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| am a 48 yo single supporfing working mother with one child of 3 ¥ years of age. | aiso have raisad two other

children alone, the oldest now being 27 vears of age.

| have had cause o use the services of the Family Court of Western Australia for all my children's contact with

their raspective fathers.

| have had causa to use the services of the Child Support Agency. and some of their appeals proceses.

| have listed my comments under the wrms of reference

{a) given that the best interests of the child are the paramount consideration:

= (i} what other factors should be taken into account In declding the respective time each parent
should spend with their children post separation, In particular whether there should ba a
presumption that children will spend equal time with each parent and, if o, in what
circumstances such a presumption could be rebutted; and
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Fociors to (nke inlt oot

Whether or not parents have ever cohabiled especially after the birth of the chid.

Each parents experence raising previous children

Ability for parents o co-parent effeciively and without sggression.

Effects on the child causad by prolnged contact with the other parent as stated by custodial parent

Effects on the custodial parent of the child's distress and confusion caused by being raised by al laast

two sets-of ‘rules’

Effects of shared custody on chid’s interaction with peers (difficult due fo changes In homes for certan

days of the week/monihvyear

7. EWects on Cusiodial parent and other parent of having to have freguent contact with the ather parant
due lo handovers and necessary exchangs of information

8, The Family Court uses the services of Child Exparts {Psychalogsts) in various disciplines which are

often unrelated to the particular case in question o Assess parents. Decisions are then made by the

Family Court in relation to a childs contact with non custodial parent. While this process appears

blased and rushed Kk at least attempts to profect the interests of the child.

@ b

I do not belleve that there should b a presumption that a chiéd who is considerad (o0 young o ghve evidenca
in a Court of law should spend equal Ume with both pareris.

My personal experience is that when a child is under the age of (aboul) 8 years of age, |itle regard is paid o
any comments the child may make aboul inappropriate behaviour by either parent. This means the likely
recourse o solve these sor of problems s the Family Court. This is an expensive, stressful and potentiaily
damaging process.

Parents who have never cohabited hava littie or no common basis for child rearing and | believe it would
be detrimental lo the emotional if not health of a child under at least eight to be subjected to &t least
two different sets of values and child rearing methods,

(i} i what clrcumstances a court should order that chlidren of separated parents have
contact with other persons, Including their grandparants.

1. In cases whers the Grandparents or other persons can show due reason why they should have such
contact, or the child fequests contact with them
2  Whers parents have refused contac! without due reason

(b) whether the existing child support formula works fairly for both parents in relation to their care of,
and contact with, their children.

1. 1 do not believe the sxisting Child Support Formuia worlks fairly for aither parent.

2 There are many loopholes and if the paying parent knows aboul them, considerable stress is pul on the
‘paid parent to confinually fl in Change of Assessment forms to ansure they are recaiving the comrect
smount of chidd support.

3. Although CSA has provision for fines in cases of deliberate ‘hiding of income, | have never heard of
fines baing issusd, ,

4. CSA appears io have thie opinion that if a parend is ‘paying something” then they will not proceed with
any inquirkes in case this causes cessation of payments.

5. C3A does nol collect and maintain information which [asts longer than any one assessmaent period.
Once the assessment period ends CSA uses the latest Tax Return to establish taxable income for
Child Suppaort purposes. |

fi. CSA appears o have the opinion that they ars seversly understaffed and so are not able to cross
referance information and so it is the ‘paid” parents responsibility to pursue the matter if thay are not
satisfied.

Exampée: A paying paranl who owned hig home oufnght, worked for salary and had no detds, purchased an
investmant propay and bought and soid shares. He (hen used thess fems fo reduce his taxabie income for
CSA calcuiations. Affer iodgement of a Change of Assessment Form and imterview by custodial parent, he
{the payer) was ordered by CSA fo ncrease payments and make back payments. He was also ordersd fo
submit the following years Tax Refurn by the end of Seplember.

However, when the sssessmant perlod ended some 18 manths later, G54 accepled his (the payers) fax
return stalement and CSA payments were considerably lowered. No allowance was made for the fact thal he
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still had the investment property and was stil investing in the share markel. The only recourse for the
custodial parent was fo lodge anolfor Change of Assessment Form and go ffrough the infenview process
aFaire.

This process when it happens in conjunction with Family Courl matters places undug stress anithe cuslodial
parent.

This man has not been fined by CSA and continues to accumulaie a CSA debl,

The Custodial parent lives in confinual knowledge that in onder io ensure comec] payments ar baing made a
Change of Assassment form needs to be lodged by her every at least 18 months.

Thank you for the opportunity to have soma part in the Inguiry process.
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