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Dear Mr. Cadman,

In response to your request we have formulated a respon'se to the questions put into
your enquiry into the Child Custody Arrangements in the Event of Family Separation.

We have in our membership two couples who served as houseparents in Lutanda
Children's Home for many years, Mr. and Mrs. David Bryant and Mr. and Mrs. Ray
Dupen, and their input has been used in our response.

The issues are very compiex and we are aware that it is nearly impossible o set in place
fixed guidelines because in every case the emotions and support for one child need to
be different than for another child.

In passing we mention that Pastor Adams has now resigned as our Pastor and is
currently in Britain catching up with his family who now reside there.

Thank you for inviting us to have input into this matter.
May God bless you in your service,

Yours faithfully,
On behalf of West-Pennant Hills Community Church
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‘o build a community of believers who are committed to glorifying God by making effective followers of Jesus Christ.
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Response to the Standing Committee on Family and Community Affairs Inquiry
into Child Custody Arrangements in the Event of Family Separation

in reference to the facto

rs outlined in Part (a) we respond as follows:

(i) The best interests of the child must be held as paramount

1. Where sepa

rating parents can achieve it, equal time would be desirabls

providing other stable time frames would not be affected.
e.g. routine of school, homework etc.

2. Availability of each parent to child’s school.

3. Suitability of
e.g. if the ch

accommodation when changing from cne parent to another.
iild has been used to their own bedroom it would not be right for

them to have to share a room with one parents new partners child.

4. Suitability of
with them.
e.g. a parent

the parent to provide a stable environment when the child stays

who is emotionally or mentally unstable.

5. The child used as a tool to effect revenge on the other partner of the

marriage.

6. What attitude and quality of care is being provided by any new partner of the
separated parent.

In respect to the second question of Part (a)(i) we pelieve that rebuttal should
occur at anytime change takes place in the circumstances that effect the child,

that is, “When th

e best interests of the child are net being provided'.

(ii) We believe that generally speaking Grandparents have a strong influence for
good upon children; therefore denying Grandparents and other, significant adults
such as Aunts and Uncles is not in the best interests of the child, unless there is
a significant reason for not permitting access.

e.g. Child molestation or strong criticism of the parent the child loves.

Because Grandparents are one step removed from the emotion of the separation

we believe they

can provide a respite and safe haven to the child who so often is

feeling the emotional effect of separation, even blaming themselves as a cause
of the breakdown of the marriage.
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The Grandparents can also pick up on incidents and observations whrch may
indicate ongoing problems in the child's upbringing and have constructwe input
in the child’s weli being...

Emotionally Grandparents, Aunts and Uncles can provide love and support to a
grieving child in a different way to other persons.

e.g. an Uncle can provide a good male role model to a boy when the father is not
present.

(b} We believe that the existing formula for child support is not equitable in its current
form and needs to be revised. We are aware of cases where one parent carries
all the financial burden and the other seems to be better off financially than they
were before the marriage broke up.
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4-_Ray Dupen
Signed on behalf of the West Pennant Hills Community Church



