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Dear Mrs Hull,

to provide care for their children We note, however, that, in most cases, separated
parents make a voluntary agreement about post-separation care of their children, withoyt
Tequiring récourse to the law. Families whose cases proceed 1o the Family Court appear
to represent 2 subgroup of the community where relationships tend to be considerably
more conflictual, and where there is a relatively lower capacity for mutual cooperation
between separated parents.
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While Australian Family Law currently allows for shared custody, these situations are
more commonly arranged ag part of a voluntary agreement. Indeed, research indicates
that the types of families, where joint custody is likely to work well, are precigely the
couples who do not tend 1o need Family Court intervention, ie those S¢parated couples
wha are Spontaneously able to refare 1o each other in a constructive and cooperative
manner.

Recent findings Suggests that, unless there is 4 high level of harmony within the
extended family, children in joint custody arrangements may be at risk of psychological
harm. Research in the UK. indicates that children ip joint care arrangements tended to

feel responsible to engure that each parent‘s needs were being met in terms of child
access, and that thig responsibility was onerous apd “oppressive” for the children

child akd is seen as g willingness, by such fathers, to sacrifice the needs of the child to
meet their own ends, In highly conflictya] post separation relationshipg, couples often
have difficulty distinguishing betweeq their own needs and those of their children, or may

any deviation from thig ag 4 retrograde step, with potentially dangeroys implications for
the safety and well-being of children,

Thank you for your consideration of these concerns,

Yours sincerely,
; e

Judith Hawey-Ne]son,

On behalf bf the Armidale Domestic Violence Steering Committee,
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