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The Secretary
Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Maiters

Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Committee Secretary,
RE: MATTERS ARISING FROM THE 2004 FEDERAL ELECTION

Please accept this letter as my submission to the Joins Standing Committee on
Electoral Matters® inquiry into the conduct of the 2004 federal election.

1 will focus primarily on two aspects of the 2004 election:

% The continuing inequitable standards in the treatment of independent
candidates when compared to party endorsed candidates in relation to
political donations and possibly the application of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST).

» the use of parliamentary entitlements — sanctioned and unsanctioned —
by incumbent members for party political purposes during the
campaign period.

1. Tax deductibility of donations to independent candidates

Under Section 30-15 of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997, donations made
by individuals to political parties registered under Part XI of the
Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 are deductible up to $100 per financial
year. Donations include money and/or property purchased during the 12
months prior to being donated.

Donations to independent candidates are not considered deductible gifts or
contributions.



The Taxation Laws Amendment (Pelitical Donations} Bill 1999 proposed,
amongst other measures dealing with pelitical donations, to treat all donations
to candidates as deductible gifts or contributions regardless of whether the
candidate is independent or party-endorsed.

This bill lapsed when the 40® parliament was prorogued in 2001.

At Part 1 the bill provided for a new subdivision to be inserted into the /ncome
Tax Assessment Act 1997: 30-DA—Donations to political parties and
independent candidates and members. [ have attached the text of the bill for
the committee’s consideration (Attachment 1}).

In principle this bifl would have helped level the playing field for independent
and party-endorsed candidates. However, as I stated in the second reading on
this debate in 1999, I do not support the increase, from $100 to $1500, in the
limit on how much can be deducted in a financial year.

With appropriate amendments, the legislative framework of this bill could be
adopted by the commitiee in its recommendations, as independent candidates
continue to be disadvantage in comparison to party candidates under current
arrangeinents.

Recommendation: The Income Tax Assessment Act 1997, and any
related Act/s, be amended to ensure donations to independent
candidates receive the same lax Ireatment as donations to party-
endorsed candidates.

2. GST issues relating to political parties and independent candidates.

In June 2000, the Australia Institute published an article by Julie Smith, a
senior research fellow, titled Charities, political parties and the GST. Ms Smith
contended political parties can ‘exploit ‘GST-free concessions” along the same
lines available to registered charities.'

The article quoted tax lawyer and associate professor at the University of
Sydney Cynthia Coleman who confirmed: “politicat parties get themselves
under this GST concession because they are gift deductible entities under
Division 30 of the Income tax Assessment Act”, Ms Smith further explained:
“Under GST laws an entity is ‘gift-deductible’ and can access charitable GST
concessions if it is covered by Division 30 of the Income Tax Assessment Act
1997, Registered political parties appear in Section 30-15 of that law.”

Ms Smith referred to comments made by then Assistant Treasurer Senator Rod
Kemp that “political parties wotld be subject to GST”, but then referred to the

Prime Minister stating “political parties would not be subject to GST, because

they are not-for-profit organisations.”

I sought advice on this matter from the Australian Tax Office (ATO). The ATO
advised that political parties are determined to be carrying out an enterprise in
the form of a business — in that a party has members, collects membership
dues, owns property and collects income from that property — and if registered



for GST, may claim back the GST component on expenses incurred in the
course of carrying out that enterprise. This includes the conduct of an election

campaign.

The ATO advised this situation, to the advantage of any political party, has
come about through the workings of the 4 New Tax System (Goods and
Services) Act 1999, the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997, and various public
taxation and GST rulings.

If this is the case, political parties will enjoy a 10% financial advantage over
independent candidates in the course of an election campaign, not to mention
in fundraising events outside an election campaign period.

Recommendation: the JSCEM investigate the extent to which political
parties and their candidates enjoy GST concessions on their expenses; and
if this is 50, the relevant Act/s be amended to ensure political parties do not
receive GST concessions designed for charitable organisations and that
GST laws apply equally to all candidates at federal by-elections and
general elections.

3. Use of Parliamentary Allowances & Entitlements during the 2004
election campaign.

The use of parliamentary allowances and entitlements by incumbent MPs has
been governed by a long-standing, general convention that such entitlements
may be used only in relation to a member or senator’s own re-election and not
in support of another candidate.

This convention is not enforceable.

In recent reports examining parliamentarians entitlements, the Australian
National Audit Office (ANAO) has recommended “greater clarity and
certainty” in the terms governing their use — especially during periods of by-
elections and generat elections.”

The only way greater certainty and clarity can be achieved, generally and
during election campaigns, is to do away with so-called conventions and
replace them with enforceable regulations to govern the raft of allowances and
entitlements available to members and senators.

Printing Entitlement

The only increased ‘clarity and certainty’ the government provided in relation
to members’ printing entitlement during the 2004 election campaign was to
blatantly expand the allowance to include postal vote application forms and
other voting material (Department of Finance and Administration Circular

No.2004/43),
‘Other voting material” was specifically stated to include ‘How-to-Vote® cards.

The Australian taxpayer is footing an ever increasing amount of the bill to re-
elect incumbent MPs. Members of the House of Representatives have a



printing allowance of $125,000 available to them each year. The new
arrangement is essentially a cost-shifting exeicise, passing to the taxpayer what
in the past has been a campaign expense for the sitting member or party.

Every candidate, incumbent member, independent or party-candidate alike,
should pay for their own campaign material.

The provision of postal voting applications should be the sole responsibility of
the Australian Electoral Commission (AEC). Postal vote applications have
become yet another outlet for party-political propaganda, at no expense to the
party, and are a distortion of the principle of a secret ballot without coercion.

I have attached postal vote application forms distributed in Calare from each of
the Liberal, National and Labor parties (Attachments 2-4). Whilst each carries
the AEC’s standard text in regard to the process involved in postal voting, the
party-endorsed application forms provided:

% ataxpayer finded opportunity to distribute party campaign material,
including party logos and photographs of candidates and/or party
leaders;

% the opportunity to gather electors” contact details should they fill in
additional information panels on the application forms as reply paid
envelopes addressed to a senator’s or party office are provided for the
retum of the application forms; and

» the party sponsored application forms also advertise information
telephone lines for party call centres rather than the AEC.

This type of campaign material impinges on a process that should be the sole
responsibility of the AEC but is distorted by the major parties to solicit
personal information for party databases and influence an elector’s voting
intention.

Additionally, major party senators for NSW used their parliamentary printing
and communications allowances to send letters to the electors of Calare
publicising their respective party’s candidate.

Nationals’ Senator Sandy Macdonaltd distributed a letter on his office
lettethead on 4 Tune 2004, publicising a government grant towards the upgrade
of the Mount Panorama motor racing circuit and giving credit to the nominated
Nationals candidate and urging Calare’s electors to vote for this candidate
(Attachment 5). This letter was distributed before the date of the efection had
been announced, and outside the period of the election campaign.

Liberal Senator Bill Heffernan distributed an undated letter and survey to every
household in Calare, which also publicised the name and contact details of the
Liberal Party candidate (Attachment 6).

Whilst the Special Minister of State may argue that the ‘incidental” mention of
a candidate is acceptable, in the very least these examples illustrated the great
taxpayer funded advantage sitting party senators can provide to their respective
party candidates in all electorates in their state.



Members of Parliament Staff Entitlement

In its Audit Report No.15 2003-2004: Administration of Staff Employed under
the Members of Parliament (Staff) Act 1984, the Auditor-General
recommended the Department of Finance and Administration *“increase pre-
and post-payment controls over the use of the staff travel entitlements during
election periods in recognition of the changed environment that exists during
those periods™.” This report confirmed that claims for overtime and staff travel
allowgnces increased significantly during election campaigns in 1998 and
2001.

~ One of the most notable increases was in the travel claims of staff empioyed in
the Government Members Secretariat (GMS) and the Cabinet Policy Unit
(CPU).

While the conventions state a member or senator may use the entitlements of
office — including staff — in their own re-election, there is no clear distinction
as to whether this includes the staff of ministers and other office holders or
whether the deployment of staff to party campaign headquarters in Melbourne
or anywhere else constitutes work in support of an individual member or
senators” re-election.

The findings of the next audit of the administration of members and senators
staff will not be available until 2007, but I am confident that unless there is a
legislative change to control MPs’ use of their staff entitlement, this audit will
report the same spike in staff travel and overtime claims for the period of the
2004 election.

There is no reason why Australia could not adopt a system like that used in the
United Kingdom where once an election is called, political staff are no longer
employed by the government but become directly employed by their parties or
members.

Recommendation: the relevant Act/s be amended 1o ensure
parliamentary allowances and entitlements are to be used strictly for
parliamentary and electorate business only and cease to be available to
sitting members and senators as soon as the date of general federal
election is announced.



4. Conclusion

Given the millions of dollars parties and candidates now receive through the
public funding provisions under the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918; there
should be no need for members or senators to use their entitlements for
campaign purposes. Public election funding for the 2004 federal election
amounted to $41.9 million.

Coupled with the expense of funding parliamentarians’ entiflements during an
election campaign, the burden on the taxpayer is far too great, and largely
unrecognised by the voting public,

A truly level playing for all candidates at any election in this country is the
only way to attract the best people to stand as candidates, endorsed or
otherwise. Many an interested citizen is deterred by the cost of standing for
election (Refer to Attachment 7 — an extract from the Letters page of The
Australian 31/3/05).

The only way to ensure a level playing field is to cap campaign spending for all
candidates. I have long suggested a cap should be around $50,000. This would
be funded by public funding per primary vote to the maximum of $50,000 fully
audited expenditure, or 2 mix of public funding and far more clearly
documented donations than is currently the case.

The cost to the taxpayer would be significantly reduced with incumbent MPs’
entitlements quite correctly out of the question.

Y7incerely,

PETER ANDREN
Federal Member for Calare

! Smith, J., ‘Charities, political parties and the GST, The dustralia Institute Newsletter, No.23,

June 2000; pp. 1-2.

2 Barrett, P.1., Parliamentarians Entitlements: 1999-2000, Audit Repert No. 5 2001-2002; at
41,

?Ban'ett, P.I1., Administration of Staff Employed Under the Members of Parliament (Staff} Act

1984, Audit Report No.15 2003-2004; at recommendation no.13, p.105.

* ibid.; pp. 100-05.

 ihid.; pp 104-05.



ATTACHMENT A
1998-99

The Parliament of the
Commonwealth of Australia

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Presented and read a first time

Taxation Laws Amendment (Political
Donations) Bill 1999

No. ,1999

(Treasury)

A Bill for an Act to amend the law relating to
taxation, and for related purposes
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Donations to political parties and independent candidates and members Schedule 1
Amendment of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1936 Part3

A Bill for an Act to amend the law relating to
taxation, and for related purposes

The Parliament of Australia enacts:

1 Sheort title
This Act may be cited as the Taxation Laws Amendment (Political
Donations) Act 1999,

2 Commencement

This Act commences on the day on which it receives the Royal
Assent.

3 Schedule(s)
Each Act that is specified in a Schedule to this Act is amended or

Tadrsiaribmbimmdminedn ¢RalRodil b Bimi BYPIEGEDS9 NoNo., 199999 3



Schedule 1 Donations to political parties and independent candidates and members
Part 4 Application of amendments

repealed ag set out in the applicable items in the Schedule
concerned, and any other item in a Schedule to this Act has effect
according to its terms.

Taxation Laws Amendment (Political Donations) Bill 1999 No, |, 1999



Donations to political parties and independent candidates and members Schedule 1
Amendment of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1936 Part 3

Schedule 1—Donations to political parties and
independent candidates and members

Part 1—Insertion of new Subdivision 30-DA in the
Income Tax Assessment Act 1997

1 After Subdivision 30-D
Insert:

Subdivision 30-DA—Donations to political parties and
independent candidates and members

Guide to Subdivision 30-DA

30-241 What this Subdivision is about

You can deduct certain contributions to political parties and gifts
to independent candidates and members.

Contributions and gifts must be at least $2 and there is a limit on
the total amount that you can deduct.

Table of sections

QOperative provisions

30-242  Deduction for political contributions and gifts
30-243  Amount of the deduction

30-244  When a person is an Independent candidate
30-245  When a person is an independent member

{This is the end of the Guide.}
Operative provisions

30-242 Deduction for political contributions and gifts

Taxation Laws Amendment (Political Donations) Bill 1599 No. |, ]999 5



Schedule 1 Donations to political parties and independent candidates and members
Part 4 Application of amendments

(1) You can deduct any of the following for the income year in which
they are made:

(a) a contribution to a pelitical party that is registered under Part
X1 of the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 or under
corresponding State or Territory legislation;

(b) agift to a person when the person is an *independent
candidate for a Commonwealth, State, Northem Territory or
Austratian Capital Territory election;

(¢) a gift to a person who is, or was, an *independent member of
the Commenwealth Parliament, a State Parliament, the
Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory or the
Legislative Assembly for the Australian Capital Territory.

(2) The contribution. or gift mmst be of!
(a) money; or
{(b) property that you purchased during the 12 months before
making the contribution or gift.

(3) The value of the contribution or gift must be at least $2.

{4) You cannot deduct a testamentary contribufion or gift under this
Subdivigion.
(5) A gift to a person who is, or was, an *independent member must
be made:
(a) when the person is an independent member; or
(b) if the person ceases to be an independent member because:
(i)a Parliament, a House of a Parliament or a Legislative
Assembly is dissolved or has reached its maximum
duration; or
(ii)the person comes up for election;
after the person ceases to be 2 member but before candidates
for the resulting election are declared or otherwise publicly
armounced by a person authorised under the relevant
electoral legislation.

30-243 Amount of the deduction

(1) If the contribution or gift is money, the amount of the deduction is
the amount of money.

& Taxation Laws Amendment (Political Donations} Bilf 1999 No. , [99¢



Donations to political parties and independent candidates and members Schedule 1
Amendment of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1936 Part 3

(2) If the contribution or gift is property, the amount of the deduction
is the lesser of:
(a) the market value of the property on the day that you made
the contribution or gift; and
(b} the amount that you paid for the preperty.

$1.500 fimit on deductions

(3) You cammot deduct more than $1,500 under this Subdivision for an
income year for contributions to political parties.

(4) You cannot deduct more than $1,500 under this Subdivision for an
income year for gifts to *independent candidates or *independent
members.

30-244 When & person is an independent candidate

(1) A person is an independent candidate if:

(a) the person is a candidate in an election (including an election
that is later declared void) for members of the
Commonwealth Parliament, a State Parliament, the
Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory or the
Legislative Assembly for the Australian Capital Territory;
and

(b) the person’s candidature is not endorsed by a political party
that is registered under Part XI of the Commonwealth
Electoral Act 1918 or under corresponding State or Territory
legiglation.

(2) However, a person does not start being an *independent candidate
until the candidates for the election are declared or otherwise
publicly announced by a person authorised under the relevant
elecioral legislation.

(3) A person stops being an “independent candidate when the result of
the election is declared or otherwise publicly announced by a
person authorised under the retevant electoral legislation.

@ If
(@) the election is taken to have wholly failed under the relevant
electoral legislation; and

Texation Lavs Amendment (Political Donations) Bill 1999 No. , 1999 7



Schedule 1 Denations to political parties and independent candidates and members
Part 4 Application of amendments

(b) the result of the election has not been declared or otherwise
publicly announced by a person authorised under the
relevant electoral legislation;

the person stops being an *independent candidate in that election
when candidates for the replacement election are declared or
otherwise publicly announced by a person authorised under the
relevant electoral legisiation.

30-245 When a person is an independent member

(1} A person is an independent member of the Commonwealth
Parliament, a State Parliament, the Legislative Assembly of the
Northern Territory or the Legislative Assembly for the Australian
Capital Territory if the person:

(a) is a member of that Parliament or Legislative Assembly; and

(b} the person is not a member of a political party that is
registered under Part XI of the Commonweaith Electoral Act
1918 or under corresponding State or Territory legislation.

(2) A person who becomes a member as a result of an election
(including an ¢lection that is later declared void) is taken to start
being a member of the Parliament or Legislative Assembly when
the person’s election as a member is declared or otherwise
publicly announced by a person authorised under the relevant
electoral legislation.

8 Taxation Laws Amendment (Political Donations) Bill 1999  No. | 1992



Donations to political parties and independent candidates and members Schedule 1
Amendment of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1936 Pari 3

Part 2—Further amendment of the Income Tax
Assessment Act 1997

2 Subsection 30-5(1)

After “making”, insert “a contribution to a political party, a gift to an
independent candidate or member or”.

3 Subsection 30-5(1) (note)
Repeal the note, substitute:

Nate |:  Subdivision 30-D deals with the deductibility of testamentary gifts
under the Cultural Bequests Program.

Note?:  Subdivision 30-DA deals with the deductibility of contributions to
political parties and gifts to independent candidates and members.

4 Subsection 30-5(2)
Omit “and contributions”.

5 Subsection 30-5(2)
Omit “or contribution”,

6 Subdivision 30-A (heading)
Repeal the heading, substitute:

Subdivision 30-A—Deductions for gifts

7 Subsection 30-15(1)
Omit “or contribution” {(wherever occurring).
Note:  The heading to section 30-15 is altered by omitting “or contributions”.

8 Subsection 30-15(2)

Omit “or contribution” (wherever occurring).

g Subsection 30-15(2) (note)
Renumber the note as Note 1.

10 Subsection 30-15(2) (after note 1)

Taxation Laws Amendment (Political Donations) Bill {999 No. , /999 g



Schedule 1 Donations to political parties and independent candidates and members
Part 4 Application of amendments

Insert:

Note 2: Subdivision 30-DA deals with the deduciibility of contriburions to
political parties and gifts to independent candidates and members.

11 Subsection 30-15(2) (table heading)
Omit “or contributions™.

12 Subsection 30-15(2) (table item 3}
Repeal the item.

13 Subsection 30-315(2) (table item 87)

Omit “contributions”, substitute “partics and independent candidates
and members”,

14 Subsection 30-315(2) (table item 87)

Omit “itemn 3 of the table in section 30-157, substitute “Subdivision
3G-DA”.

15 Subsection 995-1(1}
Insert:
independent candidate has the meaning given by section 30-244.

16 Subsection 995-1(1)
Insert:

independent member has the meaning given by section 30-245.

it Taxation Laws Amendment (Political Donarions) Bill 1999 No. |, 1999



Donations to political parties and independent candidates and members Schedule 1
Amendment of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1936 Part3

Part 3—Amendment of the Income Tax Assessment
Act 1936

17 Subsections 78A(2), (3) and (4)
Omit “fund, authority or institution” (wherever occurring), substitute
“fund, authority, institution or person”.

Taxation Laws Amendment (Political Donations) Bill 199%  No. , 1999 i1




Schedule 1 Denations to political parties and independent candidates and members
Part 4 Application of amendments

Part &—Application of amendments

18 Application

The amendments made by this Schedule apply to contributions or gifts
made on or after 1 July 1998.

12 Tuxation Laws Amendment (Political Donarions) Bill 1999 No. . 1999
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Your vote is important

If you can't make it to a pelling booth on election

| /ATTACHMENT C
If you would like to vote by mail,”
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Quaihcanans tor an applicant

The Commoenwealth Electaral Act prowvides that an elector i3
entitled to apply for @ postal vote if:

throughout the hours of palling on poliing day, the elector
will be absent from the State or Terntory for which the
elector is enrolled

+ the elector will not, at any time during the hours of palling
an palling day, be within 8 kilometres by the nearest
practicable route of any polling booth in the State or
Territory for which the elector is enrolled

thraughout the hours of pelling on polling day, the elector
will be travelling under condilians that will prevent the
elector attending a polling booth in the State or Termtory
for which the elector is enrolled

the elector will be unable 1o attend a polling boath on
polling day because of:

ta) serious iliness

by infirmity, or

f¢) approaching childbirth

on polling day. the elector will be unable to attend a
polling beoth because the elector will be at a place

(other than a hospital) caring for a person who is sediously
il or infirm or wha is expected shortly to give birth

+ throughout the hours of poliing on polling day, the elector
will be a patient at a hospital (other than a special
hospitall and unable to vote at the hosmtal

« throughout the hours of polling on poliing day, the elector
will be a patient at a special hospital but will be unable to
have his or her vole taken by a mobile poliing leam

because of the elector's religious beliefs or membership of
a religious order, the elector;

{a} s preciuded from attending a polling boath, or
(b} for the greater part of the hours of polling en polling
day, is precluded from attending a polling booth
+ on poliing day, the elector will be serving a sentence of
imprisarment o atherwise under detention

« the elector’s address has been excluded from the roll as a
silent elector

throughout the hours of polling ob polling day, the elector

will be engaged in his or her employment or occupation

and:

{a} if the elector is an employee, the elector is not entitled
to leave of absence, and

{b} in any other case, \he absence of the elector for
the purpose of attending at a polling booth to vote
would be likely to cause loss to the persan in his or her
gccupation.

PLEASE COMELETE THF APPLICATION LISIMNG
BEOUK LETTERS AMD BLUE OR BLACK INK

The persanal information you gve on this application 1s used for
clectoral purposes only and may be viewed by authorised staff
and scrutineers. See the back of this applicaton for further
information about pubhic inspection.

Note: Giving false or misleading snfarmation is a serious offence,
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'ATTACHMENT C

= Ttle [Mr, M, Mrs, Wss, D7 etel] *

Surname /s
fairiby nare

=

Griven namnes

H Your date of birth is required fur identification and
SECUTILY TEASONS.

- flgimed enrolled address is the address that
dppears on the electaral roll,

. Date of burth 7 Tay Mo
|

ear /—
I

Yo claimed
enrolled
address

ﬂ Ptease give the postal address where you want your vating
papers sent. If it is the same as your claimed enrolled
address, print ‘as above,

Please check the section 'Qualifications for an applicant’
tiefare you sign this declaration. You must sign this doclaration
in front of a witness, There is a penalty for making a false
staternent.

Pastcade
Draylrme phone number tor
cuontact {it convenient!
Poral
address
where voting } -
papers
soeld be . -
sfrl i
._ Postrocde
DECLASATION:
| declare that | am anntled ta appiy for a postal vote.
o
Hanaiwre by e e

A witness musk;

- b iwfied a5 ta the identity of the applicant

« see the applicant sign the applicaticn

« know or be satishied that the statements contiained in the
application are true, and

+5ign and date the apphcation, and write their name and
addiass.

Who can be 3 witness?

If woou are in Asstralia, @ witness must be an electar whase name
appears un 4 Commanwealth of Austraha electoral roll.

Spouwses may withess each other's signature provided both are
qualified witnesses,

If you are overseas, please see the back of this appheanon for
further information about witnesses.
For amy engu-iies pb

122326

— il

1 am satsfied as to the identity of the applhcans.

| saw the apRlicant sign ks appicaunn,

larn satisfied that aif staternents imtare trud.
[

signatire e e ———————

of veitness Dy Maonth Yual

— — “

Mame 3

BLOCK

LETTERS - e = ——

Addresy h B

{1k T ar uverseas and unahls e ind o sunable witness |have ;
mached the appropriate docurments as detaded uncer I
“What 1 am overseas anc can't ind a suetable witness™ .II._

QFFFCE USE
Electon Cvison

suing
Tverpan Pent

1eh s rlaimd



ATTACHMENT C

PARLIAMENT OF AUSTRALIA

AT G THE SENATE
PARLIAMENT HOUSE
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Fellow Australian

As you wili be aware, a Federal Zlention hae been called and we have some
important choices in front of us.

It you will be away on election day, piaase fiil out one of the attached postal
vote application forms and return it in the reply-paid envelope. | will ensure
the Australian Electoral Commission is able to forward battot papers to you
prior to election day.

As a Senator for NSW, | am working hard to deliver better education, health
_and aged care services, betier roads and more jobs for locals. itis also
important that you take advantage of the assistance my office provides in
relation to Federal services and grants. This may relate to enquiries about
social security, immigration, telecoramunications, health, employment,
taxation or any other Federal issue. My office can be contacted toll-free on
1300 301 816 or via my website www.sandymacdonald.com.au

As a member of The Nationals team, | am committed to ensuring that this
electorate has a pro-active voice in 2 Coalition Government - a government
that has delivered: '

Lowest unempioyment rates in 30 years,

Lowest inflation and mortgage interest rates in 30 years,

Record funds committed to roads, rail and the environment,

Balanced budgets and a massive reduction in tabor's $96 billion debt.

The Nationals team is about continued action to ensure we can make &
difference in rural and regional Australia.

YO/I.].I.I'S sincerely

Senator Sandy Macdonald

The Nationals Senator for NSW 467 Peel Street
TarkAAORTH, N5 W 2340

SENATCR SANDY MACDONALD The Nationals Senator for NSW “ei. (07) 6756 6998
Fax. (02) 6766 41639

THE NATIONALS ~ ADVANCING AUSTRALIA FAIRLY Feee Cail: 1300 301 816






ot ot ot s How to fill out your postal  [mportant Postal
entitied ta apply for a postat vote if; <°.~m mﬂu—mnmﬂmo—.— .qc—.—.-._

throughout the kours of palling an polling day, the elector

wil be absend irpm the State or Territory for which the electar .__.Em _mmq_mn contains a ﬁcm.—m_ vote muﬂ_mommo:. <°ﬁ—=m —:*o-—.:m*—o:

it enrobied
the elector will not, ak any time during the hours of polbing on | lication. If you need more
polling day. be within 8 kilomeatres by the nearest practicahle .—cqam u:a.:m .—&8 Sm OmN

route al any polling baot Lhve State or Territary for which
the eleciar is enrofied

throughaout the hours of polling on polling day, the elector will
be travelling under conditions that wilk prevent the electar
attending a polling booth n the State or Terntory tor which
the electar 1s enreiled

the elector will be unable to attead a polling booth on pathing
day hecause of:

(a) serigus illness

{b} infirmity, or @ Witntess must complete
{c} approachmg childbirth . _

on polling day, the elector will be unable to attend a polling The person witnessing your
boath because the elector will De at  place {other than a signature must sign the form.
hospital) caring tor a person who is seriousty Al or intirm or i they don't your application
who 15 expecled shortly lo give birth will not be accepted.

Fill out your form
Detach and fil.

out the postal
vote application form.

throughnut the hours of polling on polling day, the elector wil
be a patsent at a hospital (other than a speciat hospital) and
unable to vote at the hospital
thraughout the howrs of polling on polting day, te elector will
be a patient at a special hospital but will be unable to have his
ar her vole taken by a mobile polling team
ecause of the elector's religiaus helefs or membersing of 3
religious order, the elector:
{a) ig precluded from attending 2 polting Boath, or b
{h} for the greater pant of the howrs of poltieg on polling day, ‘ I_c pr.

is preclsded from attending a pofling booth Mail im diatel : ~ .~ N m\ TQ ﬁ. _—.— ﬁ/-ﬂg@ \\
on pothng day, the elector will be serving a sentence of a mediately s - ——.—@ ° e -
imprisonment or otherwise under detention LT
the elector's adteess has been excluded from the roll as a immediately. You don’t
silent elector need a stamp.

threwghout the hours of polling en polling day, the electar will : gm—‘x rm#:m —=

be engaged i his or her employment or occupalian and;

@) “M”M N_‘mwhw__mwﬁﬂﬂz%m_ fhe efectar 15 not entitled to For help or more forms 1800 005 052 m OQ—.——-—.—HE —lmcc—.

(o} im amy other case. the absence of the elector far the purpose
ot atending at a polling booth to vote would be likely to

£ause 1055 to the person in fis or her nccupation. Authorised by Ursula Stephens, 377 Sussex St Sydnay, O—UUO :Cj _._“< ﬁO—. >= m%wc%mm<

Printed by Teldor, /808 Botary Rd, Roscbery,

Fotd & put in envelope

Put in an envelope addressed to:
Country Labor

Reply Paid 95

Goulburn NSW 2580

Post the application form

ATTACHMENT D



Postal vating

An appiication far 3 postal vate may he
made to any Divisiong! Returning
ficer (ORDY at any time atter the
arnauncement ol 1he election!
referendum. However, you shauld keap
in mund that the application musk reach
the DRA by the lasl mail clearance on
the Thursday tefare polling day 1o
&llow for the voting material to be sent
1o you for completion and posting
hefore the close of the vabing. Late
applications wil nat be pracessed

1 you wish to send this form
electronically, you may send it via fax tg
the relevant DRC Mo ather kind ot
electronic cemmunication will be
actepted By taxing this lorm you Afjtes
that the time of raceipt is the time when
the messape has completed printing
fram the relevant Auslralian Elgcroral
Commission (AEG) Tax machwe, and
that you will 1t hald the AEG
respansible for any deadlines missed or
losses ingurred. For further
informalior, please reter kg
WWW.aec.Jov.au or caik 13 23 26,

Reply paid evelopes tor posting your
apphcation are available al any Post
Offige s Australa.

Pre-poll vating

\nters who quabdy far a postal vate can
cast & pre-pall vole if 1t is more
canvenien. Fre-polf voting 15 avaikable
# any thisional Qdfice o7 at any of the
acvertrsed Pre-Poll Voting Canlres.
Where can { get more informalion?
WoU ¢an gel more sfgrmation (inchading
the location af pelling places and Pre-
Fril ¥oting Cenlresy at any allice of the
AEC or by nnging +3 23 26 1n Sustealia,
or 1612 6271 4419 from averseas,
fnformation is also avadable at the
AECS websile 4l www.aec.gov.au

Public inspection
The Commanwealth Liecloral dct 1918
atows for:
pubhconspection of postal vote
applications at the Divisional Otfice
lisks of postal vote applicants Io
be made available in electranic
form o candidates and registered
paiitical panties
from the thirg day atter pallmg until the
eectionrefarandum can no longes be
[jueslicned.

Wha can be a witness i | am gverseas?
It you are overseas the following
persons may act as wilness:
an glectar whose name appears on
a Commenwealth of Australa
edectaral rgll
an officer ol the detence forces of
Austedia ar ¢! 3 Commonwealth
country
a perspn in the Public Serwce of
Australia {ur a Tersitory, or a
Cammaniweaith country)
d Juslice of ihe Peace tar a Siate or
Tertilory or a Commanwealth
copntry
a minister of rehgien or 3 medical
practiticnes resident na St= o
Tertitory or 3 Commonwes
country, ar
an Auslralian citizen.

Spouses may witness each other's
signature provided foth are qualiticd
wilnesses.

What IF1 am ovarseas and can'l lind
a suitable witness?
If 0w are pverseas ang there is no
suitable witness avaiiable, that is. a
persen histed under “Wha can be a
Wwitngss o | am overseas?, then you
may submit your apphcation together
with the following.
your sigred sfatement selting out
wly your apphcalion could nat be
witnessed; and
a phatocopy of your passpart which
you have certified to be a true copy
and which shows:
+ - the camntry and date of issue;
~— the passpor nomher:
— yoour date of birth, signature
and photagraph.

Interpreter services

In Austratia, lor infarmalion -0 a
language other Ihan Eng please
phong

Arabic 1300 720 132
Cantonese 1300 720 13%
Greek £308 720 337
Italian 1300 720 138
Mandartn 1300 720 142
Spanish 1300 720 148
Vielnamese 1300 720 152

Dther languages

1300 720 153

PLEASE COMPLETE THE APPLICATION USING
BLOCK LETTERS AND BLUE OR BLACK INK

The personal information you give an this application is used for
electoral purposes only and may be viewed by authorised slaff and
scrutingers, See the back of this application for further inlormation
abkout public inspection.

Note: Giving false or misleading informalion is a serious offence.

m Your date of birth is required for identification and security reasons.

m four claimed enrolled address is the address that
appears on the elsctoral roll,

n Please give the postal address where you want your voling
papers sent. K it is the same as your claimed enrofled address,
print 'as above’.

u Crate of durth

Flease chack the section 'Qualibcations lor an applicant’ before
you sign this declaralion. You must sign this declaration in frent
of a witness, There is a penalty for making a false staternent,

A witness must:
* be salistied as to the idenlily of the applicant

* see lhe apphcant sign the application

* know er be satisfied thal the statements contained in the
applicaton are true, and

“gn and date the application, and write their name and address.

Who can be a witness?

If yau are in Austratia, a witness must be an stector whose name
appears on a Commonwealth of Australia electoral rgll,

Spouses may wilness each alhar's signature provided bolh are
gualified witnesses.

If you are overseas, please see the back of this application for
further informalion aboul witnesses.

For any enguires phone 13 23 26 or visit
the wobsiteat www.aec.gov.au

ATTACHMENT D

M OFFICE USE
i Om:_.*._om_._.._.ZmL. '

APPLICATION FOR A POSTAL VOTE
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

n Tifle: (Mr, Ms, Mrs, Miss, Pr elc ) _

Surname ¢ _w ’ )
tamily name 1
Given _._ms‘_mm_w

am,. Month .|..+m.m__ _

u Your claimed [ T
ofrpheed
agdress o o

n Draytime phang number for _
cenlact (it canvenient}

u Pastal [ Tt
address

where voting [ T T
Fapers
should be
sent

| DECLARATION |

I declare that | am entitled o apply for a postal vote,

Sunature _
or mark of |
applicam i

Nute: Giving talse or misleading information is a serious aflence.

| am satlstied as ta the identity of the applicant,
| saw Lhe appil sign this apy

| am satistied that 3l slalements i

it are true,

Posteode

Fosicode

Signature [ . .
ol wilness b rear
 Sp— e——
Marne Jo— p—
BLDICK
LETTERS R — -
Address
OR | am overseas and unable ta find a suitable winess. | have M
attached the appropriste documents as datalled under [—
"Whal il | am overseas and can't find a suitatle witness?"
i T — N

Elector's Divigion

|
_ Crale of =sne

i Issueng
 Overseas Post |

I
_ Date cert rec'd in Division for which vole claimed !

Desian dale - #0063

e . . _JQ.

_ Inrhals,

“|eFasa

- a— 1

ELarnmensmeslll nl dostrans s



PARLIAMEN] OF AUSTRALIA » THE SENATE

SENATOR SANDY MACDONALD
The Nationals Senator for NSW

4 June 2004

Mr Harris
26 Keppel Street
BATHURST NSW 2795

ATTACHMENT E

Dear Mr Harris

| would like to draw your attention to the wonderful news that the Australian Government
has provided an extra $10 million to upgrade facilities at Mount Panorama.

A number of year-round tourist facilities wili be established at the track, the media centre
and podium will be completed and better access for race-goers will be provided with the
assistance of this Federal money.

This $10 million is one example of how the Federal Coalition Government is doing the
things that need to be done for regional Australia.

The Naticnals are a team that is working hard inside the Federal Government to make sure
our regional communities win the race for funding for important locat projects.

One of those team members is Orange’s Robert Griffith who is The Nationals Candidate

for Calare. Remember if you want to keep a strong Coalition Government, you must
help to re-elect it.

Robert Griffith lobbied hard for this funding to Mount Pancrama and met with a number of
Government Senators, Members and Ministers to get action on this project. He will get
results on your behalf as your member of Parliament.

If you would like any further information about the Mount Panorama announcement, you
can contact me through my website at www.sandymacdenald.com.gu or you can contact
Robert Griffith through his website at www.robertqriffith.net

Yours sincerely

i N
[ .

|
.
}:’L, /iu,f’ i llr'

lﬂ&.z_,.-u{/‘““"*u)‘ «_,/

v

SANDY MACDONALD
THE NATIONALS SENATOR FOR NSW Mr Robert Griffith and Senator Macdonald

P.S. Remember - if you want te keep a Coalition Government, you must help to re-elect it.

PARLIAMENT HOUSE CANBERRA ACT 2600 Toll Free PO Bow 1780 TAMM/ORTH, N5 2340
3 - Fax iG2Y 0277 3247 - 1306 301 816 - Tel (G2} 6766 6398 - Faa (02) 6756 4769

Tel 02y 6277 3705

WA SANTYIMA CE0MAIC.COMau



Suire 703, Wesifield Towers

T Williom Streer
SYDNEY A85W 2008

Ay, AURTRALIA L
Duiaashnlecdt

SENATOR THE HON BiLt HEFFERNAN
Senator for New South Wales
Chiairman - Senate Rural and Regional Affairs
and fransport Legislation Commiites

An Important Message
For the Householder
ATTACHMENTF

Dear Resident,

The Federal Government is continuing its strategy of reducing debt in order to
give something back to the decent hardworking Australians who have and
continue to contribute to the strength of our nation. It also takes into account
the difficult chalienges we as a nation have faced in recent years and may
continue to face such as terrorism and the severe drought affecting so many,
including the people of Calare.

Having butlt a strong economy, the Coalition is in a position to give more help
to our country’s most important building block - our families, by providing
$19.2 billion over five years as part of the family assistance package. Along
with substantial tax cuts, families will now have some relief with the costs of
raising children and household expenses.

Looking after senior Australians who spent a lifetime building and serving our
great country is one of the key priorities of the Howard Government. We are
committing an extra $2.2 billon to aged care, including an extra SB78
million to aged care providers to improve the quality of care.

The Howard Government has announced the details of AusLink - an integrated
transport package that provides a clear viston for future transport
infrastructure needs.

We need to ensure that the Australian economy remains strong. The current
economiec chimate, including low interest rates, has not happened by accident,
but through responsible economic management. The Coalition Government Is
committed to ensuring that all regions of Australia, including Calare, are able
to reap the benefits of Australla's economic prosperity.

Should you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact my
office or Liberal candidate for Calare, Paul Blanch on 6334 4566.

Yours sincerely

b

BILL HEFFERNAN

P.S. Please find attached a survey. I value your feedback and look forward to
hearing from you.



CALARE - Have your say

Please number (from 1 to 4) the four
most important initiatives to you:

Famity Tax Benefit — an increase of $600 a year

D in the maximurm and base rates of FTB with all
eligible families also receiving an extra $600
per chiid

Providing a new Maternity Payment of $3,000
will be introduced from July 2004 and increased
to $4,000 from July 2006 and $5,000 in July
2008. This will be non means tested and paid
for every new bom child

Substantial tax reliet — increasing the income
thresheld for the 42% tax rate to $58,001 in
2004-05 and $63,001 in 2005-06, and
increasing the 47% tax rate to $70,001 in 2004-
05 and $80,001 in 2005-06

More than $20 million for a new National
Comeunity Crime Prevention Programme to
fund grassroots projects to prevent crime and
enhance community safety

An extra $2.2 billion over five years to expand
quality of care and facilifies

Providing $255 million for a one-cff carer bonus
to be paid to efigible carers in June 2004 in
recognition of their role of caring for a person
with a disability

Increasing funding for schools by $8 billion to
$31.3 billion: over the next four years. This wil
be conditional on the states implementing
standards designed to heip students and their
parents

0O 0o 0o 0O O

Increasing funding by $99 million in 2004-05 in
D tioth the Natural Heritage Trust and the National
Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality

If you could fix any problem in our
local area, what would it be?

the number ot aged care piaces and improve the

|
|
|
|

Please complete the following details
so | can get in touch with you.

Titie (eg Mr, Ms, Mrs, Dr}

Namme:

Address:

Phonef/Fax:

Emait:

General'ly, do you consider yourself:

A committed party voter
(please specify which party you are

committed 10.)

DLabor [:] Liberal DNational

DGreen [:] Democrat Dlndependem
DOne Nation

An uncommitted/swinging voter

{if uncommitted, which party do you
generally prefer?)

() tavor () Liberat () national

: G Green D Democrat D Independent
D One Nation

Please return to

Senator the Hon. Bill Heffernan
Senator for NSW

Suite 703, Westfield Towers

100 William St

SYDNEY NSW 2011

or fax to: (02) 9357 2800

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey,
Printad and authorised by Senator Bil Heftaman, Sutte 703, 100 Witam St Sydnay 2011



Vioney power removes pollies from reality

JITH Malcolm Turnbull de-
aring (30/3) he spent over
300,000 on his successful hid
yr Wentworth at the last
sderal election, the guestion
1e little person who believes
e or she has something to
ffer the Australian people
1ust be asking is what chance
ney have got of ever entering
he halls of paower, unless they
ake donations froin question-
ble sources. ’

Angd even if their attempt is
uccessful, how much are they
heir own person?

After all, those who have
lonated to the cause will cer-
ainly want a return on their
noney. It has always been
tacked against those without
rersghal fortunes or party
vacking, and these days it

IT's OKAY, T
PROMISE NOT TO
EXERT UNDVE

INFLUVENC E
OVER MY SELE...

appears to he even worse. It is
little wonder that those who
are elected to represent us are
in the main far removed from
the real world and its needs.

D.Fraser
Gold Coast, Qid

THE AtisrRarLism), 7HuesDR 31 pamica 2oes, P E.v

YOUR editorial on campaign
finances (30/3) states the ob-
vious. In many Asian countries
a political donation is recog-
nised as a bribe In advance,
nothing more, nothing less.

Clive Troy
Beecroft, NSW

HOW much wili Turnbull
spend to get his face on the $5
noete?

John Wylie
Wagga Wagga, NSW

MOST of us would like to
think that our elected repre-
sentatives of both parliamen-
tary houses are people of the
highest calibre, hopefully add-
ing to our cultural heritage.

For this reason I am very
grateful that the failed

Queensiand senate candidate,
Hetty Johnston,is not now in a
position Lo influence the
decision-making process of the
senate, having accepted cam-
paign money from the porn
industry.

Barbara Rossall-Wynne
Montmorency, Vic

JOHNSTON says it's QK for
her to receive $4000 in electicn
cammpaign donations from the
“adult pornography industry”
because it doesn’t hurt chil-
dren (30/3).

I bet Kids whose parents split
because Dad uses the services
of this industry would beg to
differ.

Lyle Shelton
Toowoomba, Qld

i ATTACHMENT G



