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Secretary: :.4‘ . I t
Committes Secretary, =~ iy |
Standing Committee on Family and Community A ffairs, ' - ‘
Child Custody Arrangements Enquiry, _ . -
Department of the House of Representatives, T e E-
Parliament House, '

Ferms of Reference (a) (i)

Each case should be based on it's own merit. It cannot automatically be assumed that
the mother is the "primary care giver” just because she does not go to work outside
the home. £

I cared for my grandchild
whilst the mother was out, my son cared for his child in the evenings when the mother
was out, and the balance of the time the child spent in child care,

Question: "Should this mother be considered the primary care giver in these
circurnstances"? &
Mother's should be accountable and not automatically assumed to be the "pritmary [
care giver", this fact shonld be taken into account.

There should be a presumption that the children spend equal time with both parents,
in most cases it is in the best interest of the child. However every case has to be
judged individually and the following points should be given consideration:

1) Do both parents work?

2) Are both parents equally capable of caring for the child/children?

3 Do the children relate more to one parent than the other?

4) - Do either of the parents have problems with gambling, drugs, depression,
alcoholism, violence- both physical and mental?

It would be obvious that a 50/50 custodial arrangement would be rebutted if either
parent was incapable of caring for the child without assistance or which would put the
child in jeopardy.
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Terms of Reference (a) (i)

If a child has spent many hours, days, or weeks with a perticular person other than the
parents, then it should automatically be taken into account that the person has gs
much legal right to be heard as that of the parents. After ali, in some cases, children
are cared for more frequently by persoas other than their parents, the children know
and fove them, and yet, the court can ignore this relationship becauss there is at
present (I think) no legislation which states that grandparents have as much right as
the parents. This has to be rectified Once again, it has to be taken on an radividual
case basis.

(b)  The existing child support formula is completely biased towards the mother.
if the mother is receiving child support payments she should be made to
be accountable where the money is spent, (ie) She should have to produce
receipts to show that the meney was spent on the child.
An alternative might be that instead of cash being paid to the mother, it is
given to her in the form of gift vouchers for clothing, food, tays, schooling
costs etc. Perhaps this would be difficult to put into action, but at present it
is extremely unfair that the father pays child support which is often spent on
anything but the child. The system must be overhauled and changed.

}

Attached are emails which I have previously sent to various persons regarding this
enquiry.

I'hope that you will take this submission into cousideration.

Yours sincerely,

CLARE TAYLOR (

Clare Taylor,
30 Ravsch Street
‘Toongabbie NSW 2146
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From: clare taylor TG

To: committee. repa@aph.gov.au <committee.reps@aph.gov.au>
Dats:  Thursday, 17 July 2003 12:32
Subject: GRANDMOTHER'S RIGH“TS

Hellg,

| wish very much to make a submiasion to the commitiaa in suppont of changing the currant legislation
raqarding child custedy, child support and grandparents' rights. | am a paternal grandmother who, together
with my son and husband, have battled sinca our sor's marriane bresk-up in February 2001 to retain our
contact with our granddaughtsr, whom | cared for 3-4 days per waek prior to the break-up.

| have first hand knowledge of misuse of child support payments to a mother who i< addicted o poker
machines. | beliove that the mother should be accountable for child support payments made to her, and have
ta prove that the payments are actuaily spent on the child. The payments ere rightly named "Child Support”,
ot "Mother Suppont™.

My son was the main carer of his daughter whilst the mother gambled and refused 1o 9o 1o work, - yethe is i
piven no recognition of this fact. He also cared for his wife's child by a previous relationship from the time the
child was 8 months old - he now very rarely sees the fittle girl,

1 havae been absolutely appalled at the extremely biased notion that the mother is automatically considerad
the "prime carar",

Many fathers are much more capable of caring far their child than the mother.

Many grandparents are aiso more capabla to care for their grandchildran than the mother.

Many mothers use their children as 2 tool to gain financial benefits

Mary mothers underming the husbandfather and lie - the mother is belisved! :

It Is time to reform the whole system so that once again children will grow up knawing both parents. §

1 would like to makea a submission based on my experience ovar the Jast 2-1/2 years and wouid you therefore
atvise if there are any padicular guldalines which have 1o be followed?

! look forward to hearing from you.
Ragards,
CLARE

S

Pai

SR T

R

AT e

s
B

4 i e

24/07/03

s
o




