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28 September 2002

Mr Ian Dundas ~
. Committee Secretary
~ House of Representatlves Standmg Commlttee on Envn'onment and Heritage

] Parliament Houes -
“Canberra ACT 2_600

~ Dear Mr Dundas
' Inqun‘y into Empioyment in the Enwronment Sector

Tam SOrTY I was unabie to prepare a subm:ssmn in tzme for your deadline of 30 August 2002.

In my view there is considerable potential for growth in the environment sector, particular in the -
- fields of innovative techno]ogy for monitoring environmental quahty, and technology for
alternattve (sustaznable) energy productzon ' : |

It would seem an attractive optior to encourage small to medxum enterprise, parttcularly in -
 regional and rural Australia. Ore of the obstacles to SME growth in the region with which Tam _
- familiar (North Qld), a key hmmng factor i is the cost of accéess to bandw;dth for “smart™ " - R

s mdustry

) A second obstacle to growth in thxs ﬁeld is a lack of human capac1ty We have relatively few
" people who arg exper;enced in both technology (Sci, Tech & Eng.) and in business practices. We
should place some emphasis on encouragement and support of knowledge brokers building hnks

between our world class researchers and entrepreneurs

In Townsville a consortium of busmess govemment and scientists have produced a strategy for

_developing innovative téchnologies in the region at their own expenise (Approx $150,000),
however we are now unable to progress until we can find new resources to build partnerships for
affordable baI}dWldth and rocruzt knowledge broker skills into the region.

I w1sh to brmg these :ssues to the attentlon of the comm1ttee and would be happy to’ provuie
more mfonnatlon ifitisof mterest o

Yours sinc’ereiy'

I'signed copy in mail]
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