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Sent:  Friday, 1 August 2003 7:20 PM
Te: Comrmittes, FCA (REPS)
Subject: Submission io a Parllamantary Commitiee Inquiry ra. Child custody arrangaments in the event

of famity separation
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To: Committee Secratary |

Standing Committes on Family and Community Affairs |

Child Custody Arrangements i

Departmant of the House of Reprasantatives f

Parliamant House i

Canberra ACT 2800 ]

Australia |

[

Tel: (02) B2TT 4568 |

Fax: (02) 6277 4844 i

Email: FCA.REPS@aph.gov.au i
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Dear Sir / Madam |

I

| am contacting you in 5 10 your inguiry into child cusiody arangements. | am & 40 yo single father of |

one - @ 5 yo boy | have had equal shared care of [JJJj for almost 3 years now. This arrangament |

was instigated an the of my ex partner's uncte, who is an ax family law solicitor. | thank him for this i

advica, as | waa In no siale, after my pariner left me, I

to understand and organise legal events surrounding the custody of Sl My arrangement with Sl is that | i

have: him from 1

I

. Friday 5pm - Tuesday 5pm on ana week & |

s  Sunday 8.30am - Wednesday 8.30am the next week ;f

This continues each week 4 days, 3 days, 4 days, 3 days, etc. The arrangament also included that JIl could }

nol live outside of the matropoiitan area (as advisad by her uncle). The daily/weekly arrangament of Sl is )

flaxible - Chisimas holidays slc, | might take to see my family in Queensiand and my ex-partner is given |

catch up fima alther bafore or affer our returm, |

This af courss is also able to be done by aither partner providing no prior amangpements/appointments are nat |
dashing.

The beauty of this | have found is that being of 3 gentle nature | am not abla to be taken advantage of by my |

ex-partner. [} has a set structure (& 50 do 1), it would have “killed™ me if |

mothar had gone and lived n ST (which sha was going o do and | in the family house in !

B - | would have had to droplor pick up [l from her residance & get to work on time, Now that [l )

15 aftending school he would have mone than likely been going to schood up thera. This wouwld have furiher |

jsopardised my quality time with him_ | must point out that | am one of these “domestically adept” males that }

|

i
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are sansitive & skilled enough to ghve ther child love, warmith, nutrition, etc.

| must admit |t is hard at imes being a single parent, but i has it's rewards. The depression of being suddenly
heft, the initial feeding of isolation (that is a male thing) & the stigma of being a single parent. | especially found
it hard at work....| am an engineer, a predaminantly male-dominaled domain (unfortunately) - the timas | had
turnad up late to work because my son had wet the bed, had a bad night or was sick, never seemed 1o be
undersiood & the feeling of guilt was always there looming. So much so thal | have recently given up a
promis:ng career with that company & started with another one - 50 that | can at least spend tme with Jack,
drop him off o school & share breakiasi with him. The facl that | have been going 1o work & not spending
more time with my son for the past 3 years has besn an issue with me, a guilt reinforced by my ex-partner
wha accuses me of not sctually spanding 50% of my tme with JEII etc. What is a single parent to do. | will
not & can not go on the single parent pansion or dole. My ax-partner is “streel-wise™ regarding the pension
systemn (Centrelink, eic) aven to the paint whare she has asked me in the past to lie 1o Cenirefink - to say that
| have less time so that she gets more in here pansion - of course, | refused to lie to Centrelink - i's not
iha way | was boughl up. There is also the issue of her claiming single parent benefit whilst her pariner is
[rvirg thesrs, but this s anather matter. | have bean aware of It for the last 2-1/2 years but have hesitaied n
reporting i in fear of reparcussions from hee in ganeral & in regard to my cuslody of Sl There has been
numerous times she has threatenad to go 1o court to change cusiody....

| have probably rambled on & slightly off the track. Due fo & sensitive nature | have kepta
diary hrhmnﬁmmﬂmmﬁﬂm%l%%inﬂﬁm“
myself in the event of being falsely accused of being a ; am nol a bad father, bul do gel
taunted by my ex-wile which of course evantually lowears my seif estesm. | have been actively involved with
mﬂdﬁn, swimming (drown proofing) & various other activities. My son's social agenda is betier thal
mirne 8%, What | do think is that my diary offers an insight info & single parent’s life regarding shared care & if
is available for your report. | am also probably betier al communicating in parson, than on paper as there is so
much | could discuss from child support, legal events & availabiity of resources fo single fathers.

| do hope you read this & that it is not too lale for me o be of soma assistance. | am more than happy o be
contacted for clarfication or further discussion on this matier. | think the government is daing a great & brave
thing i Investigating this matter further. Unforfunately a lot of men =il lo depregsion, suicide, gambling, seif-
neglect, famale phobia, anger, elc after the breakdown of their marrage. This if course is not true in all cases,
especially of men that leave tha marriage. It has been said that the person thal leaves the marriage s at laast
six months shesd & has made the decision well in advance of the tme when they actually leave. Which |s

why, 85 in my case, il is such g-shock.

| must state that | am not 8 viotent person, 'm more of 3 SNAG. | was bought up with good values, work hard,
don use the systam & be honesi.

Armyway | wonl retlie an,

Yours sinceraly
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