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Submissionto inquiry into child custodyarrangements in the event
of family separation

As a matterofnaturaljusticetheChild SupportAgencyshouldnot make
decisionsor ordersunderits Act unlesseitherpaternityis establishedvia
DNA testingor legal adoptionapplies. Thesameprinciple shouldapply
to theFamily Court.

Therearenumerousexampleswheremothershavenotidentifiedthe
properbiological father.Moreover,it is not clearthat anallegedfatherof
childrencansimplyestablishpaternityuntil the childrenreach18 years
withoutthe explicit consentof themotherif sheis theprimarycarer.

Yourstruly

29 July 2003


