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Subject: Review of child access and support is

Firstly let me congratulate John Howard For taking the dnitiacive to review
currant custody and maintenance arrangements. I £ i= a revisw that will
evoke stropg emctions from a variety of ioterest groups and it will require
atrong leadsrahip to affeck the necessary changea if the system is te be
fair to both parents. I have supported egual opportunities and affirmative
action strategles for women all my working lIife but in this regard the

pandulum has swung too far in favour of women regardless of their reasons =
for wanting to break up the family. My comments come from watching what has % 6 ¥ e
happened to one of my scns over the past four years since his wife decided g% ;
sha wanted cut of the marrige. I have triesd to keap the emotion oot of O o |
compenta, howsver, it is very difficult to swmarise what s wrong with cha/ | TEEENED, i
system unless you can give some examples of what is the reality of chesq®/ .
situaticns: 2 15 g 208

T A
* as I have indicated above my ex daughter-in-law decided after & years A
marringe and three children lster that sahe wanted to "find heralef and ha S e
a career® - her osm words. Howsver what she did was geot a removalist in B e e

gutted the hobass complets=ly while he was at work, Thres days later my son
recaived & demand from Child Support advising him of what he would bhave pay.
All this before he even koew whers hig children were! Ome of the other
thipgs which I found very distressing af the cime was that she was able to
gat 4 waeks®' bond for the rent of another place from Centrelink: I am pnot
sure on what groundsa that aha was able to do this buk ik ia an aboalute
abusa of taxpayers money. There was absolutely no physical or octher kinds
of abiuse in this marcisage, the reality fs chat ahs wanted more than my son
was abls to provide and spant many nights chatting to other men in internet
chat rooms before ghe left home. The way everything was carcied out
craumatisped not only my son and our family, but most {sportantly the
gaparation has had a devasting affsct on his =ldest pon, who four years
later i85 atil]l sclling his pants anid sxpariencing behavioural problema,
althoogh he has besn sesing a child paychologist for more than 1§ months.
He is tha cos who will have lasting mamories of all of this. In making a
consciocua declalion te have children my son wanted nothing more than Eo b=
thare at every stage of thelr developmeant both smotionally and physically.

MY EECOMMENTATION Ap that neither partoer should bo able to remove the
children from the family home withoiit the permission of the other party or
in cases of disputs when ordered to by the Family Court or asther recognised
authority. The only sxception -should be in cases whers there s FROVEN
physical ar emotionel abuse.

« ik has besn a struggle: for my Bon to get satarted sgain and withaut I
family support to provide him with beds for the children and a whip round
for che basices it would hawe besn impossible for him to have the childrsn
stay over. For Him it has been soul destroying having to accept charity as
ha calls 1t as he has always bean very independent,. His child - support
paymant is 5310 per week and by the time he pays tax, and his mortgage the
ragilety is there {5 not much left and never likely to be uncil the-aystem
changes. The house in which he lives s badly in need of maintenance In the
basic areas of plumbing and elescticiey for safety reascns but he canhot
afford to carry out these copairs. For example ha i allowed ©0 mafm only
510,000 unassessed lncome, whereas ls ex-wife can =arnm approximately
5100,000 before ber malnbtenance is affected and yat my son'e exX-wife has &
new relationship where 8he pow clearly ls fn-a very sascure flanancial |
position in which her and her dea facto busband have the following assetn:

- owng a joint family home with har new partoer
- two imvestment propertiss (one ln bef name only and the other was ons

which he owned before their relationship)
- my =x daughter-in-law alesc has third share in a propercy _
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ex wife's has part-tims lncome of approwiamctaly $350 Erom hec job
« har partnac™s incoms
~family bensfic payments for children of apprfox $100 per wesk

two care, 1 brapnd new,

Bven in a circumstance like this, were I in the position to' give my aon soms
mogey. (which I am notl then his ex-wifas would receive 11% of any interast

this monay asarned.

In trying to help himsslf, my son decided that he would take & part-times
jab, =van though be already works 10 days straight and 12 hours & day, at
lpant that wos his idea uncil he was informed by Child Support thar any
addirional incoms would result in his saintenance increasing. Indesd he did
hold & wvery small parcel of phares in the company in which he worka, the
valus= of which wers taken lnto account at settlament. My acn held on o the
shares as his part of the settlemant and whes he sold them - I think the
capital gain wis only about 500 - bubk this amount was sdded b0 his tax
whiech increased his sarnings for that year and consequently his maintenance
went upl

one of the thinge which I find difficult to understand is that when my ‘son
has the children during school holidays that be etill Bas t5 pay full
malntenance for thoss weeks, even though he has o feed and clothe the
cillldren and eotertalin them. Whan I say clothe them I mean clothe them,
they come with the clothes they stand up in and If they are sick he has to
buy the medicine, nappies and other sspential items. The strain on him is
horrepdous. When thay come to atay for the school halldays the childoen
always want to do thiogs that other children do such &8 an occasional movie
or guting. He lanot able to do this and is alwaye distressed at having to
explain why he can't. The children are voung and don't understand. For
example thay currently live and in a 4 bedroomed, 3 bathroom, 2 family
rocmed home with thelr mother, whereas at my son's place they have to share
the one bedroom and thers are no fancy bv's; dvds, ete. He is constantly
baing told " at MUM's we have...."

RECOMMENDATION - that for any nights tbat the children ars with the
non-custodial parent that thal wesk's maintenanecs be paid Eo the farher,
(It is no use reducing the amount from the oaxt ysar's malntenance my soan
neads the money st the TIME THE CHILDREN ARE STAYING WITH HIM to help with
ths game things that his exX-wife gets the maintenance for.)

ine pthey matter, which is probably cutside the terms of referenace but
which gives another example of the lneguitiesd of the system is that my =co
has a4 #erious back problem (2 ruptured disca) and as his job 18 very
physical he would like to undertake a part-time Universicy course in
efgingsring so thar in future years he might bs able to get & job which
wollld be lass physical, However, If he took up the opffer of a eourse (Eo be
done sxternallyl then he would immediately have to pay HECS, something he
could not afford teo do.... and yet his ex-wife is currently studying at
University part-time and says she will make sure that she never sarns enough
far the repaymant of har HECE debt to cut in,

Thara s scmething wvery wrong with a system that allows susth an inequitabla
slitpation to arlse.

Therse are many isapes which nesd £o be Icoked at in depth but the tecma of
refarence do allow Eor thim. 1 hope though that this Eeview will opesn up
mich needed discussion and char the current situaticon can be changed. Many
fathara these days want to take an active role in their children‘s
uprbinging asomething that the current situation does not allow for, In many
cagses the children are hald to ranscme - ag my son's - wife said o him (which
f heard myself) “ALL YOU HAVE TO DO (N 15 FAY UP AND SHUTUE!®.

I would be happy to discuss any aspect of my comments with you should you so
wiah: My conotackt detalls are given below:

f look forward ta saaing the Revisw Tsam's recommsndaticns.

Yours sinc=rely
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