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Preserve bushland

“ should involve state and local gave

Support consideration of urban bmdwerssty in reglonal natural resource

~ management plans and fund thefr lmpiementaﬂon through the Natural Heritage
~Trust.

Lead national dialogue on urban bushiand especially strategies to address the
continued urban land c!earmg and coa l-s;arawl that threatens biodiversity. This
t and community stakeholders.

on dered in planning the development or

Ensure biodiversity values are ful

sale of Commonwealth land in urbah areas and subject such proposals to

environmental impact assessment ;

Support urban bushland conservation by prowdmg addttronal funds for inclusion
of land in conservation reserve neiwerks and provndmg tax incentives for
bushland retentron on private 1and

Energy use

Continue commumty—based m;tlattves to reduce energy use by households, such
as the Australian Greenhouse Ofﬂce funded Cocﬁ Communities program.
Fund and facilitate a national effart on e nergy demand management and
efficiency including research and deve!oprnent in areas of significant and growing

~energy consumption. Ccnslder rejuvenatmg the Energy Research &

Development Corporation.

- Increase regulatory backing and fmancsal mcentrves for the development of
: eeclogfcany sound yrenewable nergy,

: cludmg:a hugher Mandatory Renewable

Water and wastewater .
Support research into the environmental 1mpacts of water and wastewater in

urban Australia and deve{opmeznt of susta able urban water management
strategies, for example thmugh the C or :reshwater Ecology.

Convene a national summit on urban water use to ldentlfy ways of managing
water demand and enhancmg efficiency. This should address the problems of
rainfall decline, mcreasmg demand ar dwater pa!luttcm expenenced in major
cities.

Review the impact of COAG water mdustry reforms on urban water sustainability,

especially demand management mmatlves

Waste

Show leadership through a whoie»of—government green procurement policy
favouring recycled matenats and requmng Commonwealth agencies to institute
waste reduction and recycimg programs.

Continue and extend national cleaner produc’tzon and wastewuse initiatives to

~ improve industry performance in reducingand better managing waste. The

'design for the envrronment‘ ooncept s 1oul ”be pmmoted to desngn out waste

~rather than just managmg waste.
‘Encourage life cycle analysis of products so that the full ampacts of products,
_including environmental and soci
Develop a national acttcn piaf or zero waste. ‘Thxs should involve state and

~ territory government an Ol
’;u.;and fu‘ture strat 2gies fol

I, are factored into the cost.

1sidering current performance
te imtmmlsatlon




Transport :
« Broaden the scope of AusLink and the proposed national land transport plan to
_include urban passenger transport. Require mtegrated regional transport and
land use planning and use sustalnabl / & sessment for projects proposed for
funding. -

- o Reform fringe beneﬂts tax to ramove ths current perverse incentive for car
commuting and enable employerv (o} salary;package travel alternatives like public

transport fares. The Commonw blic service should set the lead.

e Develop a national response to mt dechne emphasising demand management
initiatives like TravelSmart and aftematzve uels for passenger and freight
transport. This response shoutd reduce oil vuinarabmty and promote transport
energy alternatives (mcfudlng reduced need for travel).

Built envnronment and housing ,

» Enhance energy and water eﬁtctency for resu:ientlal and non-resndenﬂal buildings

- through the Australian Buﬁdmg Cada requ ements and national energy rating
schemes.

e  Work with other governrnents mdustry and commumty groups to promote
‘ecologically appropriate des;gn e.g. the Your Home promotion by the Australian

Greenhouse Office et al, and appl y th apprcach to Commonwealth Government

buildings (mcludmg sustamabmty prov ions in. accommodat[on leasing

fgmdelmes) . : ,

o Establish a national approach to sustainable urban development, including a

Vtslon and targets a contmumg research eﬁert and a nauonal pohcy forum

Population and consumption fundamentallyf mﬂuence the sustainability of
settlements. The size and distribution of population and the level and equitability of
consumption should be considered in loc) g at urban sustatnabthty The
Commonwealth Government has a key role in hépmg population through migration
e pohcy, yet there is no clear poputatlonpehcy for the nation. To this end we
recommend that the Commonwealth: e
» Develop a sustainable populanon po n::y fm' Austraha addressing the size, make
 up and distribution of the pcpu{atmn in the medium to long-term.
» Prepare a consumption policy thatfé s to educe total resource use.
Undertake an examination of taxation policies — how they impact on
environmental quality in urban areas and. areas where fiscal policy could assist in
moving towards sustamabthty -




The WA Government's State Sustamabmty‘ Strategy includes many positive actions
~ that could be replicated in other state supported by the Commonwealth. The
Conservation Council supports the  that should lead to a more integrated
approach to planning and decisiol ng, tho gh many actions needs to be

- strengthened and resources commltted if énv:renmental socual and economic gains
are to be made. ~ . o

The Conservation Council i fs keen to prowde further mput to the inquiry through
participation in hearings or roundta le m gs. iPtéase contact the Council if you
would like more information on any pOi s in this submission.

Yours sincerely,

- thm \tc](w

Sue Graham-Taylor
President




