Submission 60

Ms Catherine King MP
Federal member for Ballarat

13 May 2008

Committee Secretary

Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Matters
Department of House of Representatives

PO Box 6021

Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

AUSTRALIA

Dear Committee Secretariat,
Re: Inquiry into the 2007 Federal Election

Thank you for providing to me information relating to the above inquiry. | wish to
submit a response specifically in relation to:

(d)  the provisions of the Act that relate to disclosure and the activities of
associated entities, and third parties not covered by the disclosure
provisions;

In the 2007 election campaign in the seat of Ballarat a number of paid newspaper
and television advertisements, and leaflets where shown/distributed.

Prior to the election these advertisements where run under the authorisation of a
Mr Michael Casanova (Attachment 1 and 2). A former DLP candidate and founder
of an organisation called the Christian Adult Social Institute, which is incorporated
under Victorian State law.

The issue of incorrect authorisation was raised with the AEC and appropriately
dealt with. However to our knowledge CASI have never at any stage provided a
financial disclosure to the Victorian Department of Justice regarding its income and
expenditure, nor have they been required to do so to the AEC.

During the 2007 election campaign identical ads to those run by CASI were shown
on TV, print and leaflets (Attachment 3). Our estimate was that at least some
$40,000+ would have been needed to run this campaign. The authorisation was
now an individual P. Jordan, RMB5570 Brookleigh Road, Strathbogie 3660 in the
Federal seat of McEwan.



During the course of the campaign period my office received numerous calls
objecting to the content of the material and wanting to contact the entity behind the
campaign and know who funded it.

My understanding is that the current provision of the Commonwealth Electoral Act
1918 (CEA) did not require financial disclosure of either CASI or the individual who

latterly authorised this campaign.

It is my view that the Act should be strengthened to require such third parties to
disclose.

Yours sincerely
(aﬁme yA 2l

Catherine King
Federal Member for Ballarat






Attachment 2

"REMEMBER THIS

The Federal Member for Ballarat, Catherine King, used her
conscience vote in Parliament to support the abortion drug RU 486

i Remember this...and vote with your conscience for the unborn baby
at the Federal election this year.
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KING'S ALLEGIANCE:
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