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House of Representatves Standing Committes
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;I Secretary:

gard 10 the Government's recent response 1o the Report of the Family

Havin& re
' ays Advisory Group:-

Law Patry
1 submit fhe following for consideration, addressing specically the following-
fthat the best interests of the child are the paramount consideration.

at other factors should be taken into account in deciding the respective
ithe each parent should spend with their children post separation, in

' plarticular whether there should be a presumption that children will spend

wal ime with each parent and, ¥ so, in what circumstances such a

following submission to-

:Commiittgp Secretary

: ommittee on Family and Community Affairs
Fody Arrangements inquiry

of the House of Represertatives
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] SUMMARY

| Haviné :-3-: rd to the Government's recent response to the Report of the Family
Law Pat | ays Advisory Group,

in responge to
| ]
{a) giv;em at the best interests of the child are the paramount consideration:
1 havel sumitted my paper supporting the belief that children through chikdhood
- and info garly adolescence need to be, for the most part, under the care

| predomingtely of the Mather. PART 1 THE MOTHER

. l
!m respo .,'-‘ to

(i) what cfher factors should be taken inta account in deciding the respective time
-each prar BNt should spend with their children post separation,

: Assuming] that the children live predominately with the Mother, | befieve .
- submissigns from the parents separately and together (if possible) should address
the time #ach parent should spend with their children. The way the family worked
 before saparation seems 10 be the most important contributing factor.

*If called tf give further evidencs ! will contribute to this point furthe.

E

H-a ded 10 the second part of
() in parfeutar whether there should be a presumption that children will spend
_equal tmg with each parert and, if so, in what circumstances such a presumption
could be eDutted.

't have Fe!

No. | do ffot think there should be a presumption that children spend equal tme
‘with eachlparent. 1 believe the Mother is the parent most equipped to meet the best
interests Bf the chitd in childhood and sarly adolescence. Any deviation from this
"Base” s uld be made by an application by both parents individually and together
ito the Lol
‘And sicfija presumption be rebutted

'WHERE JJHERE ARE EXAMPLES OF THE CHILDREN FLOUNDERING,

' EVIDENCE CHILDREN ARE NOT COPING WITH THEIR PRESENT LIVING
i ARRANGEMENTS. - (USTEN TO WHAT GHILDREN ARE SAYING).
'WHERE [JHERE IS EVIDENCE OF ABUSE,

_THE EFFECTS OF ECONOMIC, EMOTIONAL AND MENTAL ABUSE ARE NOT
FULLY RECOGNISED BY SOCIETY IN GENEAAL OR THE LAW.

-

ATION ? COMMUNICATION? CONFLICT?
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PART1 | THE MOTHER

From they
the begir

kime of conception a band develops between a mather and child, the time
hing of the most intimate connection imaginable.

‘The prociss of Birth is the most unique and treasured process, and must be

N
To the M

anewde

er, after the experience of birth, a whole new world “appears”, there is
h, a “knowing® and there is an instinct to defend and care for the child

fonkss would her young®.

ﬁ

is 4t this time following birth that women are emotionally and physically at
st vuinerable.

Lit centuries of humanity and in alt cultures around the world the Mother
the most important elerment in the ysars of childhood and into early

8 2. The mother provided the fundamental care and nurturing to the
suring heaithy development.  There are naturai laws, unspoken wisdom,

twiedge that have always worked for the benefit of our chitdren.
;
bd was treasured and childhood was holy and it was not even gquestioned
fafe and society would not support the mather in her effort to provide a

ul and physical environment for the developing child.

lir modern time the law and society naturalty accommodated the needs of
jdren experiencing parental separation and entrusted them into the care

Bw, more and more families are not going to survive the pressures of the
brid.  The knowtedge seems to have been “lost" and the natural laws
2 always worked for the benefit of our children are in the process of

i our socxery shouid take into consideration millennia of wisdom

ifl danger of following modern trends which, if we fail to address correctly,

jto prove themselves as unsustainabte.



