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Attachment:

To:

The Secretary

Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Matters
Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Issue: Votes for the Federal Election October 9™ 2004 not being counted.

Due to the geographical location of his property Mr Jordan and his family
select the postal vote option to lodge their voting rights at Federal and State
elections.

For the recent Federal election on October the 9" 2005 lodgement for postal
votes happened in plenty of time with the required papers being mailed to
them from the electoral office.

4 QOctober 2005 - Being conscious of time and to ensure that their votes were
counted Mr & Mrs Jordan duly filled in the forms, had them witnessed, and on
a regular trip into the regional township of Longford posted them on Thursday
the 7" October 2005.

Note that the forms are witnessed and dated 4 October 2005.

In December 2005 Mr & Mrs Jordan received a notice from the Divisional
Returning Officer as per attached indicating that their vote was late therefore
would not be counted.

Mr Jordan questioned this and was sent a copy of the envelope stamped by
the post office in HOBART 10 October 2005. Mr Jordan could not understand
this as he posted the letter at Longford in the North of Tasmania and yet the
post mark was for Hobart in the South of the state.

Note — Mr Jordan is concerned that his vote has not been counted as also
others may not due to the regional isolation to a MAIN STREAM POST
OFFICE.
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16 March 2005

The Secretary
Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Matters

Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Secretary

This letter authorises Senator Guy Barnett to forward the Committee on Electoral
Matters details of my experience in the 2004 Election campaign.

Yours sincerely

Mr Ray Jordan
421 Gulf Road
Liffey Tas 7301
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Address for Corvespondence

Division of LYONS . Divisi LYONS
PO BOX 123 = a%vgg)gigg-EYST
LAUNCESTON TAS 7250 LAUNCESTON TAS 7250
01/002170 Tel: 132326 o
.~ Fax: 03 6334 2725
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RAYMOND ALLEN JORDAN £ B 54 /4 2 7 T ok W %v .
421 GULF RD - : » }y
LIFFEY TAS 7301 ‘

FEDERAL ELECTION - VOTING ADVICE

When you voted at the recent federal election you did so by post.

‘One of the requirements for your vote to be counted was that your vote be received by me

an or before polling day or, if received after polling day:
® the postmark date on the envelope; or |

) in the absence of a postmark, the date of witnessing of your vate, indicate that
your vote was cast before the close of the pall.

When this was checked | found that this requirement had not been met. Therefare, your
vote could not be counted. '

Yours sincerely
Davin Foulkes

Divisional Returning Officer
7 December 2004
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PO BOX 123, LAUNGESTON TAS 7250
Y27 - 011 - 0BE0S

I] I[i“fllji "Ii“{“ u l" FIHIIIII"'I‘!F‘ h !i" [!

Divisional Retuming Officer
Heply Paid 123
LAUNCESTON TAS 7250 -

- No stamp required
i pasted in Austratla

L T R N




ey AEC

Address for Correspondence

Division of LYONS Division of LYONS MENTD
PO BOX 123 ‘ 87 GEORGE ST ATTACH
LAUNCESTON TAS 7250 | LAUNCESTON TAS 7250

01/002169 Tel: 132326

Fax: 036334 2725

Ref: LYONO02531M
0 g

BRIGHTA JANETTE JORDAN
421 GULF RD
LIFFEY TAS 7301

FEDERAL ELECTION - VOTING ADVICE
When you voted at the recent federal election you did so by post.

One of the requirements for your vote to be counted was that your vote be received by me
on or before polling day or, if received after polling day:

° the postmark date on the envelope; or

° in the absence of a postmark, the date of W|tnessmg of your vote, indicate that
your vote was cast before the close of the poll.

When this was checked | found that this requirement had not been met. Therefore your
vote could not be counted.

Yours sincerely
Davin Foulkes

Divisional Returning Officer
7 December 2004
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Divisional Returning Officer
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11 January 2004

Senator Eric Abetz

Special Minister of State
Liberal Senator for Tasmania
GPO 1675

HOBART Tasmania 7001

s

. B 'q'“'
Dear Minister '

I am writing to you regarding an issue from a constituent, Mr Ray Jordan of
Liffey, in Tasmania.

Mr Jordan and his extended family use the postal voting system at election
times due to the uncertainty of their ability to travel to a polling booth on a
nominated election day.

In the recent Federal election, on October 9" 2004, applications for postal
votes were applied for and received. These were completed and posted at the
Longford Post Office on the Thursday prior to the election.

In December Mr Jordan and other members of his family received letters from
the Electoral Office stating that as the postal votes had been received by the
electoral office, and did not comply with the regulations (refer attached
letters), their votes were not counted.

Apparently one letter had a post mark HOBART on it but Mr Jordan definitely
did not post them there.

Your comments and guidance in reply to Mr Jordan would be appreciated.

Yours sincerely

33 George Street,
o Launceston 7250
Tasmania Australia
Tel (03) 6334 1755

- o Fax: (03) 6334 1624
Guy Ba«rnett Toll Free: 1300 132 937
LIBERAL SENATOR FOR TASMANIA

——Y

\x:’::k“\i\w-r— P

Email:
senator.barnett@aph gov.au

www.guybarnett.com

Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
Tel: (02) 6277 3603
Fax: (02) 6277 3600
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Senator Guy Barnett ‘
Senator for Tasmania B MAR 005
33 George Street ) o
LAUNCESTON TAS 7250

Dear Senato/r/B’ei;nett {:7
Thank you for your letter of 11 J anuary 2005 on behalf of Mr Ray Jordan of Liffey,
who expressed concern that his postal vote was not admitted to the count at the
2004 Federal Election. I apologise for the delay in replying.

I note that Mr Jordan’s postal vote was posted at Longford on
Thursday 7 October 2004 but was postmarked in Hobart on 10 October 2004.

The Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) has advised that the

Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 (the Electoral Act) requires that, for a postal vote
to be counted, it must be posted to the relevant Divisional Returning Officer (DRO)
on or before polling day. If a postal vote is received after polling day, the postmark
should indicate that it was posted prior to the close of polling. The AEC regrets any
distress this matter has caused Mr Jordan.

Mr Jordan may be interested to know that the Australian Parliament regularly
appoints a Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Matters (JSCEM) to review the
conduct of federal elections and electoral law. This Committee considers issues
relating to electoral law and administration, and makes recommendations for
appropriate reform.

Should Mr Jordan wish to make a submission to the JSCEM on this matter or if he
would like further information on the Committee’s previous views, the Committee
Secretariat can be contacted at Department of House of Representatives, Parliament
House, Canberra ACT 2600, phone: 02 6277 2374, fax: 02 6277 4710 or email:
JSCEM@aph.gov.au.

Thank you for bringing Mr Jordan’s concerns to my attention.

Yours sincerely

’d

.

ERIC ABETZ

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 Telephone 02 6277 7600 Facsimile 02 6273 4541




11 January 2005

Mr Ray Jordan
421 Gulf Road

LIFFEY Tasmania 7301
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Dear Mr Jérdan

In reference to your concerns in relation to the last election on October 9"

P
14

2004, and the Electoral Offices letter to you.

ATTACHMENT |

| have written to Special Minister of State Senator Eric Abetz and forwarded
copies of your and your wife’s postal vote application and mailing envelope for

comment.

Following his reply to me | will contact you.

Best wishes to you both for the New Year.

Yours sincerely

E—

Guy Barnett”

LIBERAL SENATOR FOR TASMANIA
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33 George Street,
Launceston 7250
Tasmania Austrakia

Tel: (03) 6334 1755
Fax: (03) 6334 1624
Toll Free: 1300 132 937

Ernail’
senatorbameti@aph.gov.au

www.guybarnetli.com

Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
Tel: (02) 6277 3603
Fax: (02) 6277 3600




