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Dear Mr Dundas

Inquiry into Employment in the Environment Sector

I refer to my letter of 31 July 2002 indicating that the Department of Industry, Tourism and
Resources would make a submission to the House of Representatives Standing Committee on
Environment and Heritage Inquu‘y into Empioyment in the Environment Sector. The
Department’s submtssmn is as follows

In September 2001 the Co'mmdriweai'th Government and representatives of the Australian
environment industry agreed on, and released, an Environment Industry Action Agenda. The
Action Agenda is a ten-year strategy, which sets out 18 key recommendations to enable the
Australian environment industry to achieve its vision "to add value to all Australian business by
enabling competitive outcomes, and ini the process bulld an environment mdustry with annual
sales exceeding $40 billion by 2011".. :

A Leaders Group made up of enwronment mdustry CEOs, in partnership with a joint team from
the Department of Industry,. Tourism:and Resources and Environment Australia, guided the
development of the Action. Agenda The deve]e' ment phase was preceded by the release of a
discussion paper, ‘Investing in Sustainability”, which provided an overview of the environment .
industry and issues affecting the industry. A copy of the Environment Industry Action Agenda,
the Action Agenda Executive Summary and the dxscussmn paper are attached for your
consideration, : : -

The Department considers this Actxon Agenda material to be reievant to the terms of reference of
the Inquiry because: SER o

a) the discussion paper prowdes some :rzformauon on empioymem in the environment sector;
and .

b) the Action Agenda outhnes a v1szon-‘for consaderable growth in the revenues of the
environment sector over the next 10 years which, if reahsed_ couid be expected toresult ina

significant i increase in employment in that sector.

The dlscussmn paper mciu s gsulting from environﬁi’éﬁ’t}"l :
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" by the Departmerit and which included analysis done by fhe'Naticnal Institute of Economic
| Research (NIEIR) A copy of thxs pubhcation zs aiso attached for your 1nformat:on

1 understand that a subsequent pubhcatzon the Na!zonal Capabtlzty Sratement on Australza s
Environment Industry; prepared for Environment Australia by the Victorian Umversxty of
Techniology, prcvuies more up~to -date mformatxcn ot the env1rcnment industry in Austraixa

The Committee might note tha_t the 1a_ck of adeq'uate infermati_on on the Australian environment
industry is a matter of conicern-to both the Government and the environment industry and is the
subject of a recommendation in the Action ‘Agenda. The available data tends to be disjointed and
to represent only parts of the 1ndustry Industry representat;ves have called for more consistent
and comprehensive data for the whole of the Australian environment industry. To this end, the
~ Minister for Industry, Tourism and Resources-and the Minister for Environment and Heritage
have recently written to the Austraiian Statistlman askmg that the‘amount arid leveI of statistxcal o
information availabie from the ABS on the environment’ ‘industry be 1mprcved '

; The Envzronment Industry Actzon Agenj ‘1s now in the im mentation phase A grcup of
industry leadérs has been formed; called the Barton Group, to ‘guide and monitor the
implementation of the Action Agenda The environment 1ndustry, with input from my
Department Envu‘onment Australia and all relevant Federal, State and Terntory government
bodies, are currently preparing a detazled report on the first year’s progress in implementing the
Action Agenda. I expect thzs repcrt te be completed in ()ctober 2002.

If you require any further mformatton piease contact Mr RICk Belt Manager Environmental
Industries Section; Energy and Env:ronment I)1v1510n telephone (02) 6213 7208 and e-mazl

Rick. Belt@mdustrv gov au

'Thank you for the opportumty to make th1s submxsszon

Yours sincerely .

John Rya i
Deputy Secretary S

30 August 2002 L
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