
       

  
     

   

  
  

  

  



  

  
  
         
    

   
        
      

  
   

   
    

  
 

     
 

     
    

   
 

 
   

    
  
       

       
     
         

  
 



              
                  

                 
             

         

              
              

                 
 

                 
                      
       

 
                    

                   
                   
                      

                  
                   

    

                
                 

                   
                  

        

                  
                    

                      
                  

                  
                     

         

                 
                   

                
                   
              

                    
                   

 



                   
                    

                   
    

                   
                       

                  
                    

                     
                    

                        
                       
           

                   
                    

                      
    

                      
                      

                  
   

                       
                   

                     
   

                  
                   
                     

                  
       

                   
                   

                   
                     

             

                  
                

                    
                  

                    
    



                     
                    
                   

    

                      
                       
                      

                 
                  

                       

                        
                     

                  
                    

                  
                    

                      
                       

                 

                   
                      

                    
                   

                   
                     

               

                   
                  

              
                 

       

                        
                    

                       
                       

                        
                      
                        

          



                     
                 

                     
                       

                   
       

                     
                     
                   
                        

                    

                
                   
                      

                     
                    
                     

                    
                    

      

                       
                   

               

        
                      

                    
                      

              
                

                  
                   

         

                  
                    

           

                   
               
                  
                 



                 
               

   
                   

    
     
    
 
   
    

   

  

       
                  

                      
                       

                
                 

        

               
                  

                  
                 

                 
                  

                  
                

     

     
                 

               
                

      

                 
                      

                  
                 



 
                

                  
                  

              

  
                

                
                   

            

                     
                     
             

                     
                
                  

               

                  
             

  
               
                    

      

                    
                  
                      

                    
              

                 
      

   
                   

                    
                    

                    
                  

                       
                      

                        
                     



                    
        

           

 

                    
                   

                   
      

                   
                   

                 
                 

            

                   
                        

    

    
                      

                       
                 

               
      

                 
                   

                
    

                    
                        
                     

                        
                     

                     
               

                  
                

                  
                    

           



    
                 

                      
                 

                 
                
                 

             

   
                    

                       
                    

             

                 
                  
                  

                  
                      
                   

                    
                    

                     
                     

                   
    

  
                       

                    
                    

     

                   
               

                

                
                  

                   
                     

                   
                    



                    
   

                 
              

                   
                  

                   
          

                    
              

                   
        

                  
                    
        

                
                    

                    
                 

                      
   

  
                     

                   
                    

    

               
                  
                   

                 
                          

            

                     
                       
            

                    
                      

                   



                 
         

                
                  

             

                    
                

           

                
                    

                    
                    
                 
               

            

   
                     

                      
                 

                  
          

                  
                    

                    
                        

                     
                  
                   

                    
                    

            

 
                   

                    
              

                   
                    

                       
                    

                 



                   
                   

                   
        

      

      
                    
                  

                
               

                

                   
                   
           

                
                 

                    
                    

                 
                   

                 
          

                     
                   

                   

                   
                    

                  
                     
     

               
                  

        

                 
                    
                  

                     
                     

         



                     
                    

                   

         
        
                 

             
           

                 
        

                 
               

              

    
               

                    
                  

                  
                

    

                   
                   

                  
            

               
                

                 
                     

                  
                     

                 
                   

  

                 
            

               
 



                   
                 

                
                

                
                  

      

        
                 
                    

                           
                       

               
                   

                
  

                   
                

                  
                 

               

                   
                     

                    
                      

                   
                    

   

                    
             

                  
                     

        

                
                  

               

               
                     

                   
             



Pre-emptive financing
The Australian population is ageing and increasing. Medical advances are managing to keep our loved ones alive
for longer periods of time, albeit with impairments, disabilities and other physical and mental deteriorations. This
means that there will be an increased need for medical aides, such as wheelchairs, mobility assistors, incontinent
aides etc. It would be wise to budget for these future needs with an introduction of a National Medical Aid
Scheme, or something similar, along the lines of Medicare.

To illustrate such a scheme: If there are 4 million tax payers, who pay $25 per year into this National Medical
Aid Scheme, this would produce $100 million per year which would be available to assist in the purchase of
medical aides when they are required. This National Medical Aid Scheme would not require a major department
to 'oversee' the operation. The local GP could put the request for aid into one of the 900 existing staff in the
Department of Ageing and Disability. The GP would be verified and the request would be granted according to
priority.

Perhaps a National Insurance policy could be an option to cover our costs should we find ourselves forced into
the caring role? However, I would not have willingly participated in such a scheme as I would have been
adamant that I would not find myself in the caring role.

Conclusion
Carers provide an important service to Australia and yet do not currently receive the financial, medical or
emotional support they need to effectively carry out this role.

Carers desperately need practical support services, better funding and better medical care. Above all else, Carers
needs to feel connected and understood. We need to have a sense of purpose, value and a sense of achievement.
We need hope and a belief that we will be able to obtain a manageable situation. All of this is achievable with
the right support.

Thank you for taking the time to read my lengthy submission. I hope some of my information and personal
experiences are helpful to your inquiry. Please feel free to contact me if you require further information.
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