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Brief submission to enquiry

I wasavolunteeron theCampaigncommitteefor theHonJulieBishopMP
in thefederalseatof Curtin in the2004FederalElection.

My mainconcernwith the conductof theElectionwasthetime delays
involvedin processingof PostalVote ApplicationsbytheAustralian
ElectoralCommission.

In manycases,particularlythoseelectorswho appliedearly,it took9
daysminimumfor ballot papersto be mailedbackto thembytheABCfrom
the solelocationit wasclaimedwas responsiblefor handlingthewhole
Australianelectorate.
This ledto alot ofconcernfromelectorswhothoughttheirapplication
musthavebeenmisplaced,especiallythosegoingoverseassomeweeks
aftermakingtheiroriginalapplication.A numberof upsetelectors
phonedtheelectorateandcampaignoffice numbersto complainasthey
wronglythoughtthefault laywith theirlocalMemberratherthandelays
in mailingballot papersbytheABC

In future I wouldsuggestthis needsaddressing,perhapsbyhaving
ballot paperssentfrom offices in eachstateratherthantheclaimed
solenationaloutlet.

A secondproblemconcerneddelaysin handlingpre-poDingat Hollywood
Hospital.More AECstaff will be needednexttime to reducethetime
taken(about10 ormorehoursfrommemory)andreducestresson patients
aswell astheABC staff.

Thanksfor theopportunityto makethis submission.

PhilPaterson.

My contactnumbersaremobile 0417987 193 or08 93845238oremailif

thereareanyqueries.
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