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HouseofRepresentativesStandingCommitteeonFamily andCommunity Affairs
Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

~

7’~August,2003 :: I

DearCommitteeMembers

Pleasefind attached a submissionsent on the
6

th August 2003. Upoflre~-.r~ádfngour
submissionwe envisage that the membersof the committee maynot appreciatethe
range of organisations that are represented in the Family Law Foundation. We
consideredthat it would be useful for membersof the committeeto be aware of the
greatscopeoforganisationsinvolved

The Family Law Foundation commencedin 2002, following concerns aboutthe
myths and misunderstandingin the community about Family law matters.
Subsequently,the headsof the threemajor family Jaw mediation providers invited
potentially interestedorganisationsto attend a meetingto discusstheir concerns.
Almost everyone invited attended. The list of organisations who attended this
meetingis attached.

At this initial meeting, theChief~usticeofWesternAustraliantheHonourableDavid
Malcolm acceptedan invitation to openproceedingsby addressingthegathering.The
outcomeof themeeting was a unanimous mandatefrom thoserepresented,to form the
Family Law Foundation. Also attached,is a copy of theFoundation’s6Aims and
Philosophy’.

The Commonwealth Attorney General’s Departmenthasadvised that jt views the
Foundation as being a model for similar organisations in other partsof Australia to
iutprovedcornniunityunderstanding on family law issues. The Attorney Cleneral
providedus with an $10, 000 seedgrantto assistthe Foundation in carrying out its
objectives.

The inaugural SteeringCommittee consistsofthe following:

• RelationshipsAustralia
• Centrecare
• Anglicare
• CommunityLegal Centre(s)
• TheLaw SocietyofWA
• Legal Aid WesternAustralia -

• WACOSS
• Dads @ Lifeline
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• Associationof Lawyers for Children
• Women’sRefugeGroup
• Unions WA

Yours faithfully,

Co-convenor
FAMILY LAW FOUNDATION
C/oPOBox 793
MIRRABOOKA W A 6941
(08)94401663
FAX: (08)94401669
EMAL: JennieWalters@fcl.fl.asn.au

fri

Ms JenniferWalters

U
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FAMILY LAW FOUNDATION

Initial Meeting, Thursday 26 September 4.3Opm,
Alexander Library Theatre

ATTENDANCE LIST
Chief Justice David Malcolm Supreme Court WA

Ian Carter
Jennie Hannan

Ang licare
Anglicare

Tony Pietropiccolo
Karri Hillier
Joe Goerke

Gordon Melsom
Margaret Haismith

Chief Justice Holden
Stephen Thackray
John Mallon

Linda Richardson
Joan Malpass

Centrecare
Centrecare
Centrecare

Relationships Australia
Relationships Australia

Family Court of WA
Family Court of WA
Family Court of WA

Womens Policy Office
Womens Policy Office

Sue Bowers
Bernadette Bloxham

CPSu
CPsu

Michael Thorne
Stephen Kaye

Glenda Scott
Jacinta Dunn

Jenny Walters
Karen Merrin

Helen Stamp
Suzanne Holgate

Paul Kerin
Tracey Gillett

Social Policy Section, DCD
Social Policy Section, DCD

Child Support Agency
Child Support Agency

Northern Suburbs Community Legal Centre
Northern Suburbs Community Legal Centre

Gosnells Community Legal Centre
Gosnells Community Legal Centre

Family Court Counselling
Family Court Counselling

Chris Slattery
Jasmine Shawcross
Michael Hovane
Joy Taylor

Legal Aid
Legal Aid
Legal Aid
Legal Aid

Lynne Williams Domestic Violence Children!s Counsefflr~g
Service

U
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Kedy Krystall

Noel Giblett

Rob Bell
Julie Roberts

Jennifer Gardner

Pauline Phillips

Jo Buontempo

Leanne Barron

Steve Heath

Dave Robinson

Ria Cusmano

Penelope Gifes
Jane Crisford

Michael Cole

Lea Anderson

Miles Kunzli

Linda Wennstron

Chief Magistrate Heath

Ian Ozanne

Moira Rayner

Clare Thompson

Lanie Chopping

Angie Hartwig

Lisa Young
Di Sedgewick

Brett Degold
Maggie Woodhead

Genevieve Errey

7

Pat Giles Centre

Lifeline (Lone Fathers)

Dept. of Community Development
Dept. of Community Development

School of Social Work, Curtin University

Family Violence Coordinating Committee

Sussex Street Community Law Service

WACOSS

The Magistrate’s Court

Unions WA

Citizen’s Advice Bureau

Women’s Lawyers Assoc

WLA & WA Bar Assoc

Law Society

Women’s Law Centre

Human Rights WA

CLAC Fremantle

Magistry

Perth’s Men’s Group

Equal Opportunities Commission

President, Law Society

Gay & Lesbian Counselling Service

Women’s Refuge Group

Murdoch University Law School
Murdoch University LawSchool

Family Court Forum
Family Court Forum

Domestic Violence Prevention Unit
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THE FAMILY LAW FOUNDATION

PHILOSOPHY

Theneedfor balancein communitydiscussionof family law issues
and a focuson therightsof thechild.

AIMS

~ To ensurecommunity accessto accurateinformationabout thewide rangeof solutions
available to resolvedifficulties arisingfrom thebreakdownof family relationships.

• To assistin the developmentof a long-term community educationcampaignregardingthe
family law systemand, promote discussionaboutthe principles that underpinthefamily law
system.

~ To ensurethat the protectionandwellbeing of children informsall discussions.

+ To ensure chatthe impact of family and domesticviolenceis recognIsedandconsideredIn
dIscussions.

+ To promote a safeenvironmentfor individuals and institutionsinvolved in thefamily law
system.

+ To promote informed debateabout family law issues~

STRATEGIES

o Collectanddisseminatetoparliamentarians, media andothers,suckresearchdata,

articlesandjudgementsaswill:
ensurean appreciation of the extentto which mostrelationshipissuesarenow
rc~olvedby mediation/cc,nciliationlcounsollingflawyerfacilitatednegotiation,
and the extent to which thecourtsystemis reservedfor the mostcompIe~tand
difficult cases;

)> addressmisunderstandingsprevalent in the community aboutfamily law issues.

o Encourage mediato publish materialthat promotesthe pcacefniand co-operative
resolutionof relationship issues;

o Encouragemediato avoid publication of materialthat condonesviolence,whether
againstmembersof the family or thosewho reck to protecttheir interests;

o Stimulate discussionabout the impact of thefamily law systemandthebehaviourof
parentsandguardiansin thecontextof thesystemand the consequencesof such
behaviour;

0 Lobby to give effectto the aims of theFoundation.


