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SUBMISSION TO CHILD CUSTODY ENQUIRY

Committee Secretary
Standing Commiittee on Family and Comnrunity Affairs,
Child Custody Arrangements Enquiry,
Department of the House of Representatives.
Parliament House.
CANBERRA
ACT 2600
Fax 02 6277 4844

Dear Secretary,

T‘heFmﬂthAamintroducedhnotheAusu‘alim Parliament m 1975.

It hes NOT benefited Australian society.

The Family Court is feared and reviled through the community.

It is regarded as Unjust Unfair and Inequitable.

There is a strong conviction in Australian society that its judgements are heavily bissed towardsy

women and that belief is well founded.

Overeightypercmofdivorceapplicationsmmadebyworummmtiaﬁcmyﬂwykmw
thntsolecultodyofﬂncﬁldrmisnearbralwuysawardedtoﬂlemoﬂwr.M'efom,‘fﬂtom%of

theoonnmnpmpmypoolwillalsogotothewom.

Solecustodyaw&rdaofclﬂldrmtothemothuismmnnnonbytheFamﬂyCmofmmﬂhM

access by the non custodial parent, (the father) to his chit
Contact”. The term denotes contact between fathers and
fortight and half the schoo) holidays."

The bonding between the father and his children, his abilj
tolﬁschildtmhaslittlechmceforsucoessinthatshonp

dren is known by the court as "Standard
hischild:mu“Oneweekendeuch

ty to display & positive male role mode!
eriod of contact time.

Children need a male role model in their lives and study after study have confirmed this.
Thebiologicalfathm'isbyfarthebestpmontoﬂllthatmlemdthatshmﬁdbcforio%ofthe

children's time,

Ifully support the concept of SHARED AND EQUAL PARENTING.

l’ntheUSAapmumptionorpreferenceforJOINTCUSTDYmdstsinatmmmmsthe

District of Columbia.




FREATSER COAST TOAALS

F.
oAU T oG0S 1D Iol Tom— '“m

There should be a PRESUMPTION i the Family Law Act that CHILDREN WILL SPEND
EQUALTMWITHEACHPARFIIET. o |

Onlyifbothpmulsmeoomdwsmdyof their children be varied

%mwmmmmmwmmmwmwmmm
CONVIC‘I'EDinaCounty, Disnictor&quCmm.ofphyﬁulormnhneor
assault of their child
mmmmrmcm,mmmmmammmmmm
tod%%%ﬁyoftb%%mﬁnﬁ&b@mmm 1
grmdparem,srmdpnmorabloodrﬂaﬂveoftheehild.'

parents.
Ewnwmmﬁmmwl&mmmspwquﬂ&mwhhmhmismmemﬁﬁn
m‘andpumtoapplymtheFmﬂyCowtformwouidbemyme.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.

DmeﬁcVMmawmmnmd&dmmMHawapmmemdyappﬁmﬁm
mdhthedetmlﬂnlﬁonofthemmolsplit._

Personal Injuries Cormpensation Awards, Workers Compensation Awards and Victims of Crime
Awwﬂuhouldbeududedﬁ'mthe"CommonPool‘ofam. Thcymlwu'dedlohlyﬁﬂhe
uuoftbopermthsymmﬁedonmdmmddmbemdumof&mm, '
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FAMILY LAW ACT.
FAMILY COURT OF AUSTRALIA.

Merriage Breakdown, Separation and Divorge,
The economic and mdaloostofproduoinganindiﬁdualsohxﬁoﬂdeeiﬁon for each marriage
breakdown is placing an intolerable burden on Australian Society.

IheLegﬂ/F‘mndﬂcommminoustoliﬁgamgmyeambmeﬂdmiubdngthehgd
Fraternity and the Famity Law Industry.

Ihwnﬁmshoﬂdbem&ﬂedwmiﬂmthouﬁgmmdobﬁsﬁomupmnpmﬁonwdiwm,
mmmyagumm,wtwithmnammthemmﬂdupmy

EXISTING CHILD SUPPORT FORMULA.

mmfornuhishmw,mﬁir, inequinbhundmsﬁwmthemmwﬂpuem.m
mmprodtwediamrduhetothemﬂmmofnmymontheclﬂd.

The income limit/cap of $113542 PA on CSA PAyIeENts is excessive. one to one and a quarter times
AvmgeWeeklyemﬁngsshwldbeﬂwaw!Mcapﬁmheimomelﬁnit.

Themmmnmmbanofsumohasnordaﬁonshiptopmhwﬁnymwwﬁvm
combungpudbynonwatodulm

Non custodial parents need to bogivenachmetomutablishthemdmwyaﬁer
dimce/sepantionandtobenb!etomakeaﬂfefortlmselm.
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Siace the inception of the ChildSuppiert Act in 1989 1he formula of 18% one child 27% twe
dﬁldrmmsﬁ%ﬁxﬁmlormwm'mmmmhm@d.
NommmmukmofﬁewymmmFmﬂmimmnmm
being paid to acle parent families. -
Smpeeidmmwfortheﬁmmﬂatohechmw: -

10% For one child |

15% For two children

17.5% For three children
20% For four or more children

Anumb«ofpaymummpaidto soleparmanfor'the'remntohﬁpmﬂnomuom
clmmmmmmam«mmfmmmmm«m

Family Tax Benefits "B"
Disability Carers Payments
CHILD SUPPORT PAYMENTS.

Itmmmmmtmmmmhmwam&wh
. unmmmmmmwﬁmmmmmdy.

In other words the money follows the child
THEY ARE ALLOWANCES FOR THE CHILDREN NOT FOR THE CUSTODIAL PARENT.
The Chiid Support Act should be amended to reflect his

Yours sincerely,

Robert W Hetherton




Joint custody legislation in the U.S,

Tm,awmﬁm BPresunpicn E2 Lowelnton

sastody exists in Procumption it (w) unknows
District of Columbig. Joint custody o Sl proterence. e sty ox
preferences and presumptions typically take -

one of three forms: a) a presusaption that joint
cusiody is in the best interests of the child; b) a
stated preforence by the legislature. without a
strict presomption; ¢) & presumption that joint
custody is in the child's best interest where
both parents agree. In some cases the
preference or presumption is for joint legal
castody, while in othery, itisﬁnm;e:lwed

tended to favor stronger presomptions that
protect the chiki's right 10 botl parents. (See
in particular Wisconsin, Okiahoma, and
Maine, which passed s much stronger statute
in 2041.)

This information is being gathered to assist Sourcs: Amarican Bar Association sod state leginiatares
children's advocates advising legislators in
becoming more knowiedgable about the
provisions and language wsed in joint custody
legislation. Legisiation hes been introduced in
maxy states to provide 2 preference or
physical or for joint legal custody, or to
strensgthen existing law. The bills listed below
wexe introcuced in recent sessions of their
respective legisiahmes. This list is incomplete,
and will be added to as we obtain mformation
about activities in other states. If you know of
legisiation in your state, please let us know by
- email and we'll add it: mdere@yaboo.com




