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= 214U,

e Inguiry inte child custody u—ﬂ.ﬂgml:iln mmn of family separation.

Thankyou for the ppportunity to contribute to this inquiry.

I will be brief and remaln focused. When my then wife left ahe promised te live within
20 mimutes of me - T anticipated the children remalning at their schocle. I was told I
woiild ses my children on weskends and during the wesk. I becams ill with depression
and my children were taken to live wicth the new partner some two and a half bours:
distant. They required pnew schocls. My 15 year old daughter lalt the homa thara
because of 'difficulties’ with the pew man - luckily she kept in touch with me and
eontinesd at school and returned to the house after 1 weska,

Now after 18 montha sy youngest son would rather live with me but feels responaibility
to his new friends at school. My middle child is performing poorly at school. My
daughter can't wait to finish schocl and leave the area,

I must approach the possibility of my children living with m= cauticusly as they
support sach other and I've always been cognisant of the fact that if thay are
separated from sach other this may have its own negative consequences. I can only now
work 3 days par week - the child support I pay goes to fund my ex-wife and partner's
mortgage - I have no control over this so & further concern fcr me is that when my

daughter goas to tartiary education, my child scupport payments will only drop
marginally (I still hawve 2 other children] 8o I will have littls scope to apaist har,

The time I spend with my children is wendarful ‘a8 are the phone calls but I misa them
terribly.
In my case thare was no wviolence or riak of hazm.

Shared parenting to me would allow the best of an awful slituation - theres would be
minimal impact on schoolong; both parents would hsve zome control over how monies were
spent; egual time could be spent with both parents - this would also reduce time spent
with disinterested or even potentially hammful ‘partners’.

I realise that viclence and anger marr some family breakups - this shouold dot stop
shared parenting belng posaibls for those whers this ia not tha case.

Irsalise that in =y case it will pot have much impact Yut for others it is vitally
important .

Thank-yon
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