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Dear Committee Secretary,

My name is Brian Mahony and | am here today representing o group of concerned
parents from Grafton.

We thank the committee for this opportunity to address this important Inguiry.

We would like the committee to reflect on all of our submission, which is before you
under the name of Grafton Concerned Parents Group, and today [ will focus on the
issues of domestic violence and confliot,

When comparing the community response 1o domestic violence against the
epidemiological evidence, o clear bias emerges in the services and symputhies
townrds women.

As an example, we have attached a Mier, which appeared as a full page in the Clarence
Valley TV guide and only supports women victims of domestic violence.

This has a detnmental effect, in that, the Family Court then often leaves children at
risk in the hands of abusive mothers.

There have been several cases where this action has lead to the death of the children

(ne last year where two children died after the Family Court counsellor approved |
them being given to a delusional woman, And more recently where an 11 ye. old girl

wus murdered by her mother. Just last week o woman was sentenced for the killing of

her four children which occurred over a 10 year peried.



Unfortunately we seem 0 have little consideration for “the best imerests of the
children™ in these cases, and many women are dingnosed, ¢ither before or after the
event, with mental problems based on former abuse so as 1o receive lighter sentences.

Fathers however receive 20+ year sentences despite being a victim of long term
abuse,

Only one mother that we know of has ever received more than 10 years.
Society muokes Excuses!

If we really want to protect our children, the best model is “shared parenting” except
where there is clear psychintric or medical evidence,

Just because the current law allows shared parenting to occor does pot mean it is used,
even when it is in “the best interests of the children™. This is becanse:

II.. Fathers are not informed of, or are discournged from this option.
b. Fathers find both administrative and legal opposition to this option.
. Under the current system, exercising this option, places children ‘mt

risk", because one way to get the Court to refuse it, is for o parent 1o
ereate conflict

We have received a letter from a concerned father, which emphasises that the current
system continues conflict, as changed circumstances have returned him o the
adversanal Court system.

He would like to submil the letter W supplement his previous submission number 385.
Shared physical parenting through mediation will reduce violence and conflict, as no
one stands to gain by cresting it

Sincerely

s'-'/‘:‘;f:-' {bi E«;-_f-

Brian Mahony
Chair
Grafion Concemed Parents Group
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Dumestic  Vielence s
become oo af the most
endrmic apd pervasive farms
ol violente exisfing within
omr seciety fday. [Fs impect
on famibies in botly the short
and kg lerm can be dievas-
tnting-

“The Puttern of Domestic
Violence: There s a ssquence
of events which nay lesd o
exgreme wiolence amd which.
commmon enowgh 1o ke seen o
o paitein, Whils these evenis
usually porus i the fillowing
BOGUORCEY, WATE Alages imoy
pod pocur, aid the fiming in
maving from obe to the other
il wary from coupls b6 cou-
ple, depending on 8 variery of
factor.

I. A wiolent incideni cocurs
where the muin may Use somhe
farm of physical force againa
his parteer. The woman or e
partmer mry oo see dis 0 vio-
lence’ or may belleve that the
behaviour b approprise,

= It waa “jusd @ alegpishore™

— They sl may believe
“she desorved i,

Cuber forms of obuse may
aecir — seninl snse, prycho-
begical abuwe, soclal abiase,
Mimamcial abuise.

AR nomae poiind i time, (he
Wi mry realise something
is “wrong~. Howeyer abe may
believe she is responsible  For
the fwmily's stability, For his
hopplisess, wellbeing, and
goodll emper,

They muy boty believe abn
ham “mowsked” the violenos
amd sbuse. They may Isoth
helieve omeihing wlee i the
cause of the violence dnd the
reul problem s work, the chil:
dren, sires,; akoobal, eic,

4. She may conzider iedling

= She doean'l think any tae
will beli=ve s becanse he is
charming to everyone clse

— She dowbis her own judge-
imend abosil low seroas Lhe sdi-
mation {1 He has told ber the
too  sensilivefmemraticiover
emeiomal

= Bho has kepl ibe secret for
& long thal she (zars she will
e maked “wihy hoven’t you left
if ity 20 bad T

5. She may comsider leaving
ham but & theestesy gt 11 ehe

leaves she won'l pot care of the
chdldren: will get no money;
willl Toee the: house

6. She may iy hander...,
~ Ta please i

— T ot provoke ihe vioksd
Be=hayicisr and shuse,

= To make trings the wey he
0

Wi

=To work put what she is”

doimg wrong,

7. The winlence and sbuse
muy comtimscfescalae 0 sple
al her effora.

8. When iba has done every-
thibig poasible snd ihe violenoe
vontinges, she may keave. Or

some  imchient might bring
h‘.lihl-ﬂ:l:ﬂh—ﬂqu
ihe situadion and pronspe her io
leive — hiim hitttng the clsil-
dren, slmot killing her

2. Opee sl feaves she may
cxperience  guilt af  having
failed s 8 wile and mother,
fear of teing plone, the sttitude
of fumily mnd friemls wis sill
won't believe anything has

Domestic Violence

— Buying her presenis;

11, She mmy want to beficve
lrirm. Sthe feeds needed and vai-
wed a1 lnst nnd guilty. She feels
presaine i go haosie from ihe
children, finsncal difficoition,
haaing problems. physboal emd
emotional solatise, social st
I b alngle parcmiy, olhers,

12. AR ihin point dbe may go
home. I she doey friends sl
fmrmily mury ihank it wll sored
ol o st she mast be craty (o
o back, The psitern stiris
again.

EX. I she dossn™ go home,
the man may cscalme s par
wil, become angry and oee.. .

- Phyaleal vinlencs;

= Thareats v ahduce the chil-
drem;

—Cresie legal olsiacles o
renidency order and propery
wsitlemends,

— Create problems with fim-
by e Frienas.

14, 1f she resists ood stays
mway he may find someoos
olse, and the patiemn begin
igain with his pew partner.

Is thls happentng to you?
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