SUBMISSION 97
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND TRADE

As you know, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) assists the Australian
Electoral Commission (AEC) in the collection of votes from Australian electors overseas.
Our overseas missions act as an extended operational arm of the AEC and work directly to
their instructions. ‘

104 Australian Embassies, High Commissions, Consulate Generals and Consulates
participated in the 2010 Federal Election in 79 countries around the world. These missions
provided pre-poll and postal voting services for Australians overseas at the time of the
Election between 6-21 August and recorded a total of 70 410 votes.

For your reference, T attach a break-down of overseas votes by location for the 2010 Federal
Election compared to overseas voting figures for Federal Elections in 2007, 2004 and 2001.
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