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Submission No

Date Receivad:

Ms Beverly Forbes
Committee Secretary

Secretary:

House of Representatives
Standing Committee on Fanuly and Commumity Affairs

24" October 2003

Dear Ms Forbes,

RE: INQUIRY INTO CHILD CUSTODY ARRANGEMENTS

IN THE EVENT

OF FAMILY SEPARATION: GOLD COAST FORUM: 4™ SEPTEMBER

2003

We refer to your letter dated 13™ Qctober 2003 and confirm that we have not made any

corrections to the transcript of evidence provided to us,

.

We have outlined our responses to the questions on notice below.

1. Do you accept the statistics that one of the previous submission:

¢ (Mrs Sue Price

from Men’s Rights Agency] provided on vielence among biologjcal fathers

compared with other partners? Have you looked af that eviden
children and other violence?

In relation to the first part of the question, we do not accept the statis

e about assault of

ics provided by Mrs

Sue Price. We are disappointed that the statistics seem to have been dishonestly

presented to the committee by Mrs Price to support her argument that
with their father after separation.

children are safer

Much of Mrs Price’s evidence was subsequently reported in the Courjer and the relevant
article sparked a response from Richard Madden the Director of the Australian Institute
of Health and Welfare. Mrs Price’s evidence misused statistical infoination published

by that Institute. Please find enclosed a copy of the article and the le
which was published on 9 September, 2003.

er in response

The letter outlines the way in which the figures have been taken out of context. For your
further information we also enclose a copy of pages 21-23 of Child Protection Australia,

the Report of the ATHW from which Mrs Price obtained her statistics
vital points she omitted to make:

387 lpswich Road, Annerley, Brisbane, Queenslang 4103
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1.
person responsible for the abuse neglect or harm.”

“a farnily member with whom the child was residing may not have been the

Therefore, there can be no conclusion drawn that children who are found to be abused

home. The figures also include children who have been abused by so
that home — including their natural father whom they may visit for co

who live with their mothers were abused by that mother or even anotl":;r
ta

ii.
of substantiations, they represent only a small proportion of all
families”.

We recognize that mothers sometimes also abuse their children and th

person i that
eone ontside of
ct.

“While children of female sole parents accounted for a relatively high proportion

children on these

s social tragedy

can only be addressed by working with others ‘at risk’ and providing them with

resources, education and information to assist them to nurture. Howey

rer, one of the

contributing factors to abuse of children by their mothers is the violence with which that
woman has lived — perhaps with the children’s father, perhaps in her family of ongin or

other sptuations.

Many of our clients have lived with domestic violence perpetrated upc
father of the children. It is critical for this Cormittee to understand th
between child zbuse and domestic violence during its deliberations.

n them by the
e connections

Firstly, there is a “growing body of evidence to suggest that different types of violence

may occur simultaneously in the same family, and that the presence of
violence may be a strong predictor of the other .. ! Therefore when

one form of

a mother who has

been abused by the children’s father fears his propensity for violence may be directed

against the children, her fears will sometimes be very well founded.

Secondly, there is much research now about the affects on children of witnessing

domestic. Children who have seen and/or heard violence perpetrated
parents upon the other may suffer serious consequences includimg incr
becoming involved in a violent relationship themselves, emotional and
problems, peer conflicts, social isolation and other issues which will ai
being in the short and long tenm.

We note that at the hearing at Blacktown on 1 September, the Chair as}
“What is there is a history of violence between the parents, the two ady
history of violence with the parent and the child — the parent has never
abusive to the child?”

It would be most unfortunate if the Coromittec proceeded on the basis
between parents ends at separation and that there are no on-going long

' Tomison,A (2000) Exploring family vielence: Links between child maltreatment o

y one of their

rased likelihood of

behavioural
ffect their well-

ked ‘witnesss 1’
lts, but there is no
been violent or

that violence
term

nd domestic violence in

National Child Protection Clearinghouse, Issues Paper 13, Australian Institate of Family Swmdies,

Melbourne, available at hggn:/fwww.sifs.org anmch/issyes]3 html atp 1

BGIOC6EELD

3135 TWE3T S, NIWOM

B590EEEELD

BS:ET EBBZ/BT/8C



Pd 39V

consequences. In 2000 the Court of Appeal in the United Kingdom hegard four appeals

which had been grouped together so that the court could look at the iss
where there had been violence in the home.” In delivering her judgme
the Court of Appeal, Dame Elizabeth Butler-Sloss, makes the followiy

linking domestic violence and parenting:

sue of contact
nt, the President of
g telling statement

... violence to a partner invelves a significant failure in parenting — failure to
protect the child’s carer and failure to protect the child emationally.

2. Ofthe 6000 women our Service assisted, how many went to cour,

Our statistics’ system does not collect this information and we therefo
answer this question. We are primarily an advice and information Ser
contact us when and if they need to at various stages of their matter.
woman for a one-off advice or provide detailed and ongoing support
Unlike a solicitor in private practice we rarely see a woman from the

r?

re are unable to
vice and women
Ve may see a

id assistance.

solute begiuning

of her matter at the time of separation until it is finalized. We see womnen at all stages —
before separation, after separation as well as before, during and after they have engaged
in informal processes to resolve disputes (negotiations, mediations and conferencing) and

formal processes such as a court.

We are unable to ‘track” our clients through the vanious processes they
resolve disputes after separation.

may engage in to

3. Of the 6000 women assisted how many of them are grandmothers seeking access to

grandchildren?

Again our statistics do not collect this information and we are unable %o answer the

question more fully.

4. How many are women from second marriages come fo us because they believe the

child support their husband is payng is too high

This is not an issue about which wotnen seek advice from us.

If you have any further queries about any of the matters discussed please do not hesitate

to contact Ms Zoe Rathus on 3392 0644,

Zoe Rathus
Coordinator

2Re L, V, M and H (Contact and Domestic Violence) [2000] 2 FLR 334
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Table 2.12: Finalised investigations, by source of notification and State and [Ferritory, 2000-01

(per cent)
Source of notification NSW Vie Qid WA SA Tas ACT NT
Per cent
Subject child 1 1 3 4 3 2 1 2
Farent/guardian 11 9 16 13 1 18 9 10
Sivling — 1 1 - — 1 —_ —
COther relative 8 7 12 10 16 & 10 g
Friend/neighbour 9 3 16 8 13 5 g8 12
Medical practittoner 3 3 2 2 5 3 2 5
Cther health personnel 4 & — - 7 1 2
Hospita¥heajth centre 7 4 12 @ 5
Social worker 7 2 — 4 o
Schoo! personnel 22 16 11 11 14 15 14 12
Chitdcars personnel 1 1 1 — 1 —_ 3 —_
Palice 19 20 13 14 12 2 10 18
Departmentat officer 1 5 3 14 3 12 3
Non-government organisation 2 13 4 4 — 10 18 7
Anohymous 3 — 3 1 3 7 4
Other 3 € 6 7 a —_— 4 3]
Total 100 100 190 100 100 100 100 100
Notes

1,  'Giher category mey include the malireater,
2 Refer to Table A1.4 for numbers for this 1able.

Farnily type

Data on the type of family in which the child who was the subject of a qubstantiationt was
residing were available from most jurisdictions, although it is important to note that a family
member with whom the child was residing may not have been the pexson responsible for
the abuse, neglect or harm.

Compared with the distribution of family types in the Australian population, a relatively
high proportion of substantiations involved children living in female-headed one-parent
famnilies and in two-parent step- or blended families, whereas a relatively low proportion of
substantiations involved children living in two-parent intact families. For example, in
Victoria 35% of substantiations involved children from female one-parent families, 12%
involved children from two-parent step- or blended families, 5% involved children living in
male sole parent families, while 34% involved children from two-parent intact famdlies
(Table 2.13). In comparison, in 1997, 16% of all Australian childzen lived in female one-
parent families, 8% lived in two-parent step- or blended families, 2% Li ed in male sole
parent families and 74% lived in two-parent intact families (ABS 1997).

While children of female sole parents accounted for a relatively high prpportion of
substantiations, they represent only a small proportion of all children in these families. In
Victoria, for example, the rate of substantiations for children in female sole parent families
ywas 16.8 per 1,000 while the rate for children in male sole parent families was 15.5 per 1,000
: h\(’l‘ able 2,13, ABS 1997).

There are likely to be a number of reasons for the over-representation of one-parent families
in substantiations. For instance, sole parents are more likely to:
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have low incomes and be financially stressed;
suffer from social isclation; and
have less support in their immediate famaly.

These are all factors that have been associated with child abuse and neglect.

Table 2.13: Substantiations, by type of family in which the child was residing, for selected States

EQWZ /BT/BC

and Territoriestd), 2000-01
Family type Vie Qid wa SA Tas ACT NT
Number
Two parenb—intact 2,413 2,039 k) 466 30 50 127
Two parent—step or blended 858 1767 214 446 24 36 45
Single parent—female 2,481 3,486 430 855 3% 80 111
Single parent—maie k1) 474 64 108 2 18 20
Other relatives/kin 404 194 84 65 & 2 18
Foster 1146 25 5 2 1 4
Other 488 416 15 35 3 3
Not stated 520 19 20 18 — a2 17
Total 7,608 8,395 1,191 1,996 103 222 349
Per cent
Two parent-—irtact 34 24 29 24 22 28 38
Two parent=—-step or blanded 12 21 18 23 23 18 14
Single parent—female 35 42 37 43 35 42 o
Single parent—male 5 5 9 ]
Other relatives/ki 6 7 3 1 s
Foster 2 2 — 1 ]
Other 7 5 1 2 2 2
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
{8)  New South Wales could not provise these data.
:{ores For Victoria and Queensland, family of residenca was categorised as where (he child was living at tne timajof investigation. For other
jurisdictions [t was wherg the child was living when the abuse or neglest cocurred.
z. Queensland does not have a category for 'Toster parent—these have been included in ‘Other'.
Relationship of person believed responsible
The data on the relationship to the child of the person believed responsible for the abuse,
neglect or harm to a child who was the subject of a substantiation highlight some of the
differences in the approaches to child protection across jurisdictions. Far example, in
Queensland, the focus of the child protection system is on the identification and
investigation of harm to the child and on the child’s protective needs. In situations where
harm has occurred and the person responsible is outside the immediate family, parents can
still be seen to be responsible if they have failed to protect the child. In Queensland the
natural parent was believed to be responsible in 84% of substantiations and a step-parent in
a further 4% of the substantiations (Table 2.14).
In other jurisdictions, such as New South Wales, there is a greater focus|on identifying the
person who committed an action or who caused the harm to the child. Thus, those outside
the family, such as friends or neighbours or strangers, are more likely than in Queensland to
22
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be regarded as responsible. In New South Wales, natural parents were believed to be
responsible in 57% of substantiations, friends or neighbours were beliefed to be responsible
in 12% of substantiations and strangers (included in the “other’ category) were believed to be
responsible for a small proportion of substantiations,
Table 2.14: Substantiations, by relationship to the child of pexson believed responsible,
for selected States and Territories®), 2000-01
Relationship NSW Qid WA SA Tag ACT NT

Number
Natural patent 2,780 5,944 733 1,574 34 169 227
Step-parant 353 avo 73 123 § 4 19
De facto step-parent 289 208 45 9z 7 25 g
Sibling 178 102 18 33 p 8 8
Qther relative/kin 338 222 BG 98 11 1 1
Foster parent &89 140 12 —— 1 2 2
Frignd/neighbour 533 1B 88 21 7 4 1
Other™ 274 144 74 57 g 4 8
Not stated 2,646 © 157 87 — 26 5 4
Total 7,501 8,395 1191 1,998 103 222 287

Per cent
Matural parent 57 a4 86 TG 5 78 8D
Step-parent 7 4 7 6 g 2 7
De facto step-parent 6 4 4 5 g 12 3
Sibling 4 1 2 2 3 4 3
Crher retative/kin 7 3 7 5 14 —_ 4
Foster parent 1 2 1 — 1 1 1
Friend/neighbour 12 — <] 1 9 —
Other™ 6 2 7 3 8 2
Total 1040 100 100 100 100 400 160
{fa) Victoris could not provide these data,
{b} This categary may Include other person with duty-of-care responsibility, guardians, othes child, strangers nd those people wha have no

particular relaionship with the chila.
(@ This calegory intiudes cases whare the person believed rasponsible was not applicable.
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