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Dear Sir/Madam,

[

Submission to Inquiry into child custody ar N ni ot :ﬂh
in the event of family Separatlon ) ot R

I am a clinical child psychologist andresearch consy Specxahsmgmfmly
trauma and disruption, including it 0 of miseparationlnrecem cars
I have undertaken a number of projects auspiced by the e

Commonwealth Attorney-(iépes:
Community Services. havé_ also beenn consulted about and contributed to a number
of other submissions to this
sighting and cogcui-’ wtthth&su

This sublmssm is detiberately brief, as I believe the existing evidence in this area
is clear and corichisive. Post separation family functioning is an area in which
research is ahead of praciice, and we would do weli 1o follow the evidence. There is
a particular need and an opportunity for this argument to be advanced by

developmental knowledge.

Research is clear that sensitive, attuned involvement of both parents in their
children’s post separation lives, is the vital factor in children’s ability to adjust to
family separation. The key here is the climate in which post separation parenting
takes place. It is now well accepted that the greatest damage to child development is
done by ongoing parental conflict, whatever the living arrangements. Non-
residential fathers’ involvement in their children’s lives contributes to better long
term mental health outcomes for children, but only in circumstances of low conflict

between ex-spouses.




9

About 38% of couples achieve cooperative co-parenting post separation. That leaves the
majority, who struggle. Shared parenting in the absence of a parental relationship that can support
the necessary co-operation is fraught for children, particularly pre-schoolers. Equally shared
residence, that often manifests in week-about arrangements, runs counter to the developmental
needs of infants, for a secure, predictable existence with their primary attachment figure, be that

father or mother.

The presumption of shared parenting in the absence of wide-reaching divorce education, and
early support and intervention with separated parents in high conflict is a dangerous idea for
children. It is an approach that may promote parents’ rights, but potentially at the expense of
children’s needs.

I am enclosing copies of the following articles that I have authored, and which I believe address
the core issues adequately without the need for detailed reiteration here. They form part of this

submission:

Mclntosh. J. E. (2000). Child-Inclusive Divorce Mediation: Report on a Qualitative Research
Study. Mediation Quarterly 18(1), 55-69.

Meclntosh, 1. E. (2002). Thought in the face of violence: a child’s need. Child Abuse & Neglect
26, 229-241.

Mclntosh, J. E. {2003). Enduring Conflict in Parental Separation: Pathways of Impact on Child
Development. Journal of Family Studies 9(1), 63-80.

I would be happy to address these issues further with the Committee if required.

Yours sincerely,

Dr Jennifer McIntosh
Family Transitions



pathways of impact on child development’,
Joumal of Family Studies, Vol. 9 No. 1,
p. 63-80 (Related to: Dr Jennifer Mcintosh, sub 431)

Mcintosh, Jennifer, 2003, "Enduring
conflict in parental separation:
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report on a qualitative research study’,
Dr Jennifer Mcintosh, sub 431)

Mediation Quarterly, Vol. 18 No. 1, p. 5569
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EXHIBIT 10

in the

Jennifer, 2002, 'Thought

Mcintosh,
fact of violence

a child’s need

¢, Vol. 26 No. 1, p. 229-241

Dr Jennifer Mcintosh

Child Abuse & Neglec
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