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To The Committee Secretary,

1wou/d like to preface this submission by stating that i am a 42yr old mother of two children,13 andlgyrs.Through necessity { work full time
having been divorced for 5 years.As agreed we have shared care amangements which have been in place from the outsetWe !'Igve been
through the Family i.aw Courts three {fimes,two of which have been around the lack of Alexibiftiy of access amangements.In addition | receve
child maintenance thratigh the child support agency.-

There are two things that | want to ensure for all children wha go through their family separating-

1. that they are safely housed,wef fed,educated and kve within a secure loving erndronment.
2. that they hava a close and loving refationship with both parents and grandparents.

To preface the Terms of Reference question {a}
Cther factors that need to be taken into account are:-

1.Children need a voice.

3.Social Supports networks in place
4 Parants physical limitations

5.Age

&.Flexibiity around heliday times

To preface the Tarms of Reference question [b):-

No to both parts of the question.

Ta discuss this further,guestion (a), | will address each point-

1. The cutrent system daes not give the children a veice.Family counsetiors are toe under resourced and do not have the time to see you, and
Judges dontwant to fisten in court, ey are toa busy due to high numbers on their hearing listFar the shildren to be heard they need 3 judge
1o request  representative be appointed for the children the cost being meet by the parents.For the average wage earner who is not entitted
10 tegal aide the cost is $3000,what singte parent has $3000 lying arcund?This leaves alot of children who do not get a say in what they would
like.To obtain a court report frum an accredited counsellor,also proves costly the subsidized agencies have long watting lists often up to six
months.A more cost affective system needs to be put in place to enable ail children 1o have a voice.

2, Childs parsonality. Some children are nat as adaptababie as other.Some need to have a sense of belonging,and rowtine Some need order in
their lifa.Scme need to own their bed their pillow Changing houses, beds clothes, house rules,scheoling arrangements can be very unsetting
for some.As they grow older, and it more into their lives,ime becomes cricial,some children prefer certainty to manage this time sffectively.
3.Social Supgort Networks. Chilgren build a sacial support network from an early age often from babyhood.Scme communities esiablish
mothers groups where mother and babies come tagether, This group often stays together until chikiren become adufts. These groups form
strong bonds, giving children a sense of belonging it aiso lends itself to children learning new skills. This network can be fractured as chidren
are taken away,cften facturing the childrens sense of belonging which is important for their seff esteem and well-being.

4 Parents pyhsical limitations_Farents ara not always physically equiped to care for {heir childran. More exploration needs to occur when
estavlishing access orders.Who will actually be providing the direct care?A paid worker who should be looking after the person with a disabilty
or perhaps a new partner.! suppart people with disabilites fo have equal rights however with those rights come responsibilites and children
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shauld not be piaced at risk of in the care of JMBrs when te other pansnt is available to care for the child Currently the system wont ask
questions s it may seem poliicaly mcomect.

5.Age of the chidren.ls always unclear Lets try and give a uoice 1o all ages.

6.Parants emational well being.Are the parents really considering what is in the best interests af tha child if their own wefl being i in question.
7.Flexibilty in holiday timea.Gurrent orcers have ng fMexibiity. holidays should pe a fun time,not an enforced time. As children grow their needs
change as do holiday desfinations.Some flexibility has to be made available to enabte orders 1o respond 1o changing needs.

Question {b)

Child suppert daes not wark for either parent. What information is available often makes no sense. Money is equated i number of nights in
care not the actual costs incuried by the custodial parant in maintaining the children. Additionally an x spouse may remarry and have a second
income comiing into the home, this incame is not taken inte cansideration. Currently you can have 2 single parent who loses 1/3 of their child
support becausa the other parent is awarded one additional night per fartnight Where is the equity in this formuia?A more equitable system
needs to be establishad to ensure best outcomes for children.

{ thank you for your time in considering my submission.

Yours faithfully
Virgmia Epthorp
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