
  
     

         

            
 

                  
               

                 
                

         

                
                

               
                
             
           
             

                
               

         
            

              
                

                   
                 

      
                 

                
                

     
               

            
              

              
             
               

                  
              

               
               
                    



                
   
               

           
           

               
                 

            
               

               
             

      
            

           
             

                
              
 

               
          

              
                    

              
                
              

               
             

        
         

               
 

   

    
                  

                 
                

               
             

             
     



                 
             

                   
                 

               
    

                
             

                
                  

                
                      

      
              

              
              

     
                

                 
                  

           
                 

                  
              

               
                   

              

   

       

                   
               

           
                 
                  

            
              

             
                
        

                 
               

             



                 
                

              
             

               
                 

        
                

                   
                 

            
           

              
           

               
              

 
              

              
                

              
               

         
                
                   

               
                 
                  
               

              
               

               
              

                
               

                   
                    

              
               

               
                 

              
 
            

             



              
               

      
             
             

                
               

                
     

      
    

 

                
              

             

               
              

           
             

          

            
                  

                
                    

   

               
   

               
    

 

               
                 
           

             
             

              



               
    

                
             

              
              

  

             
            

                
             

         
       

         
         

     

             
               

                
            

                 
             

               
             

              
            

               
                  

                 

                 
                 

            
              

             
                  
               



               
    

              
             

                
                

             
               

                 
                
           

                 
                  

               
               

               
                 
                 

                
 

                 
     
                

             
                  

               
             

                 
  

                 
            

            
            
            

             
               

     
                 

            
                   

                  
              

                  
                 



received my $80- a week Carer Payment. This is the second time in 5 months I have had
to go through this demeaning and insulting process.
I still spent every day on the phone, talking to anyone who could point me in the

direction of help. I made an appointment to meet with a representative from a service
based lOOklm away to see if they could assist me. No one in Disability Services
Queensland had any other ideas.
I received a review form from Centrelink for my son's Mobility Allowance - they come
every year. I filled it out, and had a representative from the support association do up a
letter to accompany the form, and it was posted off. I received the offer of a lifetime for a
holiday, but did not get excited as it probably wouldn't happen. I started to look for
respite for my son - 3 months in advance of the holiday time in the hopes that we might
be able to organize something. I rang Centrelink to inquire if they had finished sifting
through my pay slips as they don't have the courtesy to advise you - you have to ring
them.
My husband and I attended a meeting with the hierarchy of the Support Association to
see what could be done to resolve the 'situation' as they called it which now existed with
me wanting to work, and them no longer wanting to support my son (and 6 other
families). We found out that the package that had once purchased 2.5 days a week of
support now would only fund 1 day of individualized support. Another blow to the
prospects of finding another solution to my dilemma.
I went to work on Tuesday and Thursday.
This week I continued the phone calls. I met with a representative from another support
association. They could only offer 1 day a week from my son's current package, and that
did not include mileage.
I received the quote of $7,222.33 for 9 nights respite for my son so that my husband and I
can take a holiday, so that is the end of that wonderful dream.
I received another Mobility Allowance review from Centrelink. They did not receive the
other one - or so they say, and I have 2 weeks to get the whole thing done again or the
Allowance will be cut.
I went to work on Tuesday and Thursday. I don't know if I will be able to go to work in 2
weeks time, nothing is resolved, and everyone in Disability Services Queensland and the
Minister's Office have put the matter completely out of their mind.
I am tired, sad, fed up and ready to do something drastic. I am not a person who matters
in this society, and I cannot take it any longer. All those who know my family have
supported my desire to find my own life now, saying that this life is too hard for anyone
to bear. Do you realize this is the sort of horrible life we lead? Things have got to change.
We have no life, and at age 50 I have completely run out of the push needed to keep on
going. If there are no vacancies available for our son in a facility of our choice, I intend to
do what so many others are forced to do and abandon the son I love so much. I want my
life back, and if it means having to do something drastic to achieve that, then so be it.

Deborah 




