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Sent: Monday, 14 July 2003 4:50 PM
To: Committee, FCA (REPS)
Cc: Claringbold, Helena (A. Abbott, MP)
Subject: Errol Hunt (E-mail format) Child support submission

ERROL HUNT
1/83 WestEsplanade,
Manly. NSW. 2095.
Australia.

E-mailto fca.reps@aph.gov.aure: Child custodysubmissionto inquiry committee.

SomesevenyearsagoI madepersonalsubmissionsto theHon. TonyAbbott currentFederal
Minister for Industrialrelationsandto theHon.Dr. BrendanNelsoncurrentFederalMinisterfor
Educationabouttheinequitiesin thepresentchild supportscheme.
Nothingwasdone,exceptfor someplatitudesoffered,asit wasavery thornynettlefor any
politician to tackle.

Sincethenthemalesuicideratehasacceleratedduein no smallpartto theutterhelplessnessfelt by
thedispossessedparty,asI preferto call thepoormalewhoinevitably loseshis childrento the
occasionalcontactoffered.He is requiredto paythebulk ofthemoniesheearnsto theex-wife,save
for thatobligationto thetaxdepartmentof 50%. Thiswomannowinevitablyhasanother‘partner’ in
tow. He alsohasno ideaasto howhis fundsareevenspent,if suchmoniesareindeedspenton his
children.Theex-wife’s incomedoesnot seemto betakeninto consideration,nor thelive in lover’s
finances.TheCourtsareagraveyardfor hopesofequity in aninequitablesituation.Costsof action
to attemptamodicumoffairnessareprohibitive.

Theresultis utterhopelessness,depressionandoftensuicide. In myson’scasehedidnot causethe
separationbutwasforcedto beartheconsequencesandin turnthis causeduntoldgriefto usas
grandparents,astheex-wifehadrelocatedto adistanceofa 5 hourrounddrivefor us all to getthe
visitationrightsofour son’saccessofeachsecondweekendandhalfschoolholidays.

Thereis ananswerandI foundit in theRotaryFourWay Test.“Is it fair to all concerned”At
presentit patentlyisnot.Maybethis solutionthatI amsuggestingis too simplefor our legaleagles
butit canwork: try implementingapolicy ofjoint parenting.For thisto work it shouldbea
conditionofnon-violentseparationsthatequaltime isspentwith eachparentandthis meansthat the
separatedcouplearerequiredto livewithin aSkinradius,sothatschoolingetc.,ofthechildrenisnot
adverselyaffected.Financeofthecostsofbringingup thechildrenisjointly shared,aseachparentis
responsiblefor thechild’s maintenanceduringthetimetheyspendwith thatparent.

Thiswifi havetheaddedbenefitofmakingcouplesthink twice about‘opting’ outofrelationships
andcausethenito seeksolutionsto theirproblemsinsteadofallowingpersonsto walk awayfrom
theirobligationsandcausesomuchgrief all roundto all, including andmostimportantlyto the
innocentchildren.
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