy clothes, when the family dont want them any more, thev come to us, if

we Can waar bthem we ke

» the clothes, or hand fthem into the local church to help otheRS

in more need than use



children, with grand children and grandchildren, They are too

iy own Llives to held us,.

casnnal vese patceh and we have cross budded fruit trees, grown without

5 heg been assessed Te see if he is capabls of staying in our owi

time we have asked for help. A rail on the

for the

aof the

in shower and toillet. T also

the len

gquite fraill, and

ke oin the shoppineg centres. Also asked for occossion in the garden,
and

214 st11l

are far too high for Bas Lo nrune, we are copl

are others

sndent, T know the far wov

us, but wc

We dont have the money a full vnrice rdener. {One

to prune the cane lilac 2y T made =& lot of phone calls, but

-

find any insurance Co. Tthat wi

Ll cover him on our property, didnt have the

00 .00 either,

test sapa in has a contral

&, when Bas izure at night, he

biadder, wmo now have to idncontinent underwear for men. He is ve

youpset

when this happens, but I only console hin, remal

the bed. Yext day off to the

i

laundra

1

thems When we married we promiséd to look s

esch oth wedding Vows .

I feel the deral Govi. ¢ in

more to help tho not

to put whotos on pension cards, to enal

our food bill,

It has got to therstage T now have to look at the

cute of mesnt. ¥We n

hard to find. I

a pi
53%.99 per kilo, one piece cost 10.97. ALl

Lookat le

imported and didnt

L oaperti This was the firs we had had for months.

Sorry to burble on for so long, have waillted for

4

get it all off my cheste

On a whole, T think the pexmnaioners and Carsrs

a pretty raw deal. When Bas

at work, there was no Super, and T didnt go to work, so have no naeat egp

ind us, we own our home, can loock all and sundrv in the

knowing we owe

nobolly anything
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Vours truly






