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Dear Sir or Madam,

Unfortunately, | have only recently seen detalls in regards to the
abovementioned inquiry and therefore my submission is both last minute and
brief.

| have two chiidren, a daughter, Il aged 9 and a son, (NN 2ged 6.

They are, always have been, and always will be the most important part of
my life. '

Initially foliowing separation I had our children every weekend collecting them
on my way home from work on a Friday afternoon. This arrangement
continued for a number of months and during this time we attended
mediation (Via Relationships Australia) to resoive contact and financial
issues. | was seeking shared care of our children and | discussed 2 number
of aptions with my wife to achieve this aim. Mediation was unsuccessful {i felt
also the level of expertise provided by RA was sadly lacking in this regard.)
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Following breakdown of these discussions | sought legal advise as did my
wife following which | received correspondence from her that | was “entitied”
to have the children every second weekend and for a few hours in the

completed by a retired Family court judge (Mr Bully). | was not privy to this
meeting and was not advised of deliberations other than “your husband had
employed a high powered solicitor and she should do likewise” (she was
referred to a senjor partner in the fim who had completed the evaluation!)

Our children have always had a substantial amount of contact with my
parents who have also provided a tremendous amount of support to our
famity (they cared for our daughter for two days per week after my wife
retumed fo work until the birth of our second child). My Wife's parents have
only ever had limited contact with sur children, and there support has been
minimal or non-existent. They have relocated on a number of occasions
(always further from our family) and shortly after our separation they
relocated from QId to Tasmania, (When you would think the children and
their mother could do with their support). .

To enable me to facilitate shared care of our children | had the ongoing
support of my family and 1 had arrangements approved with my employer to
‘job share” two to three days per fortnight to assist me in their care. My wife
however continued fo insist that this could not work and that the children
“needed their mother’s care and stability more”

With the proceeding of the legal process to resolve this matter we attended
mediation at the Family Court in Brisbane. The Family Court mediator
advised that “whilst there was a littie bit of a change in thinking away from the
old two days per fortnight, that shared care would be unlikely unless both
parents agreed to this”

My solicitor also advised me that it was unlikely that i would be successful in

obtaining shared care but that given my position she was confident that [
wouid get “better than the old two days per fortnight”

Armed with the advise of Solicitors; Family Court mediators and the general
perception in society it is easy to see why my ex wife was confident in her
resolve (she couldn't lose) to not negotiate suitabie shared care
arrangements that would benefit both the children,ourseives, and extended
family
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In addition and related to the child contact issues is the financial seftlement
which also shows a distinct bias. Again, on the advise of solicitors my wife
was advised that she was “entitled” to between 60 or 70% of our asset pool
regardless of what assets we had each brought into the relationship. (When
we met 1 owned my own home and had a reasonable asset position in
relation to my age that | had worked hard to build up. My wife had limited
assets and savings) My wife used the “need to look after the children”
argument to justify this reasaning,

in the end after expending a substantial sum of money on legal expenses
and a day in the Family Court | now have interim contact amangement as
follows:

I collect our Children on the Thursday moming before school and they are
with me on the Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights then being collected by
their Mother on the Monday evening after dinner of each fortnight.

! also see the children for a couple of hours on my off Thursday and have
them for half of their schoo! holidays.

This arrangement is “just short” of Family support guidelines in the number of
nights the children are with me for shared care.

| have atfempted to negotiate with the children’s mother to coliect the children
on the Wednesday evening after | finish work in lieu of Thursday morning and
have the children stay with me overnight on the Monday. These
arrangements constituted no disruption o either the children or parents and
could be easily catered for.

As this would constitute shared care my wife has refused even though these
ammangements provided more stability for the children, an opportunity for me
to be more involved in their day to day schooling.

Qur financial setllement has now been finalized by mutual agreement with
me handing over in excess of 50% of my assets with no allowances for what
we had before we met. Whilst | do not think the agreement was in any way
fair or justifiable I had little option to negotiate with my lega bills escalating.

Final orders are still to be completed in relation to our chitdren and with
recent media coverage of the current system and (possibie?) moves to a
more equitable system my ex wife is now pushing ahead to have this matter
finalized as soon as possible. |n this regards | assume that | will have the
choice of accepting my current lot, having my time with the children reduced,
or going back to the courts again to try to obtain a more equitable
arrangement.
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Shared care will not work in every instance however when both parents are
committed to their children and are capabie of maintaining an arrangement |
believe it should be the first option considered by parents and if that fails the
Courts.

There are far to many mamages breaking down in society today with children
being left without the love, care and nurturing of both of their parents.

| believe the system is assisting in this regards in that with the current bias
there in no compuision on the mother to efther make an attempt to work
things out as she knows that she will retain major care of the children, an
ongoing income stream from the father, and the bulk of financia assets.

[ am a committed father. | want to be there for my children, 1o support and
help them and to share in their joys and achievements. | believe there are too
many other fathers out there in this same position who are being denied this
apportunity due to an incapacity to deal with a biased Court and Legal
system and the perceptions of society in many instances promoted by the
media

Children need both their mother and their father and if both parents are
capable, willing and able and committed to this goal the system should be
Supporting this goal.

| hope that this inquiry brings these matters to the fore and that we can have
a speedy and constructive resuit,

Yours faithfully
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