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Committee Secretary ‘ "
Standing Committee on Environment and Heritage
House of Representatives :
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
{9 JAN 2004
Inquiry into Sustainable Cities - | HOUSE OF REPRESENT -+
STANDING CONMNITT! ¢ -
ENVIRONMENT AND i1 1 f,
Dear Sir’fMadam, - :

The Bicycle Federation of Australia Inc (the BFA) is a national peak body of state,
territory and regional cycling groups that promotes ¢ycling for recreation,
transportation and tourism, and lobbies for better cycling facilities. Our member
groups are listed on our website: www.bfa.asn.au

One of our member groups is Bicycle New South Wales (BNSW). | understand that
BNSw has made a submission to the Inquiry, dated’131 October 2003.

The BFA would like to support the BNSW submissién and make the following points:

 Large Australian cities are becoming more unheaithy places with high levels
of obesity (1) and greater rehance on pnvate motor vehicles.

¢ . Private motor vehtcles make a significant contnbutlon to air pollution and
greenhouse gases (2,3,4) ,

+ The infrastructure required for the private motor vehicle is extensive. Up to
one third of Sydney’s ‘available’ public land is taken up be motor vehicles
through road space, parking, and areas to support motor vehicles (5).

¢ Poor land use and transport planning practrées contribute to the development
of transport systems which are not sustamable and which discourage physical
activity (6).

¢ Programs such as TravelSmart (7.8) can result in a large increase in cycling
and other sustainable transport modes (walkmg and public transport) and a
reduction in private vehicie use

¢ Increasing the use of sustainable transport modes results in communities that
are healthier, more ‘neighbourly’, more equitable and more sustainable.
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We would welcome the opportunity to make a short verbal presentation to the
Inquiry.

Yours sincerely

Rod Katz
President
BFA
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