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To: Committee, FCA (REPS) e [
Subject: Child Custody Arrangemants Secrehiny

Commiltes Sacralary,
Asa Grandparent of children whose parenis are separaled, | wouid just |ike [0 say:

The most important factor in all of this (= The Children, and also lo maka boih parents adhere [0 the
Court Orders as sef oul. If these orders were followed exaclly as they say on paper, which both parents
mgreed to =i the ime of the court appearance, thers wouldnt be half as many complaining pamsnts. It always
becomes spiteful after a dvorcedseparation and whom ever becomes the Main Carer of the children dogs
amnything possibile o "get back™ at the other pareni. ag: The normad proceedurs 8 o award Shared Gustody,
Both parents have them allemate weskends, and half the school holidays, with bolh parenis being allowed 1o
g8 tham for 2 specified amount of ime on birthdays and spacial occasions. The Mother is usually awsrded
as the main carer, and the father i allowed o go 1o school activities and receive school reports stc. and
phone the children at certain limes allotted.

A3 in our casa (the grandparents) we fry not 1o monopolise our grandchiidran as the average time he
gefs to sea his chidren is onoe a manth for Saturday and Sunday. | pick them up o as we can see them for &

o |

! ﬁqm NGHE ALEld baligve 5Ome H g8 the children tall us
that happens, but no one cares, childrans services say that it is the way it is.

| feal @n appropriate way 1o overcome many of these probiems, especiaily for the parents who live
within say Two Hours drive of aach other, would be fo (1 hour to middie)

aj) Chooss a school half way betwaen bolh parents

b) Ezch parent has the children 12 days at & ime (whalever is aggreed 23 fair)

a) That they bé picked up and drepped off at school (by amanged parsons)

d} Thet Birthdays ame celebrated whenever you have tham, il is preat they hava 2 partas

g} Christmas fime for Christmas Day is afranged before hand as is any other special
days, whether for family or friends efic.

f Either the first half or second half of schoal holidays stay (he same uniess boih
parents agres to change,

al The Parent raceiving maintenancs must show recelpts for same for the Children, not

to pay off his or her car or othar goadies.

| maka theass commants as a concamed Grandparant, somathing has to be dona, for the hesith and
wisllbalng of thesa childran, as mosi of them are sed as poms for the parents
spitefulmess, whather they abuse tham or just negled them or tum them agains! the other parent
Al least if there s substansiial custody for several days the Aunts, Uncles, Grandparenis Cousins gto. can fit
i aomea fima o sae them, bul 2 dayas a month (sLpposad to ba avery second weskend) doesn'l even give thal

rit anough timea with tham for anything.
am availabla for any Turfher commenis or inpul. | kope | haven faken up too much of your time but this is

wery special 1o me as they will be grown up 100 quickly and never know this side of the family

Y ours fithfully

18/08/2003




