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Foreword 
 

 

Australia, like other countries around the world, is facing an immense challenge - 
to create sustainable cities for the future.  

As one of the most urbanised countries in the world, with water shortages, 
transport congestion and high energy demands, Australia must take action now to 
address how our cities might develop in the future.   

This committee’s vision is for Australian cities that are vibrant and healthy – 
environmentally, socially and economically. Working towards this goal is not the 
responsibility of governments alone. It is the responsibility of all Australians and 
must be a priority for all Australians. The committee was heartened to see the 
commitment and dedication displayed by many individuals and organisations.  

What is missing is coordinated and concerted action. This committee believes that 
that there is a need for the Australian Government to assume a leadership role. 
Accordingly, the committee’s most important recommendations concern what 
form such leadership might take.     

The House of Representatives Standing Committee on Environment and Heritage 
of the 40th Parliament began this inquiry. The current committee recognised the 
important work the previous committee undertook and chose to continue the 
inquiry. On behalf of the committee of the 41st Parliament, I would like to thank 
the previous committee for its important contribution, and particularly the Chair, 
the Hon Bruce Billson MP.   

 

 

Dr Mal Washer 
Chair 
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