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1 Rural Land Mapping Project prepared for the Shire of Otway
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2 The steep topography of the Otways leads to massive soil disturbance during harvesting operations,
erosion and landslip which affect water quality and biodiversity. Available water volume is reduced by
replacing mature forest with rapidly growing forest. Clearfell operations are known to result in a loss of
biodiversity.
3 The Association is in the process of conducting a survey dealing with a number of
planning issues, one of which relates to logging. Results to date clearly indicate that
visitors to the Otways are unfavourably impressed by logging operations in the area.
4 Logging a patch of protected forest etc.
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5 The Association believes that in the longer term, as the public’s awareness of environmental values
increases, properties with those values will be in greater demand and as a result will obtain higher
purchase prices.
6 Fencing to prevent stock access, weed, vermin and erosion control, nutrient management,
revegetation etc.
7 Could include regeneration of river banks, wildlife corridors and other revegetation areas which will
not be harvested and have identical controls to those applying to conservation covenants.
8 The weighting must be sufficient to differentiate the various levels. For example:
Conservation covenants/agreement, 5 credits per unit area; sawlogs plantations, 3 credits
per unit area and woodchip plantations, 1 credit per unit area.
9 In the Otways blue gum plantations are intended to be logged every seven years after the
initial ten year establishment period. Allowing for the high percentage of logging slash left
on the coupe and burnt, and the average short life paper products achieve, carbon is not tied
up for extended periods
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10 For example, if the land adjoins a National or State Park.
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11 As adequate maintenance of a covenanted property requires considerable additional input by the
landowner, which substantially exceeds the proposed subsidies or grants, and in many instances
prevents the property from being exploited within the current legislative restraints, some ongoing
compensation should be provided.


