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Wz are submitting to the Parliamsnt our conterns in regards to the Parlisssantary
Inquiry imto Joint Residence Arrangesents. While we acknowledged that in a
perfect world shared parenting might provides children with &an abiliky to spend
egqual time with each parent; it does not io anyway ensure the spafety and
wellbeing for these children.

The following imsues nsed bto be conaldersd contextually far shildren who have

experisnced\witnessed doméstic violénce and abuse. As professionals who suppart
women and children in these clircumstances, we strongly oppose & leglislative 1
change that will further place women and children in untenakle and 1ife

threatening sitiuak lons,

For men who use violence-shared parenting is a continuing opportunity to comtrol
and abuse all membera of a family regardless of thelr separation. It fumctions
a8 a barrier for mothere leavipng vioclent relatiooships becsuse thay know they
will pe forced to continus the relationship through tha children, The Queesnsland
Women's Legal Service provided & research report that details how mothers return
to wislent sffernders becauss they cannot protect their children during contact
vieita. If they mturn o the relaticoship they can at lsast atcempt to atop the
abuse of the child., [(Rendell,K., HEathus,E and Linch,A 2000)

Oats from a 1996 Buresy of Statistics Mational Benchmaris study showsd that 23%
af womsn wio have sver basn marrled of in & de-faoto relatlonahis Bad
experienced violence in that relationship. This msans that ope in five
Australian women have experienced famlly violence by thelr current or former
partner representing 1.4 million women. There {8 now a-slgndficant body of

ressarch that demonstrates chat chere in a high incidence of domestic violence l
in cases going to the Family Court and that domestic vioclance against women l
contimies after peparatisn and in sany cases bécomes the most dangercos time Eor
women and children. In the Family Law Court of Australia it is indicated that in
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N of Interim hesrings contact 15 denisd to the non-resgident parent. Alarmingly,
afcer final hearing the statistlce indlcate that 38% of poo-residant parents are

denisd contact with thealr children.

Current provislons of the Pasily Law Act alrsady inclods machavisms for shared
resjdence being a child's right where it is in ths child's besat intersste. The
current Law assesses sach child'e sltustion in decision-making. A ons-size-
fit's-all approach will diminish children's rights to have sach individual's
unigue: intersat's weighed by the Court, While the serious flawe in the current
syatem axist the grave risks to children saxpossd to wiolesoow would only be
sararhatsad by infroducing a formulaic approach to poat-separation parsnting
Arrangemants.

Shared rosidonce is the least common post-separation arrangement with cmly 3% of
children from separated families in 'shared care' arrangements in 1987, Leas
than 4% of parents registered with the Child Bupport Agency last year had egqual
[or npsar sgqual]l care of their children.

It should be scknowledged that the Family Law Court currently considers the best
intersste and wishes of the child in the final decision when granting residency.
But how and whare are these wishes constructed? What we do know from remearch is
that children geperally align themsslwes with the perpetrator and abuser.
Anscdotally children say "she couldn't protect herself, how could she protect
me

The presumption of Joint Eesidency From the polnk of separaticn will snsure Ehat
children raiged with domestic viclenee and abuse will have little or no ability
to brmak the cycle of domestic viclence, all in a state of igonorance and

supported by the State.

Statistice phow that 70% of boys raised in domestic viclence go om to repeat
violent pattéernas of behavior, with girla lsarning to accépt that they have
little power and control with intimate relationships therefore ensuring thak
chay atay with wiolent parkners.

We wrge you on behalf of the following organizations to explore more sxtenaively
Ehe implications of a leglelative change that can only be seen to ba detrimental
for woman and childran.
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Warrina Woman and Children's Refuge
on babalf of:
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Coffe Harbour Womsn's Domestic Violenoes Court Assistance Service
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Coffs Harbour Women's Information, Referral and Besource Centre




