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Committee Sccretary -
Standing Committee on Family and Comnwmity Affairs
Child Custody Amangements knquiry

t of the House of Repres=raatives i
Parliament Honse Canberra ACT 2600 f

Re: All Voices Must be Heard in ChilannuctInquir)y

As a Single mother with two children, 8 boy 6 years old and a girl 3 Yiyearsold 1
would like to make a response regardisig your Media Release on the above subject
from my own personal experience and in my children’s personal expetiences.

I am in total agreement thar both parents have contact with their children, but the first
issue on “in the best interest of the child” should be a safety issue and not just that the
pazent is entitied. Each family separation is different from ay other separstion, and
rmost adules after separating ect like adults end do what is in the best interest for the
child. But in other separations where “domestic violence, drug and or substance abuse
has_bnuathcmajmﬁcwrﬁ:rthesepmﬁmadiﬂudomtbehuwﬁkea&nmwthe
ehi'iﬂ:mnt_ are then ordered by the courts, for what seems 1o be in the interest of the
pere '

Far the children, on custody disputes, it is my experience that the background of the
family relationship is an issue, which should be reviewed to ensure the “best interest
- of the child™. Therefore it would be unjust for all children to go through custody on

. ome custody law, as this does not take incansidevation the background the child has

had to endure,

1 am still going to Family Court regarding my 3 % year old daughter and am trying to
point out to my solicitor “the best interest of the child”, which does not seem tn be
heard in the Family Law Court so “infact™ it seems to be “what’s in the best interest
of the parent” seems {o be the issues and ks nights, not the safety, consistency, health
and wellbeing isaves. . .

In my own case, my former partner was a Yonth Worker, the children sudI
experienced domestic violenee daily, Although the violence was not physieal the
environment that we lived in was all emotional, verbal and psychaological torture.
After the children and [ were thrown out of our environment, we wexe placed in the
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Women'’s and Children’s services where for the first time in their lives the children
felt safe and showed feelings without being verbally abused.

At this time my 3-year-old daughter and 6-year-old son develop a more emotionat
love.mspwtmdpromﬁonwwadseschothcr.mmedfmmlﬁnghasalw
mmmmmmmanﬁwwmmwwmu&m
secme.Bﬁthe&sibﬁngmlaﬁamhipisaﬁmesmngﬁthantheir&csmciﬂm
mother or father, even ut this carly age.

h&abmhumof@chﬂddomMcmﬁdﬁSibﬁngsmgrﬁngmmim,
secmiﬁ,safetymwdl—bdng.Th:Cowtdoesm!wnsiderm‘blhgsmmm
10 be as important as Mother or Fathers. Yet my siblings constantly suppot, console,
helpandimractasahondﬂdfamﬂymit.indepmdmﬂyﬁmﬂwadtﬂts.
Wheutheymmsedngthe&dad’sfnmighﬂyuhmﬁmmeympe
mmﬁh.%mwu—wﬁnmﬂwmimh@d&athemhumz“
fortnight and every Thursday from 4pm and hand her over Friday moming st 10am,
mydaugh:erhasmﬁmdmeremoﬁonalhebsﬁmpmbm,whichinmhas
effects on her brother. )

This additional Thursday is definitely not in “the best interest of the child”, as she has
Mdsepmﬁmmﬁuy,mmndmm,mm&emoﬁonﬂombmw
crving and frustration, distupted sleeping patierns and even watting the bed.

Op hendover with oy deughters father, I have had to consider the safety issues as
being a first priority, yet the court’s does not see this as there problem.

1 agree that there are Fathers that genuinely Jove there children, and that some contact

for keeping 2 relationship with their children is a important, but, “For the Interest of
the Child” the safety issues should be & priority issues above all, and the family
background is one way to review the “best interest for the child”. '

Myonlyfearﬁqrmychildrmisthatmyax—pumaa&crbehgmdemthreemm
hig acult life, twice since my relationship, should lapse and fall info his old habits
after his supervision is over, for the caurt cannot supervise kim alf the time. And
Society would agzin consider him o have made amends.

Policies and Act should not been made for Family Law, each family simation should
be assessed separately by the Cotrts and other welfare groups, counselling to be able
to corschyde the best interest of the child. Although Legal Aid has been wonderful in
helping me, it is very hard to compete against other solicitors Who arc being paid and
spem to work harder for their client than mine is and she is apparemtly “Working In

the Child’s Best Interest”.



