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Re Grandparenty Ralsing Grandchidren Ay Relative Careery
S
I belomyg tor an ovganisation called Kin Xave and wigh tor pudwit jome detouily tor

She wag inv my care aond: Living with. me bn Q.L.D. while il under the Director
Genarnl NS W.for two yeary wailing trangfer toQ.L.D.

Duwring this period of time I way receiving on allowance of $350 -00 per Fortnight;
alger et up an Education fund | and.an investment portfolio-for her fulive yeary
elny  and way working very well; and was very pleased about doing o and was able
tor have her envolled: into- o College of my choice; .

Since whe hay beer travuferred info Q.L.D. from the 4-12-2002 her allowance being
padd to- me for her care hay been reduced by approx 45% to-$185-12 plug $35-00
clothing allowance o totnl of $220-12 per Fortnight which I am not very imprassed:
abowt at all.

During the Conurt procesdings in Sydney I woy commended by the Magdstrate (v the
actiow that T had tnken b asking for her to-be placed with me nstead of bedng
rucnted: arownd the pitesy from one Career tor ancther | and for the good: working
repowsr that I had with-the Department Of Childrew'y Services N.5.W. | har commenty
were if all Grandparenty took the jame gepy asy you have for your Granddaughter it
werild, make owr tisk (n the Cowrty a lot easier; and I thank-you,.

But what tromppired during the rongfer and the treatmuent that one woy givee by
the authoritiey, and the reduction of her allowance ; I sorongly beliove that the
Children have no righty and nedther de-there Grandparenty; and can wnderytand
why @ lot of Grandparenty turn there- heads and walk away from thesey sluations,
not that I would even condider doing 1o but do-fell that the systemy Iy very Whyust;
not fair wpon the Childran or the Grandparenty and strengly agres that it neady tor
Whay should there be o different baymaent systems from one State to-another; after all
these are the childraw of Awstralio | and: whan youe speak tor the Authovitiey aboul the
the next breath they sy we dor not have the-fundy) sor what do they mean??77.

e —




My groanddawhgter o reasonadly well looked after; compared to-other Relative
Cargery or Gromdparenty caring for Grandchildren. that [ have had the pleaguwre in
meeling who are caring for there Grandchiddren and receive norallowance what jo
ever apart frome the famildy allowance fromy Centyve Link; which iy alnolutely
disgusting: and any Government should be ashamed of thiy ptuation that these
peoble are ivv; il (p abowt (e that the Federal Governmeant and Stoute Goverrumenty
tice alomg hard: look al what Grandparenty as Relative Caredry are doing for thedr
Grandchidren ;| with nest deor tor nesupport; no-help; ne back-up and an
inadequate allowance if yow are forflunate enough (e receive one | please titke into
covideration that we are talking about Grandparenty; of whoom the mafority are
either refired and live ow o pergiony and to-Clothy Feed [Educate and entertnin o
yowng child evu $220-00 per Fortnight iy o near impossihility; and that'y if yow are
recedving the Relative Careery allowance; ay mentloned befove o Lot are not

Alsor I would like to- bring tor yowr attentlon the plight of jome of the childran who
are beding cared for by their Grandparenty | snce attending Kin Kare meetingy one
heary the jame {oviey over and over again | and the Grandparenty in teary ay they
try tor explain there heast breaking situations ; the childranw have besn retuwrnad, tor
their natuwal mother once again and ondy to-have the children retuned back to
the Grandparenty aftar a couple of monthy; ay the natiwral mother could: not cope or
things ust did not work owut; the children are trawmatijed; and de not kaow what
iy going to-hapben nexl | jome even require pivchological help, and it iy left up tor
the Grandparenty to- jettle themy down again; and what abowt the grandparcenty
they are completely sressed out | no-one wandy o Ligten. to-there plight | they feel
alienated and the Departienty do not jeent tor care ay lomg as the children can be
placed: back with-the Natural mother every if it s ondy for a short time before it all
fally apart again bn jome- cages L iy not the best option to- hawve the children placed:
back with their Mother; this iy not an solated cawe I know of two-Grandparenty in
o couse hay just happened again (n the last month for about the third, ttme (v a
roat; el she i adnolutely beside herelf with: grief and concerw for her Grandchildy
bt once again who CARES; the Departmenty do not seemv too; the State and Federal
Governmenty do not eemvtoo;  the only ones who do care are the Grandparenty; the
Childrern are concerned | it they are directed by the Department; and no matter
what the Depertmenty oy we oy Grandparenty bnow that the children have no
righty and nedther do the Grandparenty ; So-who really cares about the childrend?77.

Mr Anthony you yourself as Federal Minigter of Childresw and: Youthv Affadcry must
realise-and know that there iy @ major problesy out there inthe fleld of Relative
Carsary and Grandparsnty rading Grandchildren: around duwstralia: | as I know
that youw have had correspondence from COTA Nalional Sendiory Policy Secrafarial ovy
o behalf ay Grandparenty | and have attendad: meelings al vorlowy veruwsy
arownd Q.L.D. and most probably other Stdey of Augtralia: and ask of yow to-deal
with the problem ay joon ay pouible | and to- give the Children and. their Relative
Careary, and Grandparenty whor are caring for their Grandchildren o faor and just
deal ; and to- recognise them for what they are accomplishing in the commundly al
lurge ; (F i o changing society tor day with the breakdown of family unily | and: a lot
of the Grandparenty are picking up the piecey under very adverse conditions

Youry Fadthfudly
Comcarnad Relative Career Q.L.D.
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