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Sent: Tuescay, 20 July 2003 219 FM
Ta: Commitas, FCA (REPS] 4 40 SEnrafary

Howie of Hprasantahves sianmng Commitse

Subject: Child Custody Arrangemants Inguiry

Aftn: Committes Secretary
Standing Committes on Family and Community Affairs

Child Custody Arangemants Inguiry

Daar Sirfdadam

1.1t is my apinion and axparience that in the majority of casas no one will love and care for & chiid/children the
way the mothar will. This is not 8 sexist siatement It is simply based on the fact that women camy the child and
give birth to that chid. it is part of the maternal insinct to be seiftess and to make sacrifices for & child/chéldran
bevond the capacity of most men,

2.1t I= myy apinion thal groups such a8 Lone Fathers' would be pushing for such an arangemeant 50 &5 to find
another reason nol o pay child support. Some men ans 20 consumed with maintaining a level of power over
their ex-spouses and their childran. The way fo axert that power is to deny financial support.

3.If the paying of child support is so difficult for so many man, how would they possibly be responsible
enough o raise the child/children Writing the cheque is the aeasy part!

4, if the: governmeant feals thal the monetary cosis are 50 greal becauses of the lack of child support pald, give
the agancy mora leath, Or for those peopls who don't pay thelr child support and receive family assistance
{which is svailable to any parent with more than 10% care) deduct from that allowance.(a.g. $20.00 per pay
as with other Centrefink overpayments).Children cannat be thrown to the wolvas simply to save money. More
effort needs to go into the Child Support system. | have found that nobody looks aftar my own case batter than
I do. Therefore | stay vigilant about my child suppon and | get it.Cihers can do this too.

5.The logistic problems assoclated with this arrangement are enormous. The best example is schooling.in
most cases (ha child/children would not be able to attend the same school Mos! mamiages do not end
amicably yet {he couple would have fo live near (0 each other. The issue of confusion for the child;hall a weak
here, half & week there.Or, whose house am | &t on the 24th February? don'thave a bike here! Childran need
stability particularly after divoroe:this system would not provide that in the vast amount of cases.One proper
home.achool aic.

B.As children grow older (teens) no order or arangement will stop them from seeing or living with whichever
parent they decide However, there will ba & huge number of parents{it would be my guess the father and the
new wife who wanis her own children) that wooldn't want them, Why put kids through the agonising process of
Raving to deal with this.

T.As it stands 50/50 custody s available io whoever can agree on it now or through the Family Court
sysiam.To make i mandatory would ondy clog the cour! systam furiher (More money for the soliciiorst)

8.As for grandparents eic, these people are visited during one’s own contact period.in my opinion it would be
a very rare situation where this did not occur i it i5 an Issue simply write the extended famiy into the

parenting plan of cour orders In thiéy so wish
I'realise the ssues of coninet and child support are very amotive issues but 50v50 custody s not the answer,

Yours sinceraly
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