Keith Nex. 5/38 Stephen *_’”6&’7‘_ Jeadigron =
NSW 2021 “fe/kaz_ %3 w*; 72

4 Submission No. . / 4 ( NIV
Date Retgivart .../, Dy A.p .................. ‘
Secretaryl O , (lin’= g AN 2 7 F ol /0 el ¢ C
t e A

,:S 224 ;/L oy § gﬁﬁ. /r’L&{(/b // C—éj)ui Cte. > ,\“ /%I 1}; T”P /. ‘;W, &
Parliawent Hérens Contl ﬂ’“ AT

K* e / LVL//MV‘ Mﬁm/t M/:?AU/%—»
leu,éc(,cﬁ]uj/ (43 u/ czuﬁm‘ (01 Cy/ﬂw LM/M%L—(WLJ Lf_

Frowm gpear €llr T Race docedod o weats
o %«aéé/ At uu:kl—um P gl 7£W¢/J? bzl LMW
\fltl/&a QC&@@’\ ‘754@ Cﬁ)/wﬂcc/%éf %477/%(/@ /Zi

7 condefcems ﬁz‘{\
ﬁw{}@ AeZ w;y](; LN el ////w/f\vma/ﬁauw:;/

Submassion ohe w@ Elee ?‘m«fﬁ de@fs E
by /\@Owb /QQY ;4»7%, 'l'(Q/L S o0 L T -

IWMW fw&@’f\cw@ Auw(

#me E;J:Z c - Lbuﬁw vﬁ/(j?c, S A}f; f;[ Feel ..
adt T . Fhe u% %// %, S
Yot w«’@»f’ w o@w

Fust Ut o Joid) ée[/ 7%@{ 7 (Y
a2 Fwéﬁi ﬂﬂéﬂ\ﬁztém al 7%1&/7( Lu’éu,@ M~
@0‘0@; ey Z\ﬂ CLQ/L(/WI CHL’) ﬂ /J @J% 6}/ 96‘1‘@/‘/@{}’1@(/(
(A (C ;b_o/bzw/W& 7%\1(/ 1,0 nA /Céo /fcszt H\Q
f\b”‘&d‘f I/LL\,)_A(,J K~f %Q/@vudf )c }ZLLLLHL_gy )4(( |
)mfsztpt&;u anN & 7%(_,/ c*/f/}éf étf@éﬁ/@: LcMﬁ
ww?/z;. well })rfw /f D~ e’ veel Zﬂ Deﬂ/@é‘f’—/bﬂ&:
pars W?W% L Virtheg oo L Ao

7

Jesknir of &W% ,m% et el




Tl . boip /Q([w:_-:/_,_ /écéé&,f_ 7. /MW& — e Lo

re;;;;m,% Gillly foire Yhon Lpp af m“‘,m(,/
L/(;/md /@c&f/@ L(_ﬁ/i’(,%/ ' cu'zgfv Qe ) 4. DKL ,)/%L i

_ __l_ff_: M‘ ugzé el Dpes earc to
U—é‘“@ Jﬂ%ﬁm /}jfé_, wfj éﬁ@z iM ,ji&;é(/ WZﬁZ L*é'j

- 'L(l‘zl“ﬁ///{ uréd /7?&/&?% &LMQ&%
Kg@ e c,@m@(, »4& j __7(__:

T Clen {@‘5»@[ UZ@/‘LL/Z/L
u:c ngf@ /4 L@-eﬁbuﬂf cé\g;;&C_L ?___ Ez@f _-ﬁ\auz(_;_.
J’;ﬁ*&z[éﬁ// Lo lens  owée. ﬁ(/wl yoaler b

7:@ o M%%am A A pelsl

 hellies ! e o a@wf‘ﬁ G M Lons. S
L,WR{A @M Q. e (Zu%« Lpté/ 5@ %éé//é_é_&._ . HQ_
\/U‘cé( /@& W&ZEM@Z CLM%/» MWZ__ . i}

1%%/{: C?/ {j‘ﬁ%( Wa/{cc@% L uLuL’LCQ/MfI/%CQé

C(, L ( 74 W b Pavtiy _;‘@51(.{(][_’_\ dgLL@fv/Z( I
Mﬁ%ﬁ (,,L,L f“e{ﬁ’/ulmm/ - - o Lol i

HCANS /’*f/(_/{ _//
ﬂc—" WL,U I u:c*vc/égt é//ie s 7<c Lq&%

' 7%; //mw (/U\éc/ as . a&mj&w CWL{(

| 7!@-5/&:’:‘4_%{/\ :[ \Hu VN




' - Zo‘ ljc@ VL&%—"I?& féféu’:ﬂx, ary. jtc,w 6&5&:
V\M@ C,chén%wm 4@‘7&{)0 %27// 2N g
- Wwa/ﬂ 74 wé:?m”& ane. M ,@f@% “Zi@é

// /Oa“@f/ Cicd AN,
\M\Q—y aANe_ M/L;y Wﬂ% Len %{wcg(/ o d Cat

Tiwe to 72)?/;%& %,@w % %m %W
| W\' WM l/i LJ o a 4@85‘(,6/

T e







- M@L 7{3‘ AN /Sw)(‘ (»/'Z‘, twm@(
| /@e. % Lo ab0liok /L/Lo ﬂw«d ﬁéd?(zm(/

Neowsever~ Yho
W Mw@% 4%/ M /W

et Yhat of f
| ﬁﬂ' veHpg<e . NEP L
ASER: W i /@J@L Z ;; “
T mwake /;}e» (LA /Ww)fu;

._W P&@M 75@. /&“@Q o
Y L,UM ureml.zﬁ lzuuzﬁe_uf Lea %Q
Ys,000 avd Aol @%W%ﬁ

- b \&}u;/t/‘ cﬁ/ Qw/ ~d-d 742 W;/xmfcﬁz =
MMM ;7:/

o % L/",A/L/%@/) coel 1 A |
..)J»M Logal lo be a_ prec 7[Lcu xa/e)zgaﬂ,(

L }a—emfﬁﬁj;fuﬁw: LA L\{l N\éﬂe Cﬁé‘ i@ .
NG A(OCS e ?ﬂﬁ@ﬂl Z{T U\eir;ﬁww > ‘b@\
s M tonse ad Veleos @WK 7

ol Adaal w)m wz%& e
Lo U}Q &U\ﬁ

"“ C/\M—}% LU‘CM /
cfy 7% 67% %4%

e Croe |
ol 2, 6&%/ ezfﬁ, \,.,Zz
Wﬁm Tope /ﬁvﬂréﬁé’// Z/d/ M/%‘V/ cz/(/ % Weeqd -




CA &A/u & AL K(,Q/? \Q,aﬁ .

Mjfﬁ%a %/ﬁ//m -

«m i pince i B e

s e /N\z  _geS B
T/%/V\Q MU Lo@m_ ,z/{ %Z;ﬁ« M/lw of—

— el (R VIR

el i thal gg_;@:zﬁm%m@;

W pestlo nz [ne Il
Nww/o Care “5& MQ@Z, /6? W(‘M"
S @ Aol I\Q?%;QJZ WAz ,ﬂﬁam&%




o A/ % Lo c,wéygg ";1/4% M
WWMMMMQE % 4@,

wa’ f/ M ot
%ﬁ A UMM@ ol A & 23 /\cgﬂo?/ M
;\/Ui Cr ol gbdse200 pesmaried o a ‘ :

o Uf%x/@ e are W ?‘A@ {%W ng

j

Ein ﬂﬁé@%%ﬁﬁ{’pﬁi/w AM@
sz 3&&@”"%%




il L CplA Hor

<.

& e L D€L C(gd,/w%_

TR Belversaral Sgalosen

8. &M/u/«(:\ , Zm

1//

N SRR RN



g Y < UUidp oJL
”§§?;;%7 voerudal s L e _beeacol 0
e Lyeajbiy T e e~ ol dondk
L we el eael Fone ocvernd Rofoo ao
we Rad e Lb;]ii}zk%%ﬁﬂk Lh?;ztﬁazyﬂ cardd .
- e /6%4}69( e xx/wu@&rg it W Looley
Al ad tever~ 604 £ i%@£§§;g4L Cor /o |

; L [ B W ACE L/. g T
E Coser TV@/«W/ e ecal Poalll

reed) pund. “Laq,ZEklgkgiﬁaf. ﬂi&éﬂggéLaAF, el q

éaﬂé%?Jﬂﬂmﬂuhjj égzzé;%ﬁf&ﬁa

. Raros Xy T

T pe e — s pehbc Hhiom
. wvegp — bnelaX s %WM
R VS Qéénga4aﬂ k v 2clasela Yo }
concefl of RBESPONSIRICITY. Wwe ana_
L respen bl cobpebedlo T Yo

C_OM P gyﬁ%ﬁw?( . R e
20 _uﬁ?ﬁf. e Tk /Qﬁqmﬁw%ﬁfﬁuﬁ )92g74%t§1?m§éiZ?wwmm”
B ————————————————————————

R



H

;x!

Mg NV v T AN LA TN AR~ e o e i
" o

! hid

N b

- ... kA /Ef Ao T AN T AL A i
7

b

g

& o * r

> e Dl

i

- [l S5, W - oA - . a4 [ A A ,,__\ - e = et = e R .E;,

- 3 ° o

; :'_ .0 SERURDY P Sy A STt Rt PR B N d . T B e _h“ e e e é’
o= —_— . prsrt] g Tn




e /Mﬂ C/ci /7’%2&/1}4 M %@fﬂ&

rwevienl (pro o Mézf%

Se,wzvgﬂ @l oo Mu«w ar A
| /6‘6 Cééﬂ/é/f (/U‘i/[//i,aw Wf NS Al en de A f@

' egpenien %QW 57 2
”' 1’\%@ uf&cez‘ fhase

 pedfle Lol eu M,Lmé er wele A
%ﬁ— %\ 2 7%7 wwf;é’% /CW va-




__-n-__—_:LW‘C&DQ:?_(;. I%~Q/ﬁ— Llf . L L 2N ——M
E v, osewecly A &i Aol Fo U C

4




(ﬁw jww L w M new 4.8,
7%&(5 Yema. wt/
%/amméww Tha ffe 14 7?% G Lo M

ﬁa%t /%‘cn 67’ ciye c?acﬁ(km/c LUNE Cé&/"'\
ol ' Ao

QLL/W of o )@Wfd
+ TheX U‘O’“ﬂt»«ﬁ/ e %\Q.L“* MM

W ot Coadt cod 1%&/%{%/
e abstlinhod %&& %U U@

%‘3 w@w wm AZJ/ Yff Te améwcﬁfed

Caiind ey’ e ﬁw o mae'\a(
"L L{j&jcm wg{l

= Thd fwls vote eand &, m
,b/

W (e ad ey 13 ey ol ceal
Mw@f toneg e IéﬁimA m%w ,,,,,,, |

} ) Mr *
T ALecce, e -2
mﬁgz yCoe ’?9// 7 Muyféf

\w




e “‘I‘Rzué The S faﬁfz &m& WM?WA%_MW__

- That WMivalons Ge oppeated o
. W/Ui/‘f/‘ fj_‘__ Liks G’”‘?ieé% refeddedrall) .

o %ﬁ Ww Km/&—e — all ekede 4 o

} TM %JQ tege e o c_% wrlen
Mﬁm W T 2l varee Do Recy

A ﬁ_:c, e Prcosl 5
L@:f/ﬁ‘ h Z_'ie \

[ Lep— wlona e




O e Mengé’hmﬂ %@’me /O’L v-efang  U6)
W¥ cenva Nelo ywa, Z ZZV U‘&j M%; . |

They pechmission T soe o pord ofs

e codd a5 T Ruve wnod oo |

Tremo with The 2.1 sT Gud. T veily hore

¥ /RN




Sy howwiicy R
hefore

rieoueds b, ewteasiad salabd oo N

WLEBREL DU oy 7-g 2005 1

HMENT 4|

Politics is aays ,%QSEE

HIS week on The 7.30 Re-

port we saw one of those

magic media moments. It

was Monday and Kerry
O’Brien was interviewing John
Howard. They began with a very
serious subject, the kidnapping of
Douglas Wood in Iraq. The Prime Min-
ister looked serious and said: “It’s a
very distressing situation, and I just
want to say to his family the nation is
feeling for you.” )

O’Brien’s next words were, “Now,
Mr Howard, leadership”, and both
men broke into grins. I grinned my-
self. T guess this response mainly re-
flected relief at moving from the
anarchic brutality of Iraq back onto
the safe and scripted territory of local
politics. Speaking for myself, there
was also a rueful reflection on the
triviality of the latter compared with
the former. This was strengthened by
the tedium and fakery in the local
politics being referr?d—?(,), the Howard-
Céstello leadership stoush.

This does not really exist. Itis largely
a media_fabrication, with some half-
he input from the politicians in-
volved. John Howard is too successful
and secure and Peter Costello too
unaggressive and unsupported for this
to be a story at all without copious
amounts of journalistic Viagra.

There are certain dramatic story-
lines journalists and editors are
always trying to impose op reality. In
this case it’s the classic leadership
challenge, inspired by memories of
the Hawke-Keating conflict of more
than a decade ago. But at least that
story had strong roots in reality.

I recall around 1990 interviewing
Labor ministers such as Kim Beazley
and John Dawkins about the suc-
zession. They not only said Paul Keat-
ng deserved it, they could point to his

nfluence across various areas of
jovernment, to his grasp of “the big
sicture”. There was general agree-
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ment that he had been essential to the
government’s nature and success, that
he possessed qualities Bob Hawke
lacked, and vice versa.

Costello’s situation is entirely differ-
ent. He has been a competent Treasurer
but his influence on the Government, in
the sense of making it different to what
it would have been in his absence, is
small. The most significant financial

reform of the past decade, the GST, is ;
associated with- Howard, not Costello. !

People often talked of the Hawke-
Keating government. No one, apart

from a few polite Liberals, talks of the ‘

Howard-Costello Government.

And where Keating wanted the top

jab passionately and increasingly pub-
licly, and had a respectable number of
supporters, Costello doesn’t. His dis-

content has been muted and when re- !
buffed he doesr’t rage, he sulks. The |

media like to talk of the “Costello
camp” but it’s more like a small and
lonely tent. The leading camper used
to be Christopher Pyne, who received
a (deserved) promotion last year from

Photo: Bruce Postie

: John Howard. Pyne was almost em-
! barrassingly reticent when brought
| onto Richard Glover's program on
' ABC Sydney radio this week to discuss
. Costello’s future.

. The absurd inflation of the
Howard-Costello story is a reminder
of how Australia gives too much atten-
tion to politics. We tend to accept too
readily the political class’s idea of its
; own_importance. The truth 1s that
i Australia is blessed by boring and
. often irrelevant politics: life for most
! of us would be almost no different if
| Labor had won the last federal elec-
| tion, or if the Coalition had trinmphed
i in NSW. To pretend otherwise — as
| politicians and the media that report
| on them implicitly do all the time — is
a conspiracy against the public.

(Yes, I know I've been involved in
this myself as a journalist. No corre-
spondence will be entered into.)

It has an internal logic. The media
machine set up to cover political high
points, such as elections, is expensive
and staffed by intelligent and ener-
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the yawn

getic people. It cannot simply be
turned off when nothing of import-
ance is happening. So it creates or
inflates stories to fill the airwaves and
théiewspaper columns. Politicians go
along with this: the lasf thing EHey
want is for the media space devoted to
themselves to shrink.
Australia_suffers more than other
countiies from this problem. Not only
are we a small and quiet place despite
having three levels of government en-
gaged in determined efforts to expand
their reach), we have compulsory vot-
ing in state and federal elections. This

means politicians don't have to face the
most_obvious_indicaror of loss of rel-
evapce: low voter turnout at election
time. The boon this provides for the
political class can't be underestimated.
When only 59 per cent of British voters
attended polling booths in the 2001
election, British politicians and journal-
ists went into a frenzy of self-reflection
and agonising over whether politics
was still relevant. In other countries,
declining turnout has had a similar, if
less sudden, effect.

But_in Augm;%ai
politics is the last of the great protect:
industries — in denying us the ability t}io
refuse to vote, it protects itself from the
knowledge of what the public really
thinks of it. We live in an age in which
everything is up for deregulation
except the deregulators themselves. 4

Tﬁe ublic 3Eias a right to deman
either lgss coverage of politics or bet-
ter political stories. Mark Latham did
well for a while, but in the end he
burst the narrative boundaries.

Now our political story-lines are
stale and the main characters have
been around for an awfully long time.
The latest media effort to stimulate
the Howard-Costello plot line re-
minds you of those desperate atternpts
to get a bit more drama out of the
relationships between some of the old
hands in The Bill. The audience is -
growing restless. -
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