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Sent: Wednesday, 23 July 2003 11:43 AM

Ta: Committas, Fﬂﬁt@ﬁ}.k‘rﬂw Larry (MF); Williarms, Daryl (MP); Keily, Jackis (MP);
minister. vanstoned@facs. gov.au; McClaliand, Robart (MP) Hull, Kay (MP); Irwin, Julla

Secrelary

Jula (MP);

Cadman, Alan (MP); Draper, Trin'hI:I.F]. Edwards, Graham (MP}; George, Jennia (MP);
Pearce, Chris (MP); Thompson, Camaron (MP); Duiton, Pater (MP); Collins, Jacints (Senator):
Forshaw, Michaal {Senator), Ludwig, Joe (Senalor), Swan, Wayne (MP)

Ce.  horispi@yahoogroups com; ozydads@yahoogroups.com; matidabawdend@hotmail.com

Subject: Catholic Church and Shared Farenting

Dear Honourable Senators and Members of Parliament and especially ihe Standing Committee on Family and

Community Affairs, Child Custody Arrangaments Inquiry

Shared Paranting will decreass the ever incraasing divorde rate | Therefore there will be leas children
mwmmmmwnwmmmwhmlmw,

which invarably resulls in unnecessary emolional stress o the child
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New moves to reduce divoroce rate
By William West

One of the most perplesing and urgent issues confronting the world today ia
how £o stam the rising tlde of divores, particularly in Western

induscrialiepsd Datlions .,

For the real wvictims - the children whose lives are often torn apact -
divorce-is a tragedy that ls sometimss not fully appreciated until much

later in life.

Mary Btudies indicate that children from single-parent families develop more
problems than those from two-parent familles. For instance, children living
with mingls parente are: said to bes five times &8 llkely to be poor as those
with two parents. Growing up in a single-parent family also roughly doubles
eha rink that a child will drop out af school, have difficulty finding a
job, or become a tesnage parent. About half of thesse effscts appsar to ba
due Eo poverty, but the resaindsr are due to nop-économlic factors such as

poocrar supervision.

But for children facing a bleak future due to the prospect of looming
divorce, there is some hopes. The latest research indicates that the tide of

divorce may soon be stemmed by an increasing emphasls by governments and
legal systems on "shared parenting” in capss whare Eamiliesa break down. The

studies indicate where jolnt parenting la promoted, the incidence of divorce
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because they fesred it would only play into the hands of sometimes violenk
e .

Some mothersa have found the thing they once moet draaded has worked out in
practice to be the best optlon for salveging what was lafir of thelr family.

Writar, jourmalist and academic Wendy Swallow, writes in her book Breakling
Apart = A Mamoir of Divorce, of her transformation from someone violently

opposed to “shared parenting*® te a crusading supporter.

She initislly reacted with fury when her husband, Ron, suggested joint
physlcal custody of their two boye. She says her attitude was supported by
Ehe woman arcound her who made it clsar that divoroe was an opportunikEy to
make a stand and to fight Ffor women's rights.

*Af a woman," ehe writes, "I was weak and capitulating if I didn*t f£ight for
my kids and make the (my hosband) pay. It was asaumed that I had besn
wronged and that somecns — my ax - should make reparations.

*T was atruck by how often the language of divorce seemed to come straight
ocut aof war manusale; Flght, atrack, ocffessive, scorchad-earth, reparstions.
In this climate cocparaticn looked like weaknsess. Cooperatlon meant defeak.

*Few peoople could sees that, despite all the politically corcest rhetoric,
what mattersd to me was how my children were dodng and how I ocould make this
divorce sasier For theis. "

For these reasons amongset others, including the realisation that her husband
genuinely loved their childesn, that Ms Swallow says ahe consented to try
joint parenting. Bhe ocutlines at length what the banefits have been to both
har phildren and herself .

Woman who have had similarly sncouraging sxperiences with joint parenting
ares becomlng lncreasingly vocal in Australlan groups pressuring tha
government to change existing legislation. For instanoe, women are .strongly
represented in the recently formed Bhared Parenting Council of Australia.
Homen on the council's inaugural sxecutive, slected last October, include
prasident Matilds Bawden and vice-presidents Sus Price and Coral Slattery.

hmang the organisaticns which are affiliated with, or support the council
are the Australian Family Association, the Festival of Light; the Family
Council of South Australia and Scate family law reform associaticons.

Council President Matilda Bawden has called cn Btate and Federal Government
to take "decisive steps to enshrine in our Family Lew that every child has &
fundamesntal humss fight to ahare an egual opportuniey sad relatisnehip with
both their paremts following family breakdown, sspararion or diverese®.

The Councll aims to achieve its goal throogh family law amendments that
create and satablish a “rebuttable presumption” of shared residence in child
residence mactaras soming befors the Family Court. Thie means that where
there are good reascns for parents to have equal parenting rights, the
prasumpbion can be reburtad in esart.

The Council has already had some succeas in getting its meassage acrosa in
Canherra. At a meeting last November council mesbers briefed government
ministers, members and senators and their staff.

They included Sues Price from the Men‘s Righta Agency and Michasl Green OC
who argued that the adversarial ayetem of ths Pamily Law Court has failesd
and that & mediation process shoild be the first option (n cases of family
bBreakdien .,

The Fedsral Oovernment has responded by establishing a sub-committee on
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ghared parenting to report back to Cabinet thie year.

But governmant action s not ths only step necessacy to spread joink
parenting and hopefully =3 coneequent fall in Rustrallia'se divoroe rate. Ia
the majority of divorce cases, custody lssues are not settlsd by courts. Ths
parties settle the matter cutside of the legel ayatem,

That is why many of the groupa pushing for increased emphasis on shared
parenting in cassas of apparent marriage braskdown are reaching cut beyond
government to commmity and church groups. They balieve that it is a process
that will inevitably invelve a wide-ranging sducation campaign acrosa the
whole commmity.

Although the task appeara huge, trends overseas indiocate chat ic is not
impoasible. The futuyre happginess of many children may depend on LE.
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