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Thos mebmdasson i3 hased on personal expersence and upon ancodotil e some of :
fricnds and colleagues, have weathersd the siorm of separation and ﬁhﬁmﬁ 3“:?\&%3

i § Secratary
Parenting a child s ofien both the most rewarding yet challenging opportunsty & person ever undertakes.  Each
child in defferent and responds 1o their paresta, drblings, peers and circumatances differently in guining their own

Life expenience.

To rmise well mdjusted, confident, socially responsible young men and women |s the challenge every parent Bices
and they must be supported mnd encournged by Governments and government agencies:  Unfortunately weay,
meere angd more young people are [acking o sell-eneem, confidence and social skilis than in the pest, This ia
evidenced through their higher drug use, wi-risk bohovicurs, vielence, teen pregnancy (Gth-highest tecnage
pregrancy mie and Jrd-highest aborticn rate among AECD countrizs) and muicide.

The most nnportus aspect of parenting is love — love for & child demonstraied through providing time and encrgy
1 stappert each child to achieve thetr best,

When two people become parents, most ofiest, they make 8 commitment 1o mise their child in a safe and happy
environment. That commitment does not necessarily mean that both parents will spend equal time, energy, or
financinl resources in schieving that goal. 1t certainly doean’t mean that the parent who spends more money oa, or
time or energy with, the child is s “better parent™.

Separation and divorce rarely happen when parents are happy, cooperative and in o satisfying relationship. Rather
it occurs when two people have reached a point where frustration, anger, disagreement and sometimes violence is
destneiive to the relationship, Unfortunately it is often hd:hmrtrmdmddphmdmm
are required to make decisions about fture arrangemenis for iheir clildren trying to keep “the best interests of the
child/chiidren™ in mimd. I

The chollenge of “deciding respoctive time with ench parent’” cannod be simply 8 matier of determining the bours
per day’ week or month each parent should spend with their child - that is clearly too simplistic, Good quakity
time spent with each child should be the-amm of every parent whether or oot they are living with the child wnd this

cannol be legislxied by Governmeni, I

Socual palicy ~ Australia®s fuure:

The phyuical, emotional, social and spirinaal well being of Auwmmalian children is of viml importance to all
Australians. Therefore this Inquiry hay been ssked o call for submissions knto child custody mmangements in the
event of family separation. The Australian Government must be spplinded in taking this sctinn.

The Family and Community affairs Committee, of the Australinon Government, hns been ask o mvestigate -

1] Given that the best misreats of the child are the paramount conswderation:

] what other factors should be mken into scoount in dockding the respective time cach parent
should spend, with therr childen post separation, m particular whether there should be a
presumption that chifdren will spend cqual time with coch parent mnd, if so, in what
cincumstances such 8 presusgption could be rebutted; and

Lif} int what circsimsisnces & cowt should drder thal children of separation parents have contact with

(b} Whether the exipting child suppor formels works fairly for both parents in relstion 0 their cars of, and
contact with, their children

What faciors should be taken innd scooimt?

. Age of Child/children: How each porent provide love / cire / comtrol / bappy emvirooment [ stabify for
their children — changes as the child grows op. I

- Children with special needs: Children with spocial needs

. Imporiance of quality time: How pareats demonstraie love § cere [ provide conirol | a happy eovironment
anl ababiliey for their children — varies sccording 10 their ovn experience/ their personality /iemperament
and the personalltyiemperament of the child Some people speak the “love language” of quality me,
ul]:u-lmmhhll:lﬂhnflﬂhmﬂhn.u:ﬁhu . 8 being mote important.

“




" Provision of Gnancial siability; Some parenis sposd considerable tme sway fom their children withous
being separnied from their partoer, 1M'a porent o in the armed forces, ravel long distances for work otc.
they may be awny from the children for extended times. The noeds of these children are just as imponant
as the nesds of children fom sepamied parsnts, bul balancing “equal tme" may be harder on these
fumilics if the parents: separiie or divorce.

To prescribe & “tme reguirement”™ of parents may creats s many problems s i@ seeks 10 address,




The Assumption of egual time followi lan

Both parents are equally responsible for the creation of the child, for the provision of & suitable environment for
the child and for adequately providing for the financial, social, emotional and physical needs of ther children.

. Tt therefors reasonably o expect that children should have equal atocas 1o time with both parents nllowing
separation. In the majority of cases this would hr'ﬂlnﬁummquammm“:m
where equal time b Bot going to be appropriate of practical snd A 7 sssessment by & paychologiat or
the police und the possibility of indial dustody visits being “wupervised visita™ eto could all play a part in
finding the ~best outcome for the children” as well as giving both parents the most appropriate defermination
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This submission s bused on personal expericnce snd upon snecdotsl evidence — 1, as well as some of my
siblingy, friends and collearues, fove westhered the sorm of seprration and divorce,

Introducton;

Parenting & child is often both the most rewarding yet challenging opportunity a person ever undertakes. Each

child is different and responds o their parents, siblings, peers and circumstances differently in gaining their
2, circomstances differently in gaining their own life expericnce.

To rmise well adjuned, confident, socially responaible young men and women 18 the challenge every parent
faces and they must be supported and encouraged by Governmenty and government sgencies. Unlortunately
ioday, more and more yoang people are lacking in sell-esisem, confidence and soctul skills than in the past.
This is evidenced through thetr higher drog use, m-risk bebaviours, vinlenoe, toen preguancy {fth-highest
tetnage pregoancy e and ded-highest sbortion meie among AECD coustries) ond  suicide,




